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Residents on contaminated land estate say life ‘on hold’ 



From left, residents Dave Pullar, aged 67, Jude Taylor, two, Terry Taylor, 67, Graham Lea, 70, Julie Parsons, 60, and Jo Comley, 66 


By Jordan Harris 


RESIDENTS living on a hous¬ 
ing estate built on contam¬ 
inated land have spoken of 
the ‘nightmare 5 they have 
endured waiting for clean-up 
progress to be made. 

The former Willenhall Town Gas¬ 
works site, now known as the Ston- 
egate Housing Estate, was identified 
as contaminated by Walsall Council 
back in 2007. 

After 10 years of going back and forth with 
the company, the authority was deemed re¬ 
sponsible for the clear-up. 

However, residents have spoken of their con¬ 
cern that this may take years to take place. 

Jo Comley, aged 66, has lived on Brookthorpe 
Drive for 25 years and said: “Life has essen¬ 
tially been put on hold for 10 years while this 
has been going on and it hasn’t been fair on us. 

“We have been stuck in the middle, abso¬ 
lutely incapable of doing anything to move the 
situation along. 

“I know of people that have wanted to start 
a family and have decided to put that on hold, 
people who want to extend their home or do 
things to their property and they just haven’t 
been able to. 

Different 

“Everyone has their concerns and I hope it 
is going to get sorted as soon as possible now.” 

Julie Parsons, 60, who has lived on the same 
street for 30 years, said: “It has just been like 
walking into a brick wall for 10 years. 

“Everyone has been affected in a different 
way but for us it has been the fact we haven’t 
been able to move on and look at extending the 
house or anything like that. 

“You still worry that even when it is cleared 
up, there will be a stigma surrounding the es¬ 
tate and maybe our house prices won’t recover. 

“In a way, the stress is only just starting for 
us now.” 

Violet Lea, 65, who has lived on Kemble Close 
for 40 years, said: “It has been a nightmare re¬ 
ally, we have never had a proper conversation 
with anyone because they were always shirking 
responsibility. 

“We have needed to build an extension to our 
home for a long time but we just can’t do it. 

“The value of our properties is next to noth¬ 
ing when you compare it with houses that are 
just a few streets away. 

“It is a lovely neighbourhood but this has just 
hung over us like a stigma for so many years, it 
is always in the back of your mind. 

“Even when you let your children out to play 


in the garden, you are wondering ‘what if?”’ 
Meanwhile, Liz Bailey, 46, moved to the estate 
in 1999. 

She said: “I have a growing family and I have 
needed to build an extension for years but we 
can’t do it. 

“It really has been a nightmare, we haven’t 
had the right communication from anyone 
about this. 

“We are left in the middle of it all, having 
to live with the effects and not knowing where 
we stand. 

“People are worried about leaving their 
houses to their children because of the trou¬ 


ble they will have selling it. I don’t know how 
much faith I have that the council will get this 
done, but everybody wants and needs this to be 
sorted out as soon as possible.” 

Appeal 

Bernard Richards, 61, has lived on Kemble 
Close for 32 years. He said: “It has taken such 
a long time to get to this point but at least now 
we know who we can take our issues up with. 

“Let’s hope that this job is done right and in 
good time.” 

A remediation notice was served on Jim 2 
Limited, the firm the authority claims was li¬ 


able for the contamination, in 2015. But the 
company lodged an appeal against the clean-up 
notice with the Planning Inspectorate, which 
led to a public inquiry. 

The inquiry findings went to the Secretary of 
State for environment, Dr Therese Coffey, who 
has now ruled that the notice should not have 
been served, leaving Walsall Council responsi¬ 
ble for the clean-up work. 

Following the news, Council leader Sean 
Coughlan said the authority was ‘disappointed’ 
with the outcome but would be looking to take 
the matter forward ‘in the interests of local 
residents’. 


CAMPAIGN 

New health centre 
may serve 23,000 

A NEW health centre is set to be built 
in Walsall, according to the borough’s 
Clinical Commissioning Group, after it 
confirmed that the option of a new site 
based centrally in Walsall is ‘being ex¬ 
plored’ by GP practices. 

The new centre would serve around 
23,000 patients. 

It is understood the CCG’s preferred 
site for the centre would be the old 
Jabez Cliff factory on Lower Forster 
Street, but this has been challenged 
by councillors and residents because 
of its location. 

A petition set up against plans claims 
the site is ‘inaccessible’ via public 
transport and that accessing it by car is 
also ‘impossible’ because of the traffic 
volumes, the one-way system and its 
location on a ring road next to a school. 

The protest group, which includes 
Conservative councillor Rose Martin, 
wants to see the health centre built at 
the Broadway North Centre another 
site under consideration by the CCG. 

Councillor Martin said: “People do 
not want to go to Jabez Cliff. We want 
a health centre that is centrally located 
in the heart of the community which 
can serve St Matthew’s, Paddock and 
Orchard Hills.” 

Fellow councillor Gurmeet Sohal is 
also behind the petition and against 
the Jabez Cliff site being used. He said: 
“Jabez Cliff is not in the Paddock ward 
and it is not in the heart of the com¬ 
munity. People in Paddock are really 
really fed up with not having anything 
in Paddock.” 

PLANNING 

Post office and 10 
flats are approved 

FLATS and a post office are set to be re¬ 
placed with newer versions of the same 
buildings. 

A post office and store, a two-bedroom 
flat and various storage and outbuildings 
in Butts Road, between Eastbourne Street 
and Westbourne Street, in Walsall, will all 
be demolished. 

A new, bigger post office will be built on 
the site, as well as 10 one-bedroom flats 
on the same site. 

A total of 10 car parking spaces will also 
be introduced, which can be used by both 
residents and shoppers, as part of the 
planning proposal. 
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Chase back to high- 

IT was the vast base where thou¬ 
sands of recruits were trained 
during and after the Second 
World War. 

Now RAF Hednesford is the lat¬ 
est part of the project to unearth 
2,000 years worth of history at 
Cannock Chase. 

Researchers on the Chase 
Through Time project are using 
images, such as this one taken 
in 1946 and owned by Historic 
England, to map out the area. A 
spokesman for the project said: 

“We are currently looking at 
RAF Hednesford and the first 
stage of our mapping is using 
the 1946 aerial photographs that 
show the camp in its role as a 
_ training school. 

The aerial picture of the Chase from 1946 “The camp was built in 1938 



flying RAF camp 


and for more than 10 years served 
as a school of Technical Training. 
If anyone can help us by provid¬ 
ing accurate dates for the camp or 
any other information concerning 
its use please do contact us.” 

The majority of buildings in the 
aerial shot were huts for accom¬ 
modation. They were arranged 
around smaller buildings called 
ablution blocks that housed toi¬ 
lets and washing facilities. There 
was one ablution block for every 
four huts, and between clusters of 
huts would be bathhouses. 

Intriguingly, some of the huts 
in the north west of the camp ap¬ 
peared to be connected to their 
ablution blocks via enclosed walk¬ 
ways, which suggests some peo¬ 
ple were entitled to more special 


treatment. The educational and 
technical huts, close to the centre 
of the camp, were the only others 
to feature such walkways. Next to 
them sit large hangar-like train¬ 
ing sheds with camouflaged roofs 
where the men were trained. 

RAF Hednesford was opened as 
No 6 School for Technical Train¬ 
ing Royal Air Force and Fleet Arm 
mechanics. In 1950 it reopened as 
No 11 School of Recruit Training. 

In finished serving the RAF in 
1955 and a year later was used as 
a refugee camp for Hungarians 
fleeing the Hungarian Uprising 
of 1956. The camp was demol¬ 
ished in 1970. Go to www.thecha- 
sethroughtime.blogspot.co.uk for 
the latest on the Chase Through 
Time project. 


£2.5111 bill as council 
loses 

A COUNCIL faces a poten¬ 
tial multi-million pound bill 
for the clean-up of a housing 
estate built on contaminated 
land. 

The former Willenhall Town 
Gasworks site, now known as the 
Stonegate Housing Estate, was 
identified as contaminated by 
Walsall Council in 2007. 

A remediation notice was served on 
Jim 2 Limited, the firm the authority 
claims was liable for the contamina¬ 
tion, in 2015. 

But the company lodged an appeal 
against the clean-up notice with the 
Planning Inspectorate, which led to a 
public inquiry. 

The inquiry findings went to the 
Secretary of State for environment, 

Dr Therese Coffey, who has now 
ruled that the notice should not have 
been served, leaving Walsall Council 
responsible for the clean-up work. 

Endure 

A letter signed by Mrs Coffey reads: 

“I have determined, in line with the 
inspector’s recommendations con¬ 
tained in the report, that the appeal 
be allowed and the remediation no¬ 
tice quashed.” 

MP David Winnick said residents 
had ‘been through hell’ and urged 
the council to start work as soon as 
possible. He said: “I think hell is an 
appropriate term for what they have 
had to endure. No-one has admitted 
responsibility for the contamination 
and it is the residents who have had 
to deal with the fall out from that. I 
hope that Walsall Council accepts this 
decision and moves forward soon.” 

Almost 90 homes on the site of the 
former gas works near Kemble Close, 

Oakridge Drive and Brookthorpe 
Drive in Willenhall wereaffected by 
the contamination. 

Residents previously said they were 


gasworks fight 


It’s Piro Fino-ger licking good chicken! 



Piri Fino founder Andreas Elia, left, with Walsall franchisee Sandeep Rana 

THE iconic Boatyard at Walsall’s 
waterfront has reopened as a res¬ 
taurant after a £350,000 revamp. 

The new Piri Fino restaurant 
opened at the old Wharfingers Cot¬ 
tage last week, creating 25 new jobs 
in the process. 

The restaurant chain, which also 
has outlets in Birmingham and 
Sutton Coldfield, used its £350,000 
investment to ‘sympathetically re¬ 
store’ the historic Walsall building 
to its 19th century glory. 

The building sat derelict for a 
number of years and attracted van¬ 
dalism and graffiti before Piri Fino 



The restaurant at the former boatyard 

submitted a planning application to 
council chiefs in 2015. 

Councillor Aftab Nawaz has wel¬ 
comed the opening of the restaurant 
and praised the town’s waterfront 
as a good news story. 


and some of the tasty fayre on offer 

He said: “I think it complements 
the development of the waterfront. 
It is a high quality food outlet and is 
a good addition to the town centre 
where we are seeing more and more 
of an evening night-life take off.” 

The head of Piri Fino in Walsall, 
29-year-old Sandeep Rana, said: 
“This is authentic Portuguese Pi- 
ri-Piri grilled chicken and custom¬ 
ers will quickly taste, appreciate and 
understand the difference.” 

The restaurant has space for 65 
diners and room for 40 in the bar 
area. There is also an alfresco din¬ 
ing option for days of nice weather. 


views are 
sought over 
canal nature 
reserve plan 

RESIDENTS are being consulted on 
plans to create a new nature reserve 
alongside a well-known canal. 

If approved, the plan will create a new 
Local Nature Reserve along the Wyrley 
& Essington Canal in Wolverhampton 
and Walsall. 

The consultation is being carried out 
by the City of Wolverhampton Council, 
Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council 
and the Canal & River Trust to find out 
what people’s views are on the proposal. 

The proposed LNR will cover the 
Wyrley and Essington Canal corridor, 
stretching from Wolverhampton city 
centre to the edge of Walsall, taking in 
areas of adjoining land. 

The three partners have said they are 
committed to jointly manage the LNR 
for wildlife, education and enjoyment 
purposes for at least 21 years. 

It will be fully accessible to members 
of the public to use as a leisure facility. 

Further details of the planned 
development can be found at Wol¬ 
verhampton, gov.uk/article/106 64/ 
Black-Country-Wyrley-and-Essing- 
ton-Ca nal-Local-Nature-Reserve-Con- 
sultation. 

Anyone who would like to submit 
any comments should email planning@ 
wolverhampton.gov.uk or send them by 
post to Wyrley & Essington Canal LNR 
Consultation, Planning Section, City of 
Wolverhampton Council, Civic Centre, 
St Peter’s Square, Wolverhampton, WV1 
1RP. 

The deadline for comments is Friday, 
May 5. 

WMCA looks tO 
fill top position 

THE search to find a permanent chief 
executive for the West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority has officially begun. 

After holding the interim chief execu¬ 
tive post since March last year, Martin 
Reeves informed 
politicians and 
colleagues at the 
authority he had 
decided not to apply 
for the permanent 
position. 

He will instead 
return to his sub¬ 
stantive, full time 
chief executive role 
at Coventry City 
Council, although nis secondment will 
be extended to the WMCA until a new 
chief executive takes up the post, ex¬ 
pected to be around September. 

Mr Reeves said: “My role at the com¬ 
bined authority has been, and continues 
to be, a real privilege for me. Thanks to 
the hard work and dedication of politi¬ 
cians, partners and officers at all levels, 
we have made incredible progress. 

“This has enabled us to build a solid 
foundation for the incoming mayor and 
chief executive.The post of chief execu¬ 
tive at the biggest combined authority 
in the country must be one of the most 
exciting public sector jobs on offer.” 



Martin Reeves 
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630 jobs at 
risk as talks 
on 2 Sisters' 
future held 

HUNDREDS of jobs could now be at 
risk after a major Black Country em¬ 
ployer announced it may be closing. 

The 2 Sisters Food Group has said it 
is considering plans to close its plant, 
based at Bevan Way, Smethwick. 

The plant currently employs 630 
people at Alpha Business Park. 

The food group said it would offer 
affected staff up to 200 roles in the 
West Midlands and look to redeploy 
others throughout the group if did 
choose to close the site, The com¬ 
pany, which employs around 1,500 in 
the West Midlands, supplies food to 
major supermarkets including Tesco 
and has plants in West Bromwich, 
Wolverhampton and Smethwick. 

A spokesman for the company, 
which owns a number of food brands 
including Goodfella’s Pizza and Fox’s 
Biscuits, said: “We can confirm we 
are consulting with colleagues about 
a proposal to cease production at our 
poultry processing site in Smethwick 
and, as a result, the site could close. 

“The factory at Bevan Way, Alpha 
Business Park, is ageing and has sig¬ 
nificant challenges to meet the stand¬ 
ards required by ourselves and our 
customers. We do not take this deci¬ 
sion lightly and fully understand the 
impact if this proposal goes ahead. 

“This is why we will offer affected 
colleagues up to 200 roles currently 
at our West Midlands locations, which 
we will convert from agency to perma¬ 
nent roles. In addition, we will also 
seek redeployment of colleagues to 
our other sites in the West Midlands 
and the wider Group.” 

The plant opened in 1996. Last 
month, more than 100 workers from 
the 2 Sisters Food Group protested 
outside Tesco in a row over employ¬ 
ees’ rights. 

Backing for plan 
to bring shops in 

MULTI-MILLION pound plans which 
will transform an abandoned site 
bringing a dozen new shops, some big 
retail names and new jobs, are set to 
be given the green light. 

The proposal for the old Olaf John¬ 
son site, off Cannock Road in Burnt- 
wood, has been recommended for 
approval by development officers on 
Lichfield District Council ahead of a 
planning committee meeting on Mon¬ 
day. B&M Home Store and Iceland 
are among the big names expected to 
arrive. 

Burntwood Town Council chairman 
Beth Fisher, who also represents the 
town on the district authority, said: 
“We are delighted this application 
came in, it would certainly boost the 
local economy.” 

The development, applied for by 
London and Cambridge Estates, will 
see 7,259 sq m (78,135 sq ft) of vacant 
land transformed. It will be split into 
three blocks: Block A featuring nine 
shops, block B housing another three 
while block C will see a drive-through 
restaurant constructed. In total there 
will be 272 parking spaces. 


Village vets get praise for their efforts 



Members of staff at the Petplan awards 


LOCAL veterinary surgery, 387 Vet¬ 
erinary Centre in Great Wyrley has 
been has been awarded three es¬ 
teemed titles in the 2017 Petplan Vet¬ 
erinary Awards. 

The awards, held on April 6, at the 
Town Hall in Birmingham, celebrated 
the nation’s most outstanding vets, 
vet nurses, practices, practice man¬ 
agers and support staff who had been 
nominated by their colleagues and cli¬ 
ents for continually going that extra 
mile, keeping pets healthy and giving 
owners peace of mind. 

Joanne Civil received the title of 


Veterinary Practice Support Staff of 
the Year. 

Not only was Joanne awarded ‘Stu¬ 
dent of the Year’ in her Level 3 NVQ 
in Customer Service qualification, she 
independently created a gratitude 
board where individual mentions and 
congratulatory messages to colleagues 
could be posted. 

Now used by every member of staff 
at 387 Veterinary Centre, the grati¬ 
tude board was a key reason for the 
practice’s recent win of a Society 
of Practising Veterinary Surgeons 
award. 


Commenting on her prize, Joanne 
said: “I’m delighted to have won - it 
hasn’t sunk in! This is really a career 
highlight.” 

Nicky Smith was awarded the acco¬ 
lade of Vet Nurse of the Year. 

Judges were particularly impressed 
with her contribution to growing the 
practice from a small one with one 
consulting room on the side of the 
vet’s house, to a standalone practice 
with three consulting rooms, dog and 
cat wards and dedicated preparation, 
theatre and imaging area, over the 
past 10 years. 


Chiefs say improvements 
must come in at schools 


SCHOOLS across Walsall must 
‘significantly’ improve over the next 
year if the borough is to keep pace 
with the rest of the country, it has 
been claimed. 

As of March 2017, 81.4 per cent of 
schools across the borough are judged 
as good or outstanding by Ofsted, falling 
short of the national average of 89.5 per 
cent. 

Frances Done, chair of Walsall Council’s 
education challenge board, said: “Walsall’s 
Ofsted inspection results are continuing to im¬ 
prove but the national rate of improvement is 
greater. 

“If the objective of reaching the national av¬ 
erage of schools judged good or better by 2018 
is to be achieved, then Walsall’s rate of im¬ 
provement must significantly increase.” 

The percentage of schools rated good or 
outstanding has steadily improved over the 
last four years, starting out at 65.5 per cent in 
December 2013 and reaching 76.5 per cent in 
September 2016 before March’s results. 

An Ofsted inspection report relating to 
school improvement services in the borough 
published in June 2014 found that Walsall 
Council’s arrangements for supporting school 
improvement were ineffective. 

Outcome 

In response, the Walsall Education Chal¬ 
lenge Board was set up to effectively monitor 
school performance, offering challenge and 
support where standards fall short of govern¬ 
ment floor levels. 

Ofsted re-inspected the authority in March 
2016 and reported on the outcome to the Direc¬ 
tor of Children’s Services on April 7. 

The inspection concluded that there had 
been improvement, including improved lead¬ 
ership, but that there was still a great deal to 
be done. 

The work required to hit the national target 
was discussed at a Walsall Council education 
and children’s services overview and scrutiny 
committee last week. 

Ms Done also said that the performance of 
academies was a cause for concern ‘given the 
impact of their results on Walsall’s overall per¬ 
formance’. 

She said: “In my last report I indicated that 
the performance of some academies, and par¬ 
ticularly sponsored academies, is a cause of 
concern.” 


Help shape future of beauty spot 



Information assistant Lisa Till is on the lookout for new members to join The Friends of Chasewater 


VOLUNTEERS are needed to 
help shape the future of a beauty 
spot. The Friends of Chasewater 
will be working on projects and 
ideas for the park, which is run by 
Staffordshire County Council. 

The group will be helped where 
necessary by members of the 
park’s team. 

Helen Riley, deputy chief execu¬ 
tive and the council’s director for 
families and communities, said: 
“The Friends of Chasewater is an 
exciting opportunity for members 
of the towns surrounding the park 
to come together and work on 
ideas and projects that benefit the 


community. It’s a really great op¬ 
portunity for people with an inter¬ 
est in Chasewater to get directly 
involved with the park, so I’d urge 
anyone interested to join up.” 

Chasewater boasts a 90-hectare 
reservoir and plenty of green open 
space. 

For the more adventurous vis¬ 
itors, the country park offers 
watersport activities including 
sailing, wakeboarding, water 
skiing, water zorbing and pad- 
dleboarding. People also flock to 
the site to take advantage of the 
nature trails, bird watching, walk¬ 
ing, cycling and picnics. 


The Chasewater Innovation 
Centre provides visitor informa¬ 
tion, art and craft exhibitions by 
artists and a programme of sum¬ 
mer holiday activities and recrea¬ 
tional workshops for children and 
adults. Facilities there include 
meeting and conference facilities, 
a gift shop and a cafe. 

The reservoir was first created 
in the 18th century as a canal 
feeder and to transport colliery 
produce and remains the larg¬ 
est canal feeder reservoir in use 
today. For more details email 
chasewater.ic@staffordshire.gov. 
uk or call 01543 370737. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Appeal to trace 
pensioner family 

WALSALL residents are being asked 
to help with the search for relatives 
of a Darlaston man who has recently 
died in his home. 

Environmental health officers are 
keen to get in touch with any family 
members of Mr James Green of 13 
Blockall Close, Darlaston, who passed 
away at his home on March 17 at the 
age of 66. Paul Rooney, environmental 
health team leader with Walsall Coun¬ 
cil, said: 

“We would be grateful to hear from 
any relatives of Mr Green or anyone 
who might have helpful information 
about his family so that they can make 
arrangements for his funeral.” 

If anyone has any information 
about Mr Green’s family, they are 
asked to contact Rebecca Evans on 
01922 653052, or email becky.evans@ 
walsall.gov.uk 

Job vacancies on 
the rise says study 

JOB vacancies have continued to 
increase, with part of the West Mid¬ 
lands being one the most buoyant ar¬ 
eas, according to a new study. Among 
the strongest growth was in charities, 
catering, hospitality and automotive. 

Jobs site CV-Library said there was 
a 14 per cent increase last month, 
with bigger rises in cities including 
Birmingham and Liverpool. 

Applications increased by 4.6 per 
cent, suggesting there are more va¬ 
cancies than jobseekers. Lee Biggins, 
managing director of CV-Library, 
said: “It’s great to see that business 
confidence is keeping strong - the 
promising rise in job numbers is par¬ 
ticularly good news for candidates 
looking for new opportunities.” 

Drug runner fails 
to get lesser term 

A DRUG runner caught with 1kg 
of high purity cocaine in his car has 
failed to convince top judges his pun¬ 
ishment was too tough. 

Shammi Rao, aged 43, of Robert 
Wynd, Bilston, was jailed for four 
years and eight months for his part in 
a plot to supply cocaine in the Luton 
area. Rao was caught after police spot¬ 
ted him in an Audi with two mobile 
phones and found 1kg of cocaine. 

Rao admitted conspiracy to sup¬ 
ply the drug and was jailed at Luton 
Crown Court on October 12 last year. 
He pleaded guilty on the basis that 
his role was ‘limited to that of a cou¬ 
rier acting on a single day’. But Judge 
Jeffrey Pegden QC said Rao had been 
‘acting for financial gain’. 

Circular rambling on 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers 
will be heading to Cheswardine for 
a 7.5 mile circular walk on Sunday. 
‘Cheswardine Vistas’ is a moderate 
walk on field paths, lanes and through 
woods with one incline. 

Non-members are always welcome 
and can call walk leaders on 01922 
456932 or 01922 451856. For general 
details, log on to The Ramblers web¬ 
site www.ramblers.org.uk/walsall 
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Call now for your FREE quote 



01922 648732 
07412 766665 

Elite-Upvc-Repairs 


CLICK FLOORING 



WHY PAY F/ ORE " 

ANYWHFRF FISF^ 

• Laminates • Quick-Step I 

• Engineered Authomed 

• Parquet Dttikr 

246 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LN 

01922 495525 

www (li<MUotlngonlii)0 to.tok 
Inoil: infoQ*die kflo^rinqonline.co.uk 



SHORT HEATH <bswM(pAadkc 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to 
include scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible fc 
free treatment if you an 
receipt of certain benefits, | 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you ai 



Tooth Whitening 
New patients welcome 
Cosmetic Dentistry - get the 
smile you always dreamed of 
Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 
Denture Repairs 
Sports Mouth Guards 
White Fillings 
Braces 

Crowns, Bridges & Dentures 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 



£150 


2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478 893 

Appointments Available Immediately! 


BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Vigilance urged 
on dumped waste 

FARMERS, landowners, businesses, 
and members of the public in the West 
Midlands are being asked to be more 
vigilant after a number of incidents 
where large amounts of processed or 
baled waste has been dumped. 

Over the last 12 months the En¬ 
vironment Agency in the West Mid¬ 
lands has seen an increase of illegally 
dumped waste on public and private 
land. Anyone with information on ille¬ 
gal waste activities, can log onto www. 
crimestoppers-uk.org or call 0800 555 
111 or via the Environment Agency 
Incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60. 

Time to help 
birds and bees 

BARRATT Homes, in partnership 
with the RSPB, is encouraging res¬ 
idents of new homes in the Black 
Country to put a spring in the step of 
local wildlife this season. 

The homebuilders have teamed up 
with the RSPB to give customers five 
top tips to create a home for wildlife in 
their garden this spring and do their 
bit for British wildlife. 

They include opening a bee B&B, 
creating a mini pond and looking after 
butterflies. For step-by-step guides to 
each of activity, visit www.rspb.org. 
uk/homes. 

Primary choice: 
£53k premium 

PARENTS in the West Midlands face 
paying a premium of almost £53,000 
to live near a primary school rated as 
outstanding, research has found. 

Those in the region are paying the 
highest ‘primary school premium’ to 
live in an admission area of a school 
that is rated by Ofsted as outstanding, 
compared with living near a school 
that requires improvement. 

The research combines house ask¬ 
ing price figures, from website Right- 
move, with data provided by 192.com. 

Marling the darling 
of city folk event 

FOLK singer-songwriter Laura Mar¬ 
ling will be one of the headliners at 
one of Birmingham’s main music fes¬ 
tivals. She is playing on the Sunday 
night of the Moseley Folk Festival. 

This year’s event takes place in Mo¬ 
seley Park from September 1 to 3. 

The Friday night headliner is Amy 
McDonald with The Magic Numbers 
second on the bill. Saturday’s line-up 
is headed by Argentinian-Swedish 
indie folk singer-songwriter and gui¬ 
tarist Jose Gonzalez. 

Singer to be indie pub 

FORMER Inspiral Carpets singer 
Tom Hingley is to play a solo acoustic 
concert in Wolverhampton. 

He will be appearing at The Ne- 
whampton Inn in Riches Street on 
April 21 with tickets priced £7. Tom 
featured on many of the band’s chart 
hits including This Is How It Feels. 


Councils told they can share part 
of £500m to help with road repairs 


AS public uproar over the state of our roads con¬ 
tinues, councils in the Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire have been reminded they can bid for a share 
of almost £500 million to deal with repairs. 

The pot of cash is being made available by the 
Department of Transport to help fill potholes and 
make other road repairs. 

It is hoped the funding, which will be for schemes 
across England from 2018 to 2020, will also help 
tackle congestion. 

Transport Minister Andrew Jones said: “We are 
investing record amounts on our roads - spending 
more than £23 billion on providing better journeys 
for motorists. We are also committing a further 
£1.3 billion up to 2020 to cut congestion and pro¬ 
vide important upgrades to ensure our roads are fit 
for the future.” 


Meanwhile a major roadworks scheme lasting 
18 months has been announced to improve a busy 
section of the A449, which is a gateway into Wol¬ 
verhampton. Changes will be made to the road be¬ 
tween Junction 2 of the M54, at Fordhouses, and 
Springfield Lane. Residents and businesses in the 
area will be consulted on the details of the scheme 
before it gets underway in September. 

Council bosses say they will seek to minimise dis¬ 
ruption while the works are carried out. 

The aim is to improve access to i54, the Wolver¬ 
hampton Business Park, and the Junction 2 em¬ 
ployment area. 

The scheme is expected to be funded by the 
Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership ‘Local 
Growth Fund’. A drop-in session to see more details 
and discuss the scheme will be held on April 18, 


at St James Church, Taunton Avenue, Fordhouses 
between 2pm and 8pm. 

For further information or to send a comment 
call the council on 01902 551155 or email trans¬ 
port.strategy@wolverhampton.gov.uk. 

Finally, roadworks on a stretch of the M6 have 
been completed in time for the Easter getaway. 

Highways England said the work to repair dam¬ 
aged concrete and waterproofing material at Junc¬ 
tion 7 for Great Barr had ended ahead of schedule 
thanks to the use of a new rapid-setting concrete. 

An army of 38 repair specialists worked some 
9,723 hours overnight and weekends. But it will 
be short relief for regular users of Midlands mo¬ 
torways with an 18-month scheme between Junc¬ 
tions 1 and 2 on the M5 due to get under way after 
Easter. 


it's that sinking feeling 


*T0P OF m 
2HE POTS 

THE Chronicle’s mission to 
highlight the worst potholes 
in our region is off to a flying 
start with readers flagging up 
some real road horrors. 

Last week we featured many 
pictures and reports of potholes 
sent in by readers from areas such 
as Cannock, Wolverhampton, 
Kingswinford and Bloxwich. 

Today we can reveal more pot- 
hole-plagued hotspots endured by mo¬ 
torists every day. 

Michelle Adkins highlighted the 
problems around the busy Hill Top is¬ 
land in Hednesford. This picture, top 
left, shows just one of a string of sim¬ 
ilar potholes which have to be tackled 
at the island where the Rugeley Road 
and East Cannock Road meet. 

Horrendous 

The mother-of-one said: “It’s a real 
bone-shaker. The whole island and the 
roads around it are covered in holes of 
varying depths. It looks more like a 
track than a main A-road in parts. 

“I can’t believe that main roads are 
allowed to get in this terrible state and 
then are just left. 

“This island is next to two schools 
and a garage as well as being the road 
to Rugeley. There is so much traffic on 
it and cars are bouncing in and out of 
horrendous holes.” 

The island is less than two miles 
from the notorious Five Ways Island in 
Heath Hayes which itself has received 
38 reports to the county council about 
the condition of the road. 

Both islands were recently pointed 
out to Staffordshire County Council 
highways chiefs by Cannock Chase MP 
Amanda Milling who was ‘assured that 
both are scheduled for work’. 

Rachel Jenkins also shared her pic¬ 
ture with us on Twitter of a damaged 
car. She said: “This happened in 2013 
in Cat and Kittens Lane, Feather- 



Just one of many where Rugeley 
Road and East Cannock Road meet 



Colin Woodward of Hednesford had 
to replace a tyre costing over £116 


stone, and the pothole is still there 
now.” 

Tithebarn Road in Rugeley, WS15 
2QW is particularly bad, says Mr S 
Davies, with a huge deep pothole 
right in the centre of the road and 
several others in the road too. 

“It is like being on a dirt track as 
we drive along there, and only four 
weeks ago, the front suspension 
spring snapped on our car, which cost 
us almost £200 to have repaired.” 

“There is also another deep pot¬ 
hole in the middle of Fortescue Lane, 
just round the corner from Tithebarn 
Road.” 

The A499 between Kingswinford 
and Kinver has a number of potholes. 



Damaged to a tyre done in Cat and 
Kittens Lane, Featherstone 



Just one of many in Heath Street 
and Blewitt Street, Hednesford 


The worst are just before the junc¬ 
tion with Lawnswood Road and after 
the traffic lights at the Stewponey, 
says reader C Nash. 

“Both potholes have been reported 
to South Staffordshire Council but to 
date no repair work has been done. 
They have been classed as non ur¬ 
gent but the size and depth of them 
would suggest that they are a signif¬ 
icant health and safety risk particu¬ 
larly to those on bicycles.” 

Cohn Woodward said he had con¬ 
tacted MP Amanda Milling about the 
state of the roads in Hednesford. 

He has had to replace a tyre cost¬ 
ing more than £116, due to hitting a 
pothole in the dark. And Craig Win- 



Craig Winter sent in this from 
Bardy Lane in Longdon 



This one in Hednesford with phone 
to give idea of the depth 


ter from Rugeley sent in a picture of 
a bad pothole in Bardy Lane, Long¬ 
don which he hit last week and had 
to buy a new tyre. 

The Chronicle wants to identify 
the top 10 pothole blackspots in the 
region to flag up to our councils and 
we need your help. 

If you know of any pothole-ridden 
routes or deep holes please let us 
know. You can email details of the 
road, preferably with a picture, your 
name and any comments you would 
like to make to Sue.Attwater@ex- 
pressandstar.co.uk or drop us a line 
at Editorial, The Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 
1ES. 


CSE signs 
training to 
come in for 
council staff 

ALL members of staff at Walsall 
Council will be trained to spot signs 
of child sexual exploitation after an 
increase in reports. Currently a range 
of social care professionals who work 
with vulnerable children are required 
to undertake CSE training. 

However, under plans set to be 
given the go-ahead at a full Walsall 
Council meeting, training for all 
members of staff is set to be made 
mandatory. The number of CSE 
instances reported in the borough 
rocketed from 82 in 2014/15 to 120 in 
2015/16 - an increase of 46 per cent. 

A proposal to make training man¬ 
datory was discussed at a scrutiny 
committee meeting in January and 
was set to be passed at the meeting 
on April 10. 

Imran Suddle, Walsall Councils 
CSE and Missing officer, said: “A key 
element of the council’s strategy in 
tackling CSE is to enhance and ex¬ 
tend the training delivered so that as 
many people as possible understand 
what CSE is and are able to spot and 
act upon early warning signs so vul¬ 
nerable children receive timely and 
effective intervention. 

“The strategy to tackle CSE 
through training has had a signifi¬ 
cant effect as people are increasingly 
reporting issues of concern.” 

Currently social care professionals 
who work with vulnerable children 
are required to undertake CSE train¬ 
ing. These include social workers, 
practitioners from early help and 
youth justice services, staff who work 
in children’s homes and foster carers. 

Brewing up to 
help the elderly 

A SPECIAL tea party for the elderly 
is taking place at Willenhall Fire Sta¬ 
tion on St George’s Day, Sunday April 
23. 

Charity Contact the Elderly is or¬ 
ganising monthly events nationwide, 
for over-75s who live alone and who 
are unable to get out and about. 

A charity spokesman said: “Willen- 
hall fire service have shown consider¬ 
able interest to our charity - the only 
one in the UK dedicated to alleviating 
loneliness in our elderly community - 
with their incentive to give fire safety 
talks to our older guests.” 

Local businesses, cafes, tea shops, 
supermarkets and a local mobility 
outlet will be providing free wheel¬ 
chairs, cakes, sandwiches and savour¬ 
ies. More information is available at 
www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk/ 

Blues-rock artist 
announces gig 

BLUES-ROCK guitarist Eric Gales 
will play at The Robin 2 in Bilston on 
May 31. 

Tickets start from £15 and doors 
open at 7.30pm. For more informa¬ 
tion and to book tickets, visit www. 
therobin.co.uk. 
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LARGE CAR PARK 
BEHIND DIZZY KIDZ 


Sfiecudtit t6e TUumm Stwm 

Specialists in finest quality bespoke 
Gas and Electric fires and surrounds 


FULL FITTING, 
DELIVERY SERVICE AND 
HOME SURVEY AVAILABLE 

New range of log 
burners in store 


KH E-H. , JPI Short Heath, Willenhall WV12 5RA 

www.firesandfireplaceswillenhall.co.uk 01922 475222 



www.furnitureformodernliving.co.uk 








































Counterfeit 
cigs pair in 
suspended 
sentences 

TWO men found with nearly 400,000 
illegal cigarettes being sold at a Wal¬ 
sall shop have both been fined. 

The pair were given suspended 
sentences for their parts in the con¬ 
spiracy to sell counterfeit tobacco 
products, which also included 159kg 
in pouches of hand rolling tobacco. 

They sold the items at Polonia 
Polski Sklep on Caldmore Green in 
Walsall, above which 45-year-old de¬ 
fendant Mohamad Hsin lived. Hsin, 
convicted after trial of conspiracy 
to sell counterfeit goods, and who 
pleaded guilty during the trial of un¬ 
authorised possession of counterfeit 
goods, received a total of 22 months 
suspended for 18 months, and must 
also complete 200 hours of unpaid 
work. 

Seizures of the products were made 
during raids by Trading Standards 
and HMRC at the premises in Octo¬ 
ber 2013, May 2014 and September 
2014, with co-defendant Hassan Reza, 
29, of Friday Acre, Lichfield, plead¬ 
ing guilty on the day of trial to two 
counts of unauthorised possession of 
goods and one of unauthorised sale of 
goods. He was sentenced to a total of 
14 months, suspended for 18 months, 
and must also carry out 200 hours of 
unpaid work. 

Some of the items were completely 
bogus brands, produced abroad specif¬ 
ically for illegal supply. 

There were also copies of legitimate 
makes with fake trademark pack¬ 
aging, along with a large number of 
genuine packets, smuggled into the 
country without the duty paid. 

Catering for group 
of college visitors 

A MEMBER of staff from The Aqua 
Group, which has a collection of be¬ 
spoke restaurants and bars in Lon¬ 
don, Beijing and Hong Kong visited 
Walsall College Level 3 Hospitality 
and Catering students as part of their 
UK tour to find new talent. 

Marcos Kapulno, learning and 
development manager at The Aqua 
Group, gave a presentation about the 
current employment opportunities in 
the UK hospitality industry and gave 
guidance on how students can make 
themselves stand out in the compet¬ 
itive sector. 

In addition, he also gave an over¬ 
view of the group’s history and how 
they have established a successful 
brand, available careers, the employee 
benefits they offer and their internal 

waterboys to play 
at Symphony Hall 

CELTIC rock band The Waterboys 
will be playing in Birmingham on Oc¬ 
tober 10 on a UK tour. 

The tour, including the Symphony 
Hall concert, is in support of the 
band’s forthcoming studio album. 


New chapter for shop with funds plea 



Scott Southey, surrounded by books 


THE owners of a Walsall bookshop 
are crowd-funding to try and expand 
their site - or face drowning in a sea 
of reading materials. 

Southcart Books, based on Lower 
Hall Lane, is run by Scott Southey 
and Amy Carter, who recently man¬ 
aged to successfully crowd-fund a 
move to their new premises. 

A loyal customer base has built up 
over the last three years for the shop, 
which is the only traditional inde¬ 
pendent bookshop in the Walsall bor¬ 
ough. Now, Scott and Amy are calling 
for their help as they look to nearly 


double the bookcase space available 
in order to showcase the extra books 
which are filling the shop. 

Mr Southey said: “We aim to close 
off our kitchen in our sizeable stock- 
room so that we can nearly double 
the area of bookcase space available 
for our awesome and loyal customers. 

“All in all the work would create an 
extra 200sq ft of shop space.” 

Aside from selling books, the shop 
also hosts free community events in¬ 
cluding talks from authors, a thriving 
book club and creative writing classes. 

Mr Southey said: “We are in a good 


place business-wise but we want to 
get more books out there.” 

Those who do donate will get some¬ 
thing in return for parting with their 
cash. For every pledge up to £250, the 
person giving the donation will get 
the same amount of money in credit 
to spend on books. 

Parting with £250 up to £1,000 will 
see the donor have the chance to have 
part of the new space dedicated to 
them with a plaque. 

A target of £17,000 has been set. 

To donate, visit http://www.crowd- 
funder.co.uk/southcartbooks/ 


Council backs out of ID 
moves during elections 


WALSALL Council has backed out 
of a Government pilot to introduce 
ID measures at elections to tackle 
fraud - with concerns including how 
staff would handle women wearing 
Muslim veils. 

Former leader Mike Bird said the idea 
was ‘more trouble than its worth’ and 
may lead to ‘confrontation’ at the polls. 

The Government is looking at running the 
pilot schemes at local elections next year on 
the back of recommendations made by former 
Local Government Secretary Sir Eric Pickles. 

It would see participating councils request 
ID from voters at polling stations in a bid to 
crackdown on electoral fraud. 

But Walsall Council’s chief executive Paul 
Sheehan has raised concerns about the idea. 

Among a list of questions he asked what the 
protocol would be for checking the ID of Mus¬ 
lim women wearing a traditional Hijab veil. 

In a report he said: “With regards to Walsall 
demographics we could have people arriving to 
vote with passports as ID who are wearing Hi- 
jabs. What protocol would be required so that 
the polling station staff could be satisfied that 
the ID was sufficient?” 

Sledgehammer 

Councillor Bird attended a Corporate and 
Public Services Overview and Scrutiny Com¬ 
mittee and confirmed the authority had de¬ 
cided to back out. 

He said: “We are not taking part. It is a 
sledgehammer to crack a walnut and to my 
knowledge we don’t have a problem with peo¬ 
ple voting in other people’s name. 

“It is more trouble than it’s worth.” 

He added: “There are women within the 
Muslim community who will be wearing a 
Hijab, and (if they were asked for ID) I can see 
confrontation at election times. It is an issue, 
there are several others and this is why we 
won’t take part.” 

Mr Sheehan also feared that imposing ID re¬ 
strictions would increase the chances of results 
being challenged which would harm the coun¬ 
cil’s representation. 

He concluded: “From the very limited in¬ 
formation currently available it seems there 
would be a significant risk in participating in 
a pilot at this stage. 

“The lead time into carrying out the pilot in 
2018 is very short, and the rules in relation to 
the pilot are not yet finalised.” 



Swifty’s tails to fly off the shelves 


Jacob Tranter, aged four, who was one of the first youngsters to get Swifty’s first book 


HE is a key part of Walsall Foot¬ 
ball Club - but how did Swifty 
become the Saddlers’ mascot? 
The answer has been revealed in 
a new children’s book which tells 
the story of how one small swift 
became a hero to thousands of 
young football fans. 

The brand new storybook 
for young club supporters is a 
joint-project between Walsall 
Football Club and Walsall Studio 
School. It was launched on Sat¬ 


urday, when the Saddlers drew 
against Oxford United in a League 
One fixture. 

Youngster Jacob Tranter, aged 
four, was invited along to the 
launch and was one of the first to 
receive his very own copy. ‘Swifty’ 
is ideal reading for children be¬ 
tween the ages of three and six. 

Commercial Manager Wayne 
Thomas believes said: “When I 
first came to the club, secretary 
Dan Mole said it would be nice to 


engage with a younger audience 
here at the club. We feel our mas¬ 
cot and the book is a great way to 
do this.” 

Studio school head of sixth 
form, Peter Stack said: “We have 
had students and staff working 
together over nine months to 
produce an excellent book. The 
combination of well-crafted sto¬ 
ry-telling and superb illustrations 
will further cement Swifty as an 
enduring part of Walsall.” 
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Worker injures 
knee with nail 

AN industrial worker suffered a nasty 
injury when a nail went through his 
knee. The incident, which happened 
while the man was on a container 
at an Oldbury industrial unit, was 
attended by the West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service 
(WMAS) and fire¬ 
fighters from the 
town’s station. 

Reporting the in¬ 
cident on Twitter, 

Jack Lewis from 
the ambulance 
service’s Hazard¬ 
ous Area Response 
Team said: “We 
were called to assist male on container 
who’d put a nail through his knee 
with nailgun!” 

A photo of the patient on a stretcher 
was shared on social media. 

Bowls dub rolls 
out celebration 

A CELEBRATION concert takes 
place at the end of the month at a 
bowls club to mark one member’s 
101st birthday. 

The performance at Great Wyrley 
Methodist Church in Walsall Road on 
Friday April 28 will be in aid of Can¬ 
cer Research UK, dedicated to Cyril 
Hockham, who as well as being pos¬ 
sibly the oldest active bowls player in 
the country, is also a chorister. 

Tickets for the show which starts at 
7.30pm are £5, including after concert 
light refreshments. For tickets, con¬ 
tact 01543 671934, or 01902 602752. 

Students belt up 
to make the grade 

MARTIAL arts students in Cheslyn 
Hay made the grade. Three members 
of Black Star Aikido, have achieved 
their yellow belts, including 13-year- 
old Tom Coates, at the club’s first 
grading of the year. 

The others were Mark Wylkes, 46, 
and Kyle Wylkes, 24. A fourth club 
member, Nick Thomas, 43, passed his 
purple belt. 

Training is on Mondays and Fri¬ 
days from 7.30pm, with sessions held 
at Cheslyn Hay village hall in Pinfold 
Lane. Email info@blackstaraikido. 
com 

Club set to host 
saint celebration 

A St George’s Day event takes place 
at a Great Wyrley club on Saturday 
April 22. Harrisons Sports & Social 
Club in Wharwell Lane, is the venue 
for the start of a walking procession 
at midday, going round the village, led 
by St George on his Shire Horse and 
various village organisations. 

The event will raise funds for Great 
Wyrley Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal. A fete will follow at Harrisons 
from 2pm to 4pm. For further infor¬ 
mation, contact 01922 414647. 



The man is lifted 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 

Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 

Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 




Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f *0 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


10p fora 
carrier bag 
- that’s not 
a bargain 

OKAY, since October 2015 larger retailers 
have been obliged to charge 5p for carri¬ 
er bags. One of David Cameron’s madder 
“green” ideas I would suggest. But still, 
you can’t blame the shops for it, can you? 

But in that case, why is one major re¬ 
tailer charging customers lOp for each 
bag, double that dictated by govern¬ 
ment? Home Bargains, I would love an 
explanation. 

□ □□ 

OF course, charging for carrier bags 
is not an entirely new concept. You will 
probably remember that back in the 80s, 
Kwik Save used to charge for the bags, 
but there was never any pretence that it 
was about environmentalism. The argu¬ 
ment was that by keeping costs down, 
Kwik Save could offer lower prices, and 
give customers a choice about whether 
they needed bags. 

More importantly, Kwik Save also of¬ 
fered customers a selection of used 
cardboard boxes, free of charge. That’s 
what I call a green policy. And when you 
moved house, you could always go into 
Kwik Save for a tube of peppermints, 
and walk out with a giant box to put your 
belongings in. Why don’t today’s super¬ 
markets do the same? The other week I 
saw a member of staff in one of the big 
four who was stamping on these perfect¬ 
ly usable box to throw them away. Which 
doesn’t seem very green at all. 

□ □□ 

OF course, infuriating though it is, the 
carrier bag nonsense pales into insignif¬ 
icance compared to the lunacy of gov¬ 
ernment attempts to tell us what cars 
to drive. Back at the turn of the century, 
Gordon Brown was telling us to all buy 
diesels, offering tax incentives to make 
the switch. Still kept the limo for himself, 
just like they all do, but diesel was defi¬ 
nitely the way forward. 

Then, in 2009, it was decided that 
this was not enough, and the scrappage 
scheme was introduced. I hate scrap- 
page, for two reasons. Firstly, because 
of the stupid ungrammatical name. Since 
when has scrappage been a word? In the 
hate stakes, it’s right up there with sig¬ 
nage, stakeholder and train station. 

But secondly, I hate the destructive 
side of it, the way more than 500 old 
Jaguars and 100 old Porsches were 
needlessly destroyed just because the 
politicians thought we should drive diesel 
hatchbacks. I even feel a tinge of sadness 
at the lost Austin Maestros and Lada Ri¬ 
vas. Surely if they had survived this long, 
they warranted a little more respect. 

Anyway, almost a decade later, scrap- 
page is back on the agenda. Diesel is 
now public enemy number one, and the 
Government is reportedly considering us¬ 
ing taxpayers’ money to persuade people 
to scrap the dirty cars that a few years 
ago politicians were telling us to buy. Per¬ 
haps it might be an idea to scrap a few of 
the meddling politicians instead? 


Muggers just making money without doing any work 




Voters must decide if they want to keep this 
serial defector Douglas Carswell 


Desperate? No way, 
just plain wicked 


BEING mugged is traumatic and our hearts 
go out to Jeremy Corbyn’s 23-year-old son 
Tommy whose mobile phone was snatched by 
a thief on a moped. But I doubt if many share 
Tommy’s view that “I’m sure the guy who did 
it was more desperate than bad.” Behold, the 
enduring woolly-left belief that all crime is the 
result of society’s inequalities or government 
policy and all criminals are to be pitied. The 
truth is that some people are plain wicked. 

BY coincidence, as Tommy Corbyn was em¬ 
pathising with his mugger, two other motor¬ 
bike-riding phone thieves were being jailed in 
London. They had snatched 18 mobiles in a sin¬ 
gle day. Using the Corbyn analysis, they were 
presumably 18 times more desperate than Tom¬ 
my’s attacker and 18 times more to be pitied. 
Or maybe they were just a pair of thugs out to 
make money without doing any work. 

DOCTOR Who’s new companion Pearl Mack- 
ie will be a mixed-race lesbian who calls herself 
Bill. Rarely in the history of drama has one char¬ 
acter ticked so many politically-correct boxes. 
Curiously, we are also told to expect a return 
of some of the Doctor’s scariest enemies, the 
Cybermen. Surely in these enlightened times 
that should be Cyberpersons. Or Cyberfolk? Or 
plain Cybers? 

I WROTE recently about “the British Isles.” A 
reader says this term is no longer politically cor¬ 
rect. My apologies. I was referring, of course, to 
the British/Irish Atlantic archipelago. That really 
trips off the tongue, doesn’t it? 

CELEBRATING her golden wedding, Mary 
Berry prepared a perfect banquet of perfect 
plump king prawns, perfectly pink lamb and a 
perfect cream cake glazed with mirror-perfect 
chocolate icing. It was all so relentlessly perfect. 
I found myself hoping to see her hubby Paul 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



hiding in his shed with a bucket of KFC. 

AS the food industry comes under yet more 
pressure to reduce sugar levels, I am reminded 
of that childhood treat of yore, the well-buttered 
banana-and-sugar sandwich. It was even better 
without the banana, wasn’t it? 

A TEAM of British scientists has created a 
sieve capable of turning sea water into fresh 
drinking water. Based on the wonder material 
graphene, the sieve will undergo trials to see 
how effective it is. Already, there is talk of an 
end to worldwide droughts, prosperity for the 
developing world and deserts turned into lush, 
blooming breadbaskets, consigning famine to 
history. However, some of us of a certain age 
will be thinking: Tomorrow’s World. Remember 
it? It was the BBC science series, launched in 
1965, which introduced viewers to a succession 
of breakthroughs and inventions which were al¬ 
legedly going to transform the planet. Maybe 
some did but the abiding memory is of Tomor¬ 
row’s World being a sort of Sargasso Sea from 
which bright ideas never reappeared. Moral: 
some concepts simply never make it from theo¬ 
ry to practice. Today, a dazzling British invention 
is poised to transform our planet. Again. 

BLAME human nature. If you offer people 
£300 a day to do nothing, they will take it. I 
doubt if anyone is surprised at the latest report 
showing some members of the House of Lords 
are filling their pockets simply by turning up for 
a few minutes. The Lords is too big, too lazy and 
far too undemocratic but it is also the ultimate 


old codgers’ luxury club for MPs on the way 
out. They all have a vested interest, not only in 
keeping the Lords but expanding it, as we pay 
the bills. Ironic, isn’t it, that in the bad old days 
when the undemocratic House of Lords was full 
of hereditary, unelected peers, it commanded 
far more respect than it does today? 

IN some academic circles, the use of terms 
such as “man up” and “forefathers” is seen 
as sexist and threatening, and students can 
be penalised for using them in essays which 
count toward their degrees. A document from 
Hull University revealed at the weekend warns 
students: “Failure to use gender-sensitive lan¬ 
guage will impact your mark.” You know, the 
more I look at “penalised,” the more I worry. 

MY recent item on Gibraltar takes me back 
to a strange assignment, videoing the lads of 
the Fusiliers as we all abseiled down the Rock. 
In those days video cameras were enormous 
and heavy, and filming required both hands. 
This meant I had to step backwards off the 
Rock with no rope to hold on to, and trust in the 
blokes above. They let me down without letting 
me down. I bet that doesn’t easily translate into 
Spanish. 

THE voters of Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, must 
be wondering whether their Popeye-looka- 
like MP Douglas Carswell will ever make up 
his mind. Carswell defected from the Tories to 
UKIP, resigned from Parliament and successful¬ 
ly fought a by-election under his new banner. 
Now, he has quit UKIP to become an Independ¬ 
ent. The serial defector claims that because he 
has not joined another political party it’s not 
necessary for him to fight a by-election. Well, 
he is wrong. Clacton voted for a UKIP MP not 
an Independent, and the voters there should be 
given the opportunity to say if they want to re¬ 
tain this flibbertigibbet MP or dump him. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Rubbish 
dumpers 
should be 
binned off 

“IF you have been affected by any of 
the issues in this programme ...” said the 
ITV continuity announcer at the end of a 
particular soap. 

I have, I thought, so I wrote to the mak¬ 
ers of Emmerdale. Sorry, the National 
Television Award-winning Emmerdale, as 
the announcer likes to make clear. 

But it wasn’t to congratulate them on 
said award. Nor was it regarding one of 
their so-called hard-hitting storylines. 

My letter was about a much bigger 
problem sweeping the country. Litter. 

You see, one of the characters, a young 
girl, was sitting at a bench outside the 
Woolpack. She got up to go school and 
left an empty crisp packet behind her. 

Surely, the young actress was not 
brought up to just leave her litter behind, 

I questioned. Impressionable young chil¬ 
dren could be watching the show and 
think it’s okay to not take rubbish with 
them, I protested. 

But my correspondence was, appropri¬ 
ately, just swept under the carpet. “Thank 
you for your interest” and “your com¬ 
ments have been noted” were all they 
could muster up. 

But for me this is a serious issue. I am 
forever seeing drink cans, food waste 
and wrappers, empty crisp packets, you 
name it, strewn into a hedge or just left 
by the roadside, and, often within sight 
of a bin. Whatever the reason, there is no 
excuse, just laziness, disrespect and dis¬ 
regard for this green and pleasant land in 
which we live. 

And, while you may think teenagers are 
the biggest culprits, a Keep Britain Tidy 
campaign revealed the worst litter louts 
were 35-to-54-year-old men, exactly the 
age group I fall into. So, I can only apolo¬ 
gise for my fellow brethren. 

Thankfully, there are people who care 
as much as I do. Keep Britain Tidy’s Big 
Spring Clean campaign has seen volun¬ 
teers take to the streets and in my home¬ 
town of Cannock alone more than 20 
bags of rubbish were collected within a 
short area. 

Even those bastions of quality journal¬ 
ism, Good Morning Britain carried out 
their own survey, purposely dropping lit¬ 
ter to gauge public reaction, with many 
being horrified by the brazenness of such 
an act. 

But what can be the long-term solu¬ 
tion? Spending taxpayers’ money on 
more bins that probably won’t get used? 
On-the-spot fines? There has even been 
talk of bringing back a scheme that was 
around when I was a child, to get money 
back on bottles. 

Admirable. But pointless when most 
law-abiding, reasonable people correctly 
use their recycle bins. 

One thing is for sure, there are enough 
people that care about the environment 
to make a difference, though it shouldn’t 
be left to others to clean up after people. 
Now, don’t get me started on flytipping . . 

MARK SHIPP 


No DEPOSIT 

Re QUirep 


(\ 

HEWTREND BATHROOMS] 

•-LIMITED- ' 



1 TROUBLE GETTING 

11 

\i\1IIA RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED IN 2000 

■ OUT OF THE BOTH? 


BATHROOM 


Walk in showers, baths and wetrooms 

tailored to your needs - 

VAT free in most cases 

Easy clean wall panels - no tiling required! 

Can be installed in just one day - no 

mess, no fuss 

No upfront deposits to pay 

Free seat and grab rails while stocks last! 

Here’s what our customers say: 
“Thank you for supplying our lovely new shower room, 
we’ll definitely recommend” 



FREE SURVEY AND QUOTATION SERVICE BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED FROM £2599 INC TILES 

Mr Breese from Willenhall -Thank you for supplying us with a lovely new bathroom 
Jean Rollings from Aldridge - Big big thank you! Our new bathroom is just perfect 
Mr Walters from Walsall - The transformation from old to new looks brilliant, would 
not hesitate to recommend to others 
‘’Continuous high standard” - Bernard & Barbara, Walsall 
"Thanks for giving us the wow factor” - Mr & Mrs Dekanski 

Open Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm Saturday 9 am-4 pm 

8 Norton Road Pelsall WS3 4AY 01922478723 www.newtrendbathrooms.co.uk E: info@newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 


Mr and Mrs Dale - Walsall 

“Thank you for a job well done and the fitters for the job 
they Mr anc j Mrs Atkinson - Pelsall 




Call today for a Free 


No Obligation Quotation 





Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



























Sorry state of town's old tech 


I WAS on my way to Bilston Library re¬ 
cently when I came across the sorry looking 
state of the old Technical School opposite 
the library. I felt it was a real tragedy that 
this beautifully-designed building had been 
allowed to disintegrate in such a manner 
over the last 20 years. 

I was also rather saddened at the sorry 
state of Bilston itself these days, where 
major shops are closing, leaving tackier ones 
to take their place and I even heard that the 
main post office has now been moved to a 
small shop in an outlying area. All this to 
save money I wonder? Because if it is then 
it just adds to the demise of what was once 
a great small town. 


I note that the Tech School in Bilston was Walsall 


opened by the great Mr Sankey who I think 
died in WWI, his great steel making com¬ 
pany was making helmets for soldiers at the 
time, and his company became a great iconic 
factory within the Bilston area, now the 
area of the retail area of the town I think. I 
am willing to be corrected. 

I note the Town Hall and the Regency 
church in central Bilston are getting some 
renovation, and that is good to see, the li¬ 
brary is a gem to behold and the Conserva¬ 
tive Club is also quite iconic, but I wonder if 
there are plans for the whole town? 

Come on Wolverhampton, you can do bet¬ 
ter than this! 

IAN PAYNE 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 

walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Walsall Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Prac¬ 
tice, which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are un¬ 
happy with the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Decision day date 
to be remembered 


Mounting 
pressure on 
social care 

AT last the Government has 
done it. 

No, I don’t mean the pal¬ 
try £2billion it has promised 
to put into A&E and social 
care over the next two years 
which, although a step in 
the right direction, is still 
but a pebble in the ocean, 
compared to what is re¬ 
quired. 

Even then it gave no men¬ 
tion of mental health care 
which is in as big a crisis as 
the other two. 

No, what I refer to is that 
Philip Hammond (Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer) actu¬ 
ally admitted in the ‘House’, 
as part of his budget speech, 
that A&E and social care 
are under pressure, which, 
may I suggest is a bit of an 
understatement. 

Meanwhile, I bet that one 
caused Theresa May and 
Jeremy Hunt a few sleepless 
nights, given that they have 
been in total denial about 
this factor, for a very long 
time! 

Now, we must keep the 
pressure on even more, until 
they come forward with a 
more realistic sum of money 
that matches the size of the 
problem that they know and 
have now admitted exists! 

ALLAN KYTE 

Great Wyrley 


IN my early education his¬ 
tory was chiefly about dates 
that have been remembered 
and celebrated throughout 
our long glorious past. 

History gave us dates we 
can recall: VE Day May 8, 
1945; Trafalgar Day Octo¬ 
ber 21, 1805; Bannockburn 
January 23, 1314. 

Or in peacetime: Decimal 
Day February 15, 1971; 
Channel Tunnel Opening 
May 6, 1994 but another 
should be added to that list 
- Wednesday, March 29, 
2017, when Article 50 was 
enacted. 

Speaking with over one 
hundred 16-17 -year-olds in 
my area, one out of 100 was 
pro-Br exit. 

A generation’s future 
being stolen. 


They will no doubt tell a 
very different history of cur¬ 
rent events in their futures. 

The UK benefits from the 
NHS, state education, social 
security and regulations to 
protect our workers and our 
environment. Such things 
need sufficient tax revenues, 
pooled resources, fair con¬ 
tributions from all through 
a transparent tax system to 
succeed. 

If Brexit shrinks our na¬ 
tional wealth we are all in 
for a poorer quality of life 
and poorer standards in 
public services. 

Indeed, we may also see 
the break-up of the UK itself 
which could be the next his¬ 
toric date for posterity. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 
Walsall 


Bordering 
on the truth 

AS an Englishman living in 
England, I have no opinion 
one way or the other about 
Scottish independence. 

The almost complete 
clean sweep of Scottish 
constituencies by the SNP 
removes the pragmatic con¬ 
sideration of an injection of 
Labour MPs into the West¬ 
minster parliament. 

However, if I were a Scot¬ 
tish Nationalist politician, I 
would be utterly delighted 
with the Chronicle letters 
page. 

A m I the first to coin the 
word ‘Caledoniaphobia’ for 
the prevailing attitude? 

Keep it coming, lads! All 
the negative bilge about 
Scotland and Scots in gen¬ 
eral, and Ms Sturgeon in 
particular, must be a joy to 
SNP propagandists. “Hey, 
Angus, Duncan, Mhairi, 
have a look at this. This is 
what the English think of 
you.” 

ALAN T HARRISON 

Walsall 

Support your 
leader, Tom 

AS a Unite member I am 
sick and tired of reading 
about Tom Watson and his 
comments about Unite the 
union and funding the Mo¬ 
mentum members within 
the Labour party. 

He cannot stand the fact 
that Jeremy Corbyn has a 
massive following from La¬ 
bour Party members. 

What Mr Watson fails to 
mention to the general pub¬ 
lic is that he is involved with 
the right wing of the party, 
namely Progressive alliance, 
and attends their meetings 
in order to vent his anger 
that Corbyn is still leading 
the Labour group. 

It is my belief that he only 
intends to feather his own 
nest and look after his own 
interests. 

Stop bleating Tom and 
support your leader! 

RANNI SUHOOD 

Walsall 




Professional, Personal & Local 


"LOW PRICES & EXPERT SERVICE" 


STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £10/wk* 




wi»mw |fensa| 


Suppliers and Installers of:- 

•Windows »Doors •Conservatories *Patio Doors *Bi-Fold Doors 


•Garage Conversions «Car Ports *Canopies *Garage Doors 



•Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 

Rehau 70mm Profile 
Internally Glazed 
Fensa Registered 
No Salesmen 
OAP Discounts 
A+ Rated Windows 
20th year in Business 
Family Run Business 
Secured by Design 
Experienced Fitters 

Tel: 01922 401425 



www.pvcudirect.co.uk pvcudirect@hotmail.co.uk 

I FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK 


HEAD OFFICE 


Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, Bloxwich. 
Walsall WS3 2XT 

Tel: 0800 917 5266 Fax: 01922 475719 


SHOWROOM 


34 Portland Road Aldridge 
Walsall WS9 8PZ 
Tel: 01922 744306 



We will beat any 
like for like quote 


FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 


Insulated compact 
electric roller door in 
white 2300mm wide x 
2300mm high overall 
sizes supplied and fitted 


Brompton Supply 
only with frame 


Supplied and 
fitted with frame 


Supply Only 


40mm insulated 
sectional door free 
painted colour choice 
free motor 

Supply only 


Horizontal Canopy Door 
Supplied only 


Supplied & fitted 


Supplied and fitted 


Frame 


‘All doors are priced from and based on door sizes T wide x T or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VAT 

Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 

OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 
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Donations welcome, volunteers required 
Big range of new and used goods 

• Sofas 

• Washing machines 

• Brie a Brae 

• Clothes ^ 


71 Park Road, Bloxwich 
01922 276257 


NOW OPEN 


£267m cash boost for 
schools in the region 


SCHOOLS in the West Midlands 
are to benefit from a £267 million 
cash injection, according to the 
Government’s education chiefs. 

Education Secretary Justine Green¬ 
ing announced that schools across the 
region are to receive the funding in the 
hope it will create more than 24,000 
extra school places by 2020. 

The funding is also aimed at giving 200 
new projects to improve and expand school 
buildings the green light. 

The news comes as new Government fig¬ 
ures show that almost 735,000 additional 
school places have been created nationally 
since 2010 - 74,000 of them in the West 
Midlands - with 93 per cent of new primary 
school places and 92 per cent of new second¬ 
ary places created in good or outstanding 
schools in the region in 2015-6. 

The funding allocated this week also in¬ 
cludes £58m for West Midlands schools to 
invest in upgrading their school buildings 
and gives the go ahead to 200 vital school 
building work projects. 

Fairer 

Education Secretary Justine Greening 
said: “Our Plan for Britain is to build a 
fairer society. This investment of £267m in 
the West Midlands, together with our pro¬ 
posals to create more good school places, 
will help ensure every young person in the 
region has the opportunity to fulfil their 
potential.” 

The funding is part of the £2.4 billion 
of capital funding allocated to create new 
school places across the country, and to 
maintain and improve the condition of 
school buildings. It is part of more than 
£24 billion the Government has committed 
to investing in the school estate between 
2015-2021. 

This overall funding comprises of £980m 
of funding for local authorities in 2019-20 
to create more than 60,000 school places. 
This is part of a wider investment of £7bn 
in the course of this parliament. 


GP practice in turnaround 



Pinfold Health Centre in Bloxwich, 

A WALSALL GP practice has com¬ 
pleted a staggering turnaround af¬ 
ter being rated ‘good’ by the CQC 
just six months after being labelled 
‘inadequate’. 

St Mary’s Surgery on Field Road 
in Bloxwich was praised for its work 
helping people with long term con¬ 
ditions, making services safe, its 
caring and effective approach and in 
responding to people’s needs after a 
Care Quality Commission inspec¬ 
tion in December. 

A previous report had found that 
limited medicines were available to 
treat patients in an emergency sit- 


which houses St Mary’s Surgery 

uation and the practice was rated 
inadequate in three out of five key 
areas. 

The practice manager, Stacey 
Wyatt said: “We are really proud 
that we have been able to turn 
around our CQC inspection rating 
within a space of six months. To go 
from a rating of inadequate to good 
is a tremendous achievement. 

“As a small practice we endeav¬ 
our to offer a more personalised 
approach to care; and feel this is 
reflected in a higher than average 
patient satisfaction rate when com¬ 
pared to other practices.” 


Furniture 01922 711177 | 

25 % Nation 
OFF 


Open 7 days per week 


BRAND NEW SOLID OAK RANGES IN 



SALE 

NOW 

ON 


FREE 

DELIVERY 





Oak sideboards 
from £269 


Oak TV Units 
from £179 



Oak Tables and 
Chairs from £299 



Oak bedsides 
from £75 



Oak Bookcases 
from £139 


Oak Coffee 
Tables from £145 


Oak Wardrobes Oak Display Oak Beds 

from £399 Cabinets from £440 from £209 



Oak Chests 
from £199 



Oak Nests Of 
Tables from £115 




Brand New 
White Bedroom 
Furniture 



www.furniturenation.co.uk 

UNIT 3, ARROW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STRAIGHT ROAD, WILLENHALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WV12 5AE 



EASTER OPENING TIMES 
GOOD FRIDAY 9AM-5PM 
SATURDAY 9 AM-4PM 
SUNDAY-CLOSED 
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 11AM - 4PM 



JR Fireplaces 

THE FIREPLACE SPECIALIST ^ 

Tel: 01922 479196 Mob: 07976 008149 



WHY PAY MORE? 

• Gas & Solid Fuel 

• Package Deals • Gas Safe 

• Full Installation Service 

• Expert Advice For Gas 
and Solid Fuel 

Come and Compare 
Our Prices I 

Wyvale Garden Centre, Chester Road, Aldridge WS9 0LS 


www.raybouldfireplaces.co.uk 





“My dedicated team have 
the local knowledge to help 
you create a unique funeral 
or memorial at a cost that 
meets your budget 

Trevor Palmer - Funeral Director. 


WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO 



PELSALL 

01922 685999 

63 Norton Road, Pelsall. 


GREAT WYRLEY 

01922419090 

164 Walsall Road, Great Wyrley. 

Here for you - 24 hours a day! 

Halliwell Funeral Service is proud to be part of Tamworth Co-operative Society 


J P Techniclean 


Carpets & Soft Furnishings 

SPECIAL HALF PRICE OFFERS 


Normal Price Special Price 


Carpets 12ft x 15ft 

£30 

£15 

Lounge 12ft x 21ft 

£42 

£21 

Stairs and Landing 

£38 

£19 

UPHOLSTERY 



Chair 

£20 

£10 

2 seater sofa 

£32 

£16 

3 seater sofa 

£38 

£19 

LEATHER 



Chair 

£30 

£15 

2 Seater Sofa 

£40 

£20 

Curtains full length 6ft wide 

£40 

£20 


FULLY INSURED & ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

AVAILABLE: Stain Remover, Deodoriser, Sanitiser, 
Scotch Guard Protection,, Flame Retardent, Hard Floor 
Cleaning, Mobile Car Valeting, Car Interior Cleaning 

CALL JOHN @JP CLEANING 

0800 511 8454 Freephone/07932 766162 Mobile 

Iggi Small Family Run Business Est 

www.jptechniclean.co.uk 1994 
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Police chief hits out at 


THE West Midlands’ highest-ranking 
police officer has said ‘snobbery’ is be¬ 
hind controversial calls for civilians to 
become chief constables. 

Dave Thompson had previously hit 
out at the proposals but has now gone 
further to suggest there is something 
of a class war playing out in the media. 

He said: “Policing is one of the most 
socially-mobile professions, and un¬ 


like many people in the military and 
parts of the civil service, we are pop¬ 
ulated with people with very different 
socio-economic and educational back¬ 
grounds and histories. 

“I just detect a constant whiff of 
snobbery in the language about police 
leadership not being ‘up to the cali¬ 
bre’ that constantly plays out in the 
papers. 


‘snobbery’ 

“There’s something going on here 
that feels to me like exclusion. In some 
ways there is a judgment being made 
by people who struggle to accept that 
many police leaders come from differ¬ 
ent backgrounds. 

“We use language like ‘calibre’ and 
‘needing more talent’, and occasion¬ 
ally I think those are proxies for some¬ 
thing slightly more uncomfortable.” 


Mother-of-eight back on 
Manor fundraising trail 



Neonatal unit senior nurse Lisa Poston, Jensen, Diane and daughter Evie 


A MOTHER of eight who 
nearly died during childbirth 
but thankfully pulled through 
has carried on her fundrais¬ 
ing mission for Walsall Manor 
Hospital. 

Diane Watkiss, has donated an¬ 
other £600 - on top of the £5,000 
she has already handed over. 

Diane, of Darlaston, gave birth to 
her eighth child Jenson in January 
2015 - 10 weeks early - after suffering 
placenta abruption, a serious condition 
in which the placenta partially or com¬ 
pletely separates from the uterus. 

Her own life was at risk and Jensen 
was given a 50 per cent chance of 
survival but both pulled through 
and Diane went on to raise a huge 
£5,106.15 for the neonatal unit after 
promising ‘something good would 
come out of such a difficult time’. 

Clothes 

After taking a few months off from 
fundraising for Walsall Healthcare 
NHS Trust’s Well Wishers charity, 
Diane has been working hard again, 
selling baby clothes and other items 
and was back on the neonatal unit ear¬ 
lier this month to hand over another 
£600. 

Neonatal Unit Senior Nurse/Ward 
Manager Lisa Poston said: “All of our 
neonatal babies and their families are 
important to us but Diane will always 
have a special place in our hearts as 
she is a fundraising whirlwind. 

“We don’t know how she does it, 
particularly as she’s mum to eight 
children, but she just keeps going and 
we’re so grateful to her, 


“We want to put the money she’s 
raised towards breast milk warming 
devices in our expanded neonatal unit 
which is being built in 2018.” 

Diane, who lives in Rough Hay with 
husband Paul and their youngest chil¬ 
dren, said she knows first-hand how 
important it is for mums to be able to 
use their own, or donated, breast milk 
to feed their babies. 

“When your child is so poorly and 
you can’t hold them close all the time 
you need to do anything you can to cre¬ 
ate a bond and being able to give them 
your breast milk is such a comfort. 

“I’m pleased that the money raised 


will go towards one of these devices,” 
said Diane. 

Georgie Westley, Walsall Healthcare 
Fundraising Manager added: “On be¬ 
half of Well Wishers I’d like to add my 
thanks to Diane for yet another won¬ 
derful donation. 

“Once again, she has contributed to 
something that will make a real differ¬ 
ence to Walsall mums and babies.” 

Visit Well Wisher’s website at www. 
walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk/charity or 
email Georgie .Westley @ walsallhealth- 
care.nhs.uk. 

Follow Well Wishers on twitter @ 
WellWishersWHC for regular updates. 



info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 

A MEMBER OF IFENSAI MEMBER NCt31^948 


Established in 1989 


70mm internally beaded sculptured profile 
28mm double glazed unit 
Full Maintenace & repair service on UPVC 
windows and doors 

^ Double Glazed Units fitted the same day 


‘ We will 
now be open 
Saturdays 
10am-2pm 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 
NO PRESSURE SELLING 


Windows & Glass Ltd 


Products at tears 
affordable v ofser ^c e 
prices y 

FREE QUOTES 

Suppliers and installers 
of high quality energy 
efficient PVCu products 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Rollingmill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 


www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 




jjEtertical Blinds /ro/w£ 99.00 


FITTINGlWITHINMtzhi§UF§ 


& Blinds 


alsallcarpets.co.u 


mm 


A 


mmii 


ON 


Bedroom Carpets from £ 55.00 Kitchen Vinyl from £ 39.00 

“ .. \\A A ./ ' . , A _. 


EASTER OPENING TIMES 

Good Friday 9am-5pm 

Willenhall, 

Green Lane, 

Aldridge, 

Saturday 9am-5.30pm Sunday Closed 

WV12 4JQ 

Walsall WS2 8LE 

Walsall WS9 8AA 

Easter Monday 10am-4.30pm 

Tel: 

Tel: 

Tel: 

Green Lane & Alrdrige 

Willenhall Closed 

01902 606026 

01922 634555 

01922 452626 


www.suddz.co.uk 


1 JI^sign 


SERVICE 


_JL 


0% 


FYING CUSTOMERS 

itions.Apply) f ~~-. 


& /fit< 


athrooms 


uddz 


itchens 


Call now for a , no obligation quote: 01543 379670 


Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills,WS8 6JN 

Opening Hours - Mon, Weds, Thurs and Fri 9am-5pm, Tues I0am-3pm, Sat I Oam - 4pm 
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Walsall Clinical Commissioning Group 




Need health advice this spring? 

£heck our helpful local guide before you decide ^ 
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Self-Care 

Cough? Cold? 
Sore throat? 




From coughs, colds and sore throats 
to aches and pains, self-care at home 
is the best choice to treat very minor 
illnesses, ailments and injuries. 

A well stocked medicine cabinet can 
help you with this. 


Your Local P~^ 
Pharmacy 

Need to stock up medicines? 

Your local pharmacy can provide confidential, 
expert advice and treatment for a range of 
common illnesses. 

Pharmacists can also help you manage long 
term conditions such as diabetes and asthma, 
give advice on staying healthy. They can also 
dispense repeat prescriptions. 


Your GP 

Illness or injury that 
won't go away? 




If you have a non-urgent, ongoing illness 
or injury, then you should make an 
appointment to see your GP. Your local GP 
surgery provides a wide range of family 
health services, including advice on health 
problems, vaccinations, examinations and 
treatment. 



NHS 111 

Need medical advice 
quickly? 




NHS 111 is the NHS non-emergency 
number. It's fast, easy and free. Call 111 
and speak to a highly trained adviser, 
supported by healthcare professionals. 

You should use the NHS 111 service 
if you urgently need medical help or 
advice but it's not a life-threatening 
situation. 


Urgent 
Care Centre 

Need urgent care for an 
injury or illness that's not 
life threatening? 

Urgent care centres offer fast, convenient 
and expert care for injuries and illnesses 
that are urgent but not life threatening. 
This includes minor cuts, burns and bites; 
sprains and minor fractures; fevers, 
infections and rashes. 

There's no need for an appointment. 


A&E and 999 

Difficulty breathing? 
Heavy bleeding? 
Broken bones? 

Chest pain? 




Accident and Emergency (A&E) 
departments and the 999 ambulance 
service should only be used in a critical 
or life-threatening situation. 

At A&E, the most seriously ill patients 
will be seen before those with less 
urgent conditions. Non-emergencies will 
be treated at our Urgent Care Centres or 
referred to NHS 111. 


NHS 111 is available 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. 

Calls are free from landlines 
and mobile phones 



Urgent Care Centres are located at: 


Saddlers Centre 
Bridgeman Street 
Walsall 
WS1 1YT 

Open 8am - 
8pm every day 


Walsall Manor Hospital 
Wilbraham Road 
(off Moat Road) 

Walsall WS2 9PS 

Open 7am - 
midnight every day 


A&E departments are located at: 


Manor 

Hospital 

Moat Road 
Walsall 
WS2 9 PS 


Good Hope 
Hospital 

Rectory Road 
Sutton Coldfield 
B75 7RR 


New Cross 
Hospital 

Wolverhampton 

Road 

Wolverhampton 
WV10 0QP 


walsallccg.nhs.uk * @WalsallCCG 


Bricks call as locks 
memorial filling up 



Secretary of Willenhall Heritage Trust Julia Saint and councillor Diane Coughlan 


Warning on bogus courier 


A BLACK Country town’s 
iconic lock workers memo¬ 
rial only has space for 200 
more bricks before it is full. 

The memorial in Willenhall has 
now completed its second phase, 
and it was honoured at a special 
ceremony on Sunday. 

Plans for a third phase are already 
well underway, but this phase will be 
the final one meaning residents will 
need to move quick if they want to se¬ 
cure a brick at the memorial. 

Councillor Diane Coughlan, from 
Willenhall Heritage Trust, helped to 
get the memorial off the ground and 
has been supporting it ever since. 

She said: “We are working on phase 
three for the memorial which will have 
another 200 bricks, but after that 
there will be no more space so they 
will be dealt out on a first-come first- 
served basis.” 

Heritage 

Asked about the importance of hav¬ 
ing a memorial to the lock industry 
and its workers, Councillor Coughlan 
added: “It is our heritage. We were the 
biggest lock making industry in the 
world, we have sent locks all over the 
world and still do. It is really impor¬ 
tant for our town and our community 
to have a memorial. 

“We are really proud of our herit¬ 
age.” 

A total of 490 bricks, each inscribed 
with the name of a former lockmaker, 
have been laid at the site now follow¬ 
ing the launch of the project in 2014. 

They were installed during two 
phases, the first batch of 270 were 
completed by Christmas 2015, with 
Assa Abloy funding a notice board to 
go alongside. 

The second lot of 220 were finished 
by last November with H Squire & Son 
providing a map of lockmakers from 
Willenhall from the 1800s. 


FEARS have been raised a bogus cou¬ 
rier could be on the prowl in Walsall 
after equipment was stolen from Yodel 
in Rushall. 

Police have warned the possible 
conman may now try to trick people 
to giving over money. A Yodel work 
jacket, size XXL, was stolen from a 
work van along with a Motorola hand 
held device and charger. 

Kevin Pitt, Walsall’s police and 
community partnerships officer, said: 
“Yodel is a courier delivery service 


and we are concerned that these items 
could be used by a bogus caller to trick 
their way into someone’s house or into 
handing over money. 

“Should you be approached by any¬ 
one claiming to be from Yodel please 
check their ID carefully before engag¬ 
ing with them, especially if you are ex¬ 
pecting a parcel. The company logo is 
the word ‘Yodel’ in green. Should you 
be approached by anyone you believe 
to be bogus please call the police im¬ 
mediately.” 



Tel-01922 45773 

Email - info@aspirehairandbeautyc 
Web - www.aspirehairandbeautycl 
See us and like us on Facebook and 


ji, 

(7LIDEOUDE 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 
Tel: 01543 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 



EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 01543 679202 


Made to order, with a large choice of colours 
and finishes 


Delivery direct to home or site 
Available to trade and retail 


Composite GRP Doors from £410.00 + VAT 







www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Visit our showroom: Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
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WINDOWS 


s trade.com 

Where reputation matters 


1 OFFERS 

BUY NOW FAY 2018 

INTEREST FREE 


IIEII 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 



WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSER VATORIES 
...BUILT TO LAST E255M 



FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


30 years' experience of manufacturing high 
quality pvcu windows and door products 


Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk Fac i ory Jopening hours 


(Authorised and regulated by the financial Conduct Authority) Unit i, Fryers Close, Walsall. WS3 2XQ 


8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 
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Aldridge Fireplaces 



SALE NOW ON 


50% OFF all gas and electric fires 
when purchased with a suite 


FREE FITTING 


Spectacular Easter savings at 
your local fireplace showroom 



The frontage of the showroom in Anchor Road, Aldridge Part of the range available at Aldridge Fireplaces 


(excludes fires only) 


■50% OFF VOUCHER' 

Vf VALID UNTIL MONDAY 17TH APRIL 2017 (BANK HOLIDAY) U 

* Bring voucher to claim discount 




51A ANCHOR ROAD, ALDRIDGE WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 



AS the Easter break is upon us and 
summertime is fast approaching, 
why not take advantage of some 
spectacular savings, by visiting 
Aldridge Fireplaces’ buoyant 
fireplace showroom in the centre 
of Aldridge town. 

Aldridge Fireplaces is a family-owned 
business with brothers Matt and Dan 
Pennell at the helm. “Our emphasis is 
based on a relaxed, personal service 
where we offer a no rush service,” Matt 
states. 

“We realise your fireplace purchase is 
probably one you are only going to make 
once in around 20 years or even once in a 
lifetime, so if the customer can’t decide in 
the shop we will visit each individual home 
to offer our expert opinion.” 

The stylish showroom features some 
exclusive marble and Portuguese 
limestone displays, solid wood and stone 


Commercial feature 

surrounds. “We also now offer a wide 
range of wood burning stoves,” states Dan. 
It’s been a really positive few years after the 
company received the most testimonials in 
2014 for ‘most loved fireplace shop’ in the 
UK via the best of Walsall website. 

2015 saw Aldridge Fireplaces finish 3rd 
after its category was extended to home 
improvements, but it was still top fireplace 
showroom in the UK (on the best of sites). 

It now has well over 100 testimonials on 
the bestofwalsall website which can be 
viewed at www.bestofwalsall.co.uk. The 
experienced sales staff are also able to 
offer packages to suit all ages and styles of 
home, offer quality products at affordable 
prices, as well as manufacture bespoke 
fireplaces to the correct size if required. 

In addition to this there is currently FREE 
FITTING on offer when you purchase any 
fire with a suite. “But there’s also some 
more good news from this Good Friday, 


Saturday and Bank Holiday Monday, we 
are carrying out one of our biggest offers 
to date,” Dan states. “We feel Easter is a 
great opportunity for families to get out 
and with this in mind we wanted to offer 
our best offer yet. This weekend only if you 
purchase any of our fireplace suites you’ll 
receive 50 per cent off any of our gas or 
electric fires, this could possibly save you 
around £300 on average,” Matt adds. 

Aldridge Fireplaces will then fit both 
your newly-purchased fireplace and fire 
for absolutely nothing as well. “We find 
this is where we excel compared to other 
fireplace showrooms in the area who just 
offer a card from a third party engineer,” 
Dan adds. 

The offer starts at 10am Good Friday 
from 10am-4.30pm. Saturday 10am- 
4.30pm, Sunday closed and reopening 
Bank Holiday Monday 10am-4pm. Aldridge 
fireplaces is located at 51 a Anchor Road, 
Aldridge, WS9 8PT, opposite the Crown 
Carvery (the Elms pub). 

Telephone: 01922 458017. 




warn 


mm 


Black Angus Ribeye Steak, Black Angus Sirloin Steak 
& Black Angus Hipbone Steak 
51b for £20 

Whole Boneless Turkey Breast £1.991b 
Whole Boneless Loins of Pork £1.291b 
5kg Chicken Breast only £18 while stocks last 



Edmund Howdle 


Quality meat 

est. 193^ 


38 High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 


Tei: 01543 375046 / 377625 


All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

Visit www.edmundhowdle.co.uk for a full price list & offers 

^1 Like us on Facebook 



bekO ChFtnj} BOSCH 


BORSHCH 


Walsall 

Unit I 7-19 Victorian 
ArcadeWSI IRE 

01922 279927 


Gas & Electrical Superstore 

OTHER BRANCHES IN 

Birmingham Dudley Erdington 

Upper Trinity Street Pear Tree Lane 1-41 Sutton Road 

Birmingham B9 4EG Dudley DY2 OQU Erdington B23 6QH 

0121 773 6361 01384 571 879 0121 448 0202 



Opening Times 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 


Extended guarantee available • At least 12 months guarantee • Local delivery & installation • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


Facebook 

Borshchelectric 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk g- 












































Fair queen and 
princess chosen 



The Rushall May fair carnival princess, left, Megan Div¬ 
ine, who is aged nine, and queen, Heather Smith, 10 



WENDY 3+1 +1 IN FINEST I PORTABELLA COLLECTION ■ CHESTERFIELD SUITE IN 

ITALIAN LEATHER I I BRITISH LEATHER 


THE queen and princess for this year’s Rushall May Fair 
have been chosen. The annual community event will take 
place on May 1 at Rushall Playing Fields, Rowley Place, 
featuring a variety of singers, performers, stalls, fair rides 
and a classic car show. 

In keeping with May Fair tradition, organisers had to 
find a queen and princess for the crowning ceremony, 
which is usually the focal point for the day. 

Chosen at random this year from entrants was Megan 
Divine, nine, as princess and Heather Smith, 10, as queen. 

Organiser Sue Blakemore said: “Finding a queen and 
princess is a really important part of putting together a tra¬ 
ditional May Fair and we are delighted with ours this year. 

“We don’t like to make children compete against each 
other for something like this so the entrants were put into 
a hat and chosen at random. We know they will do a great 
job and their crowning is a focal point for the day so we are 
happy to have them on board.” 

Preparations are going well ahead of the event, with 
some stalls still available. 

Attacker 
thought 
his victim 
was dead 


A MAN who carried out a violent attack after 
an argument outside an Aldridge pub thought 
his victim was dead, a court heard. 

Karl Mills, aged 34, from Icon House, Yardley 
Road, Acocks Green, became involved in an ar¬ 
gument with a man at The Crown pub on Anchor 
Road, after he took issue with how the victim was 


speaking to some of the 
women inside the pub. 

As the night drew to a 
close and people left the 
premises, Mills and the vic¬ 
tim continued arguing out¬ 
side, with the row turning 
violent and resulting in the 
victim being left ‘battered 
and bloody’ in a bus stop. 

Mills pleaded guilty to one 
charge of inflicting actual 
bodily harm and possession 
of cocaine during a hear¬ 
ing at Walsall Magistrates 
Court. 

Prosecuting, Mukhtaiar 
Aubhi, said: “The victim 
was left battered and bloody 
in a bus stop after this at¬ 
tack. When police arrived, 
the defendant told them he 
had beaten him up and was 
very aggressive in how he 
was speaking to officers. 

“An officer then deployed 
a Taser but this did little to 
stop him. He was then ar¬ 
rested, before admitting to 
officers that he had drunk 


By Jordan Harris 

eight pints of cider and had 
cocaine on him. 

“The next day he was in¬ 
terviewed and admitted that 
when he saw the victim’s 
injuries in the immediate 
aftermath of the fight, he 
thought he was dead.” 

Despite the immediate se¬ 
riousness of the attack, the 
court heard the victim was 
left with a badly bruised eye 
and recovered. 

Defence solicitor Gordon 
Peters said: “My client has 
admitted that he has prob¬ 
lems with his anger.” 

Magistrates deemed that 
the case was too serious 
for Mills to be sentenced at 
magistrates court and or¬ 
dered he be sentenced at a 
Crown Court. 

The sentencing will be 
carried out at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court on April 
28. 




FULL LEATHER LIFT AND RISE 
TWIN MOTOR RECLINER WAS 
£1699.99 NOW ONLY £999.99 


ORDER YOUR BASE AND MATCHING HEADBOARDS TODAY ON ALL BEDS 



r 


LOOK US UP ON GOOGLE SEARCH WS FURNISHINGS WALSALL 


HARVERD SUITE 


4FT 6IN SAVOY DIVAN SET 
ONLY £389.99 


AND TAKE A LOOK WHAT’S IN STORE BEFORE YOU VISIT US 


Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE 
FREEPHONE 0800 1975419 

Visit our new website: www.wsfurnishings.co.uk 

EASTER OPENING TIMES Good Friday 10am-5pm Saturday 10am-5pm 
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY Bank Holiday Monday 10.30-3pm 

FREE PARKING ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 
Number of buses are: No. 5, 69, 70, 38A All above buses stop outside our store 


FREE 

PARKING 

AREA 
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The Arthur’s of the Grand bar at the Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 


Titanic anniversary cutlery, at Arthur Price 


Fifth generation - James Price with his father Simon Price 


and famous family cutlery 
is still at the cutting edge 


Years on 
business 

IT’S one of the Midlands’ most 
famous family businesses whose 
products have graced the tables 
of Royal palaces, the country’s 
most prestigious hotels and even 
the Titanic. 

And this year cutlers Arthur Price 
celebrates its 115th anniversary with 
the Lichfield-based firm still 100 per 
cent family-owned and run by the 
fourth and fifth generation descend¬ 
ants of its founder. 

The company, which has Royal War¬ 
rants from the Queen and Prince Charles, 
moved its head office to Staffordshire from 
Birmingham 35 years ago and is still the 
hallmark of quality with Harrods and Sel- 
fridges stocking its cutlery. 

And the name Arthur Price is reaching 
new corners of the world. 

“I believe there is an appetite for people 
buying a nice product,” says Simon Price, 
the company’s fourth generation managing 


MEMORY LANE 


By Rob Golledge 


director. “We were in South Korea recently 
and the interest particularly amongst the 
younger generation was huge. 

“The world has become disposable in 
many ways with people buying cheap and 
then throwing them away but I think peo¬ 
ple will always value top-end products that 
will last a long time. 

“Our brand has been around a long time 
and not many businesses can say they have 
been in the same family and have their 
products on sale for more than 50 years.” 

“People look up to our products around 
the world - there is a lot to be said for it 
being English.” 

The company, which has factories in 
Sheffield and Birmingham, employs 200 
people and is also sparking interest in Ger¬ 
many and the Middle East. Exports makes 
up around 20 per cent of the company’s 


And over the years it has also supplied 
Concorde and the Beckhams. 

Simon’s son James, aged 28, is the fifth 
generation of Prices to work at the firm. He 
is the great-great grandson of Arthur Price 
who founded the company in 1902. 

The business development manager 
said: “Since I can remember I have always 
wanted to go into the family company. 

“Dad has never forced me into it, it is 
something I have always wanted to do.” 

Important 

After finishing university in Sheffield, 
James started his own marketing business 
in Birmingham to get ‘life experience’ be¬ 
fore joining the family trade. 

He said: “It was very important to get an 
idea how things work and to find my feet. 
When I joined the family business I then did 
every role from working in the warehouse 
to where I am today.” 

Being a family-run company is important 
to the Prices. “This will never be a corpo¬ 
rate company. There are other things in 


life than just making money,” said 57 year 
old Simon. “It’s not about the short term. 
It is not about making the last half cent in 
a pound to satisfy some shareholder in Lon¬ 
don. It is about enjoying going to work and 
enjoying work, it is about family values and 
that includes the people we work with, such 
as suppliers.” 

Brexit has dominated the political and 
business landscapes for the past nine 
months. But both Simon and James feel 
positive about the future of the business. 

Arthur Price has forged a new rela¬ 
tionship with Wolverhampton - with the 
company sponsoring the luxury bar at the 
Grand Theatre, known as Arthur’s Of The 
Grand on the dress circle level. 

The company supplied over 1,000 pieces 
of cutlery and specially commissioned sil¬ 
ver holloware pieces including champagne 
buckets, coasters and cocktail shakers all 
engraved with the Arthur’s Of The Grand 
logo. 

“I first went to the Grand Theatre some¬ 
thing like 50 years ago,” said Simon. 



Arthur Price - founder of the cutlery company 



All styles and materials 


Call for 

further information 


Roller, Up & Over, 


and Side hinged 




/FITTING SERVICE / METAL, TIMBER, GRP, UPVC 
/MADETO MEASURE 

/ ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE 

Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 0QH 


honm 

^8^ 


t i-fil Q99 ftl 1 9K9 www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 

I e,: U19fefe vllbvv sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk , , 

FREE NO OBLIGATION ONSITE QUOTEA 




Ta 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 








































































Very Deep Pile 

WAS £17.99 sq mtr 



Berber 

Chunky Berber 
Bleach Cleanable 
suitable for any Boom 

‘SPECTRE’ 

ltoist 

Fantastic Choice 
of Colours 




luxurious Fe 

Comes with a 
lifetime Guarantee 
- ask for details 


Saxony 

A Luxury Saxony 
from Abingdon in 
choice of colours 
Lifetime Guarantee 

Luxury 
Bedroom 
Carpet 

Choice of Colou 
Bleach Cleanable 


OUR GOLD SERVICE 

We will send out an experienced estimator to your home 
with a complete range of samples. You can choose your 
\ carpet in the comfort of your own home. We will then 
1 send TWO fitters who will move furniture, remove 
j your old carpets and fit your new carpet. 

...The Complete Uplift & Removal 
Service - ask for full details 



COME AMD 
VISIT US 
TODAY 


YOU WON’T FIND A CARPET CHEAPER! 


WALSALL 

Day Street Walsall, WS2 8EJ 

01922 621800 


WE ARE NEXT TO THE 
LEATHER MUSEUM 



MEET THE TEAM 

TOM, ADAM 
& JOHN 


WALSALL STORE IS OPEN SUNDAY’S 10-4PM web: www.crscannock.com 
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^Popular beauty 
spot could be 
events venue 

A POPULAR council-run beauty spot 
could soon be hired out for ‘large scale 
events’ organised by third parties. 

The latest annual report from the 
Barr Beacon Trust, detailing recent 
events and future plans for the site, has 
revealed Walsall Council is drawing up 
legal agreements, which could be given 
to third party organisations wishing to 
use the site for an event. 

Barr Beacon is one of the highest 
points in the West Midlands and offers 
spectacular panoramic views from the 
top. It recently hosted the Bands on 
the Beacon festival, which will return 
in July. 

Plans for the future of Barr Beacon 
will be discussed at a full Walsall Coun¬ 
cil meeting on April 10. 

Helen Owen, democratic services con¬ 
tact officer with Walsall Council, said: 
“Proposals include a Pie & Ale festival, 
featuring a Last Night of the Proms 
theme, in September, which aims to 
raise funds Armed Forces charities.” 

Bands on the Beacon is one of Wal¬ 
sall Council’s flagship music events. 
Headliners this year include Dead Sea 
Skulls and The Assist, both groups from 
the borough. Ms Owen said: “The 2016 
event was well received however, the 
attendance was disappointing with the 
turnout not sufficient to cover costs, re¬ 
sulting in a loss.” 


Chase is on for 
golden ticket to 
attend festival 


Network Rail wants Bescot for 
new concrete sleepers factory 



The railway sidings site next to the M6 at Bescot, which could provide 100 jobs in a concrete sleepers factory 


A RAILWAY site beside the 
M6, between Sandwell and 
Walsall, has been lined up to 
build a new factory that will 
supply sleepers to the rail 
network across Britain for 
years to come. 

Network Rail has highlighted 
the railway sidings at Bescot as 
the preferred location for a new 
concrete sleeper factory which 
will secure up to 100 jobs in the 
West Midlands. 

Vital 

It says the move will also ‘ensure 
Bescot remains a key location on the 
national railway map’. A spokesman 
said: “Sleepers are a vital part of the 
railway, and if approved, the new fa¬ 
cility will produce up to 600,000 of 
them a year, accounting for 60 per 
cent of Britain’s supply.” 

Network Rail’s other factory in 
Doncaster will provide the remaining 
40 per cent. The proposed site at Bes¬ 
cot will be directly connected to the 


rail network making it quicker and 
easier to transport the sleepers. 

Martin Frobisher, route manag¬ 
ing director of Network Rail’s Lon¬ 
don and North Western route, said: 
“Network Rail remains committed to 
the West Midlands economy which is 
why Bescot has been identified as our 


preferred location for the new fac¬ 
tory that will retain the bulk of our 
sleeper manufacturing presence in 
the region. 

“Bescot is ideally placed at the 
heart of the rail network to provide 
sleepers across Britain. We are in dis¬ 
cussion with the local council to carry 


out an environmental assessment of 
the proposed factory and its impact 
on the surrounding area before we 
fully consult with local people and 
stakeholders on our plans.” 

Network Rail will award a 15 year 
contract to manufacture concrete 
railway sleepers in spring this year. 


LIBRARY users in Walsall can join the 
hunt for a golden ticket to the Birming¬ 
ham Literature Festival. 

The town is one of a number taking 
part in the hunt. Some 20 golden tickets 
have been hidden in bookshops, cafes 
and libraries across the Midlands to cel¬ 
ebrate the festival’s 20th anniversary, 
with its first ever spring edition taking 
place from April 21-23, to complement 
the annual October event. 

Each ticket offers the finder two free 
entry passes to one of the festival’s 
events and one special ticket offers the 
winner a full festival pass. 

Details on how to claim your event 
passes are given on the golden tickets. 

Other places taking part are Shrews¬ 
bury, Stafford, Stoke on Trent, Strat- 
ford-Upon-Avon, Hereford, Solihull, 
Sutton, Coventry, Warwick, Worcester, 
Bromsgrove and Birmingham. 

Organiser Jonathan Davidson, Chief 
Executive of Writing West Midlands, 
said: “It’s a significant year for us, cel¬ 
ebrating 20 years of sharing great writ¬ 
ing with this great city. The finders of 
the golden tickets will be welcomed to 
one of our fantastic events.” 

As well as tickets for individual 
events, there is also a Festival Pass, 
which allows regular attendees the 
chance to attend the 10 main events for 
just £50. 




WELLBEING 


FITNESS S 


£10 Vet 

Consultation 

for new pets* 


There are lots more great reasons to visit your local Vets4Pets. 

To find out more visit: vets4pets.com/greatreasons 


Inside Pets at Home, Reedswood Retail Park 

Reedswood Way, Walsall, WS2 8XA 

4Pets 

Putting your pet first 

Call: 01922 614454 or visit: vets4pets.com/walsall-reedswood 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


r 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY WITH OUR 
BRONZE FIXED PRICE RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 


| Bronze package includes: 

■ 5cm x 2 column advert in 
Express & Star (Thursday) 

|* 5cm x 2 column advert in 
Chronicle of your choice 
Two week listing on jobs. 
expressandstar.com 

I Package Price £399* 


5 line advert to appear in 
Express & Star Classified jobs 
for 5 nights 

We will run the lineage and 
online advert on a daily basis 
until you fill the vacancy 


Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


*AII prices are subject to VAT 
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REDUCED 

TO 


BARGAINS 
ON DIVANS 


10% OFF 

WITH THIS 
VOUCHER 


BANK HOLIDAY 
Bed & Mattress Clearance 


50% °flF 


; rrp N 

£4m?°: 


4ft6 TIVOLI BEDFRAME 
AND SPRUNG MATTRESS 


NOW 

£199.oo 


/ RRP ^ 

£ 195 ?°, 


SOFAS 


FROM 

£149<>o 

/huge" 

( CHOICE! 


5ft ETHAN’ IVORY 
BRASS BEDFRAME 


NOW 

£225. 00 


/ RRP N 

£ 195 ?°; 


—- . 


METAL BUNK BEDS 


NOW 

£97. 9# 

/rrp^ 

(£173?*; 


ASSORTED RECLINER 
CHAIRS & STOOLS 


NOW 

£99.°° 


3ft ‘MYA* WHITE/OAK 
WOODEN BEDFRAMES 


ORTHOPAEDIC 

MATTRESSES 


4ft6 SILK MEMORY 
POCKET 2drw DIVAN SEI 
PLUS FREE HEADBOARD 


METAL DAY BEDS 
IVORY OR BLACK 


DINING SETS 


NOW 

NOW 

NOW 

NOW 

NOW 

£97. 90 

£60. 00 

£359.°° 

£86. 90 

£99.oo 


MANY MORE SAVINGS ON BEDS & FURNITURE IN STORE 


19-20 Bradford Street. Walsall WS11PB 

(opposite Sadlers Shopping Centre/Bus Terminus) 

Tel: 01922 647 076 
www.clearancecentre.uk.com 

*!>0H doccum of nortraJ retal once, these hems tvttcatv New. E* End o# Uml Conceited o«Oers A Qjuuty j 


W ~ 

Bed 

Furniture 


EaLJE IfTwiQcs Kt 'lustration j 
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Senior Citizen Discount 


20% OFF 

Hairdressing Services 

Tuesdays to Thursdays 


rade, Aldridge W S 9 8 Q P 


FmnroQrn 17 Anchor para 
rial iocoou t: 01922 456152 


beautiful hair 


www.francescogroup.co.uk 


T’s & C’s: Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Valid at 
Francesco Group Aldridge with selected team members. Skin Allergy Test 
required 48 hours prior to colour appointment for all new colour clients. 

Appointments are subject to availability. 


Mouth of 
the South 
has lots to 
chew over 

Rob Beckett 

Town Hall, Birmingham 

THE toothy blond South 
London comic has a knack 
for spotting the absurdities 
lurking in modern life. 

He even offers advice on 
fighting back against the 
nuisance ‘have you had an 
accident at work’ phone 
calls by wasting their time 
- ‘yeah, I have, my ‘ed fell 
of - or how to ensure you 
never ever forget your pass¬ 
word: It’s idontknowmate, 
feel free to add 123, capi¬ 
talise the I and underscore 
wherever you please. 

On Saturday he shared 
with a full Town Hall his 
take on marriage, father¬ 
hood, technology and, to the 
biggest laughs, Kit Kats, 
tumbledriers and the worst 
place in England. It’s Corby. 

He gets the teeth gags 
out of the way early on - if 
he lived in Africa he would 
have been poached by now - 
and refreshingly uses fewer 
expletives than most comics. 

I am not saying that you 
could take you grandmother 
in total comfort, but I am 
sure she would have a good 
time. 

Beckett has an easy 
charm and is quick-witted, 
as shown in his banter with 
the front row. 

This included the schools 
pals Sophie and Fiona, 
who go together under the 
blended nickname Sofiona - 
“Fiona got her whole name 
in, she mugged you off 
Sophe”. 

The motormouth from 
the South may not be able 
to pronounce Birmingham 
properly, but he’s welcome 
back anytime. 



Caroline Quentin and Mark Addy as Lady Sarah and Sir John Hotham Pic: Pete Le May/RSC 


Cavalier comedy capers 


The Hypocrite 

Swan Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon 

HORRIBLE Histories meets Blackadder 
in Richard Bean’s riotous farce, The Hyp¬ 
ocrite, which is bringing belly laughs to a 
venue more accustomed to high drama. 

If all history was as entertaining (and 
as saucy) as this play, set in 17th century 
Yorkshire at the start of the English Civil 
War, we would be a nation of expert histo¬ 
rians. 

This co-production by the Royal Shake¬ 
speare Company and Hull Truck Theatre 
is to mark the Humberside city (don’t dare 
call it a town) being UK City of Culture 
2017, and has already been staged at the 
East Riding port. 

Hence lots of local references to York¬ 
shire locations, rugby, etc, that may be lost 
on a Midlands audience. 

It doesn’t matter because the gags come 
thick and fast from the pen of Hull-born 
Bean, the writer of West End hit comedy 
One Man Two Guvnors. 

He brings to life the true story of York¬ 
shire MP Sir John Hotham, who tried to 
please both sides - King and Parliament - in 
the war and make himself a fortune at the 
same time. It was, as Bean saw from the re¬ 
search, a farce. Hotham’s plan did not suc¬ 
ceed and he ended up losing his head. 

That is the starting point for the play as 


REVIEWS 


by Leon Burakowski 


the disembodied cranium of Hotham ex¬ 
plains how a combination of greed, coward¬ 
ice and stupidity led to his demise. 

The increasingly perplexed and desperate 
Hotham is portrayed with great comic en¬ 
ergy by Mark Addy, constantly at odds with 
his haughty wife, played with droll wit by 
Caroline Quentin, who knows a thing or two 
about men behaving badly. The insults they 
hurl at each other are highly inventive and 
not repeatable here. 

Slapstick 

Into the mix throw a lovesick daughter, a 
camp pair of royal spies, grumpy Puritans 
- and Drudge, an ancient family retainer 
dealt a series of slapstick indignities (acro¬ 
batic Danielle Bird, in old man disguise). 

The real injustices that fuelled the bloody 
civil war are raised by the strident folk song 
interludes from the impressive ‘Ranter’, 
played by Josh Sneesby, and Laura Elswor- 
thy as level-headed Yorkshire lass, Connie 
the servant. 

The Hypocrite is a treat, try to catch it 
before it ends its RSC run on April 29. 




Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, Painted 
and Reclaimed Furniture 
A huge choice of quality Furniture in our 
® fantastic two storey showroom * 


Pine & Furnitur 


Milan Range Made From 100% Solid Oak 


Bespoke Monks Benches Made On Premises 


Lisbon Painted Range 


■ E7 


=n 


Portsmouth Painted Range 


Deluxe 100% solid oak range 


Zenn range made from 100% solid oak 


Shop online www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit oui faWM »hop: handcraftedfurnitureuk 

Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 9XG Tel: 01543 379888 

Email: info@britanniapine.co.uk Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 














Snakes alive in zoo section 


DUDLEY Zoo keepers have introduced 
a new mixed exhibit in the site’s reptile 
house. 

The attraction’s three red-tailed green 
rat snakes are now living alongside two 
Borneo blood pythons in a newly-renovated 
enclosure. Sam Grove, senior keeper, said: 
“Both species come from Southeast Asia, so 
live in similar tropical conditions. 

“They’re also a great species to put to¬ 
gether as red-tailed green rat snakes are 
primarily arboreal, so stay high on the 


branches of the enclosure, while the blood 
pythons remain on the ground and spend 
much of their time in water.” 

Keepers got crafty in renovating the en¬ 
closure for the new residents by making a 
concrete tree trunk, complete with sprawl¬ 
ing roots, which also features a woven hide 
for the rat snakes. Assistant curator Jay 
Hayward, who worked on the project, said: 
“We’re really pleased with how it’s turned 
out and we’re hoping to recreate similar 
looks in other enclosures.” 


£500k fine for 
hospital over 
delayed crews 


Egg-citing day for 
young and old 


WALSALL Manor Hospital has been fined more than £500,000 this 
year for ambulance breaches which have affected hundreds of pa¬ 
tients. The ambulance service said people are being put at risk by 
crews being stuck at hospitals unable to leave. 

Patients arriving by ambulance are supposed to be formally ‘handed over’ 
within half hour - 15 minutes to clinically transfer the care of the patient and 
15 minutes for the crew to make the ambulance ready for the next person. 

But between April last year and February there have been a total of 1,609 transfers 

which have taken longer 
than the target, while an¬ 
other 234 handover took 
longer than an hour. 

Things did improve in 
February compared to Jan¬ 
uary but the hospital still 
recorded 156 breaches in 
the month - 22 of which 
were over 60 minutes. The 
national target is to have 
zero incidents at all. 

So far the ruling trust has 
been slapped with a fine to¬ 
talling £555,800. 

Philip Thomas-Hands, 
chief operating officer, said: 
“Across the whole country, 
ambulance attendances are 
increasing, which in one 
sense is a good thing. 

Closely 

“People are a lot more 
aware of the signs of things 
like a stroke or a heart at¬ 
tack but their first port of 
call is to phone for an am¬ 
bulance, which puts stresses 
on our A&E department as 
attendances there increase 
too. 

“We will be working with 
our ambulance colleagues 
very closely over the coming 
months and should see an 
improvement in the sum¬ 
mer months.” 

It is yet another conse¬ 
quence of the Manor’s A&E 
department coming under 
pressure particular during 
winter. 

A West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service (WMAS) 
spokesman said: “Every 
time one of our crews is 
delayed, it has a significant 
knock-on effect on our abil¬ 
ity to respond to 999 calls in 
a timely manner, which puts 
patients at risk.” Unsurpris¬ 
ingly the key month of Jan¬ 
uary saw the most handover 
breaches in the last year. 
There were 297 cases that 
took over 30 minutes and 
62 that took longer than 60 
minutes. 



Jake Pearson with left, Lilly Cox and Doris Hobday 

EASTER arrived early for residents at an assisted-living 
day centre when they were given chocolate eggs by school 
children. Pupils from Summerhill Primary School in Tip- 
ton travelled with staff to Walker Grange, also in Tipton, 
to hand out the treats. The initiative formed part of a pro¬ 
ject between the school and day centre where children have 
been learning about the impact of dementia. 

The project has been set up by Home Instead Senior 
Care, a domiciliary care company, in partnership with the 
school and day centre. Business development manager 
Susan Love, said the visit was a follow-up to a previous 
event - where she visited the school and spoke to pupils 
about living with dementia. She said: “The project has been 
absolutely great, it helps children to understand how peo¬ 
ple living with dementia can be helped.” 

A total of 42 Easter eggs were handed out, along with an 
Easter card, which was signed by members of the school’s 
council, which is made up of 24 pupils. 


Focus on 
city’s Irish 

THE Irish community in 
Wolverhampton will be the 
subject of the final lecture in 
the Black Country Society’s 
present series. 

The talk will be given by 
Simon Briercliffe, who is 
a researcher at the Black 
Country Living Museum. 

He will discuss the social 
and economic impact of the 
Irish over the years and the 
areas they have influenced. 

The talk takes place at 
the Portal at the Dudley 
Canal Trust, Birmingham 
Road, Dudley, on April 26 at 
7.30pm. Admission is £2. 


Towpath revamp 
gets £200k funding 

A CANAL towpath will get a £200,000 revamp after coun¬ 
cillors agreed to release the funds to help attract high qual¬ 
ity housing to the area. 

Wolverhampton council agreed unanimously to release 
the £206,000 to the Canal and River Trust to enhance the 
waterway and wildlife close to where 480 new homes are to 
be built in Bilston. 

The plans form part of the multi-million pound Bilston 
Urban Village plan. 

The existing towpath is unsurfaced and often muddy in 
wet weather. 

But the works will see the path between Deepfields Junc¬ 
tion towards Highfields Road widened and given a more 
durable surface. Once finished, the path will drain much 
better. It will also link with existing cycling and walking 
routes, which council bosses hope will encourage residents 
to take up a more active lifestyle. 



CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 
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RUGELEY 

Unit 7, Trent Business Park, 

Power Station Road, Rugeley. WS152HS 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 


HEATH HAYES 

Five Ways House, Five Ways, 

Heath Hayes WS123EA 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 


WALSALL 

Valsall Road, Walsall W< 


Lichfield 


TiIHM lil.'i 1 i ^lif.llilltiHii 


Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday 
and 10am-4pm Sunday 


Valley Rd, Lichfield. WS136EU 

Open 9am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat 
and 10am-4pm Sunday 


Tel: 01889 579074 Tel: 01543 270652 I Tel: 01543 897070 I Tel: 01543 41 09 56 
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FINAL REDUCTIONS 

EVERYTHING MUST GO!! 


interiorsitaliaa 


ALL REASONABLE OFFERS CONSIDERED 



STORE CLOSES EASTER TUESDAY 

SOFAS • COFFEE TABLES • BEDS • WARDROBES • HOME DECOR 
DINING SETS • SIDEBOARDS • CONSOLE TABLES • CABINETS 

79a Darlington Street Wolverhampton WVI 4JD 01902 428 489 www.interiorsitalia.conn 























Hundreds of hopefuls 
attend hub jobs fair 


A JOBS fair highlighting op¬ 
portunities available across 
Walsall attracted more than 
1,000 jobseekers. 

The event, at Walsall College, 
was organised by Walsall Works 
and Black Country Impact teams, 
giving attendees the opportunity 
to meet face-to-face with employ¬ 
ers and training providers. 

As a direct result of the event, hun¬ 
dreds secured opportunities. 

These include two people who have 
started training for driving jobs with 
National Express, six people who 
signed up to start apprenticeships in 
automotive industry and business ad¬ 
ministration with Arnold Clark, whilst 
Skills UK Training signed up ten cli¬ 
ents onto traineeships. 

Walsall Council’s Walsall Works 
employment and skills manager, Jane 
Kaur Gill said: “The event was a blaz¬ 
ing success with a great turnout from 
young people and adults alike. 

Training 

“Over 60 local employers and train¬ 
ing providers engaged attendees by 
offering interactive and hands-on 
activities. Many people walked away 
securing training opportunities which 
will boost their chances of finding em¬ 
ployment.” 

The Black Country Impact pro¬ 
gramme helps young adults aged 16 
to 29 not in education, employment or 
training. 

It is the largest Youth Employment 
Initiative in the country and since it’s 
launch has helped over 1,500 young 
adults in the Black Country into em¬ 
ployment or education. 

To find out more about the latest 
job and training opportunities, call 
Walsall Works on 01922 654 353 or if 
you are aged 16 -29 call Black Country 
Impact on 01922 654 364. 



Walsall Works and Black Country Impact jobs fair, from left, Maria Davies 
and Sophia Merricks, both from Homeserve, with Stuart Parrish 



At the college hub event, from left, unemployed Beth Mornington, James 
Norris, assistant principal of Walsall Collage and student Dominik Gancarz 



WARNING PRICES TDD LOW!! , 



MASSIVE £1.000,000 

STOCK CLEARANCE ZONE 

WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES ON HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF SUITES, S 
ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


@11IIPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT (i 



MARBLE COMPOSITE 
HEAVY DINING TABLE & 
6 FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 
IN GREY & BLACK 
WAS£1695-SAVE£1000 

now £695 


SOLID FARMHOUSE OAK 
REFECTORY DINING TABLE & 6 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@£50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 

Total payable = £1000 






| LA-Z-B0Y EXTRA LARGE ALL LEATHER CORNER SUITE IN BURGUNDY 
, WAS £2995 I 





PLUSmUP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 

Huge range of [IPHn 
mirrors, bar stools, mi\ m 1 1* 
lamps, pictures, mm 
coffee tables etc. L. J |_J 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 
SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


B F C 


I FURNITURE FACTORY I 

OUTLET STORE I 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


Sofa X 

FACTORY OUTLET 





MASSIVE SALE NOW ON 

Open Good Friday & Saturday, Closed Easter Sunday, Open Bank Holiday Monday 




O 20 Years of Quality §§f| 

mm m 

*1^ 'i'h* Tm'if * 

A/U Manufacturing c^_J 



Buy British for 

Superior Quality 


Thomas Street 

Wolverhampton 

West Midlands WV2 4JS 



Open 

10.30 - 5.30pm Mon - Sat 
Sun and Bank Hoi 11 - 4pm 


01902 425 225 


FACE Walsall Parent Carer Forum 

Families and Carers Empowered 


WE’RE HERE FOR YOU 


Who are we? 

FACE Walsall Parent Carer Forum is a voluntary group of parents and family carers of 
children & young people aged 0-25 years with various disabilities working in partnership 
with Education, Health and Social care to help shape the future services in Walsall. 

What is a Parent Carer Forum? 

A Parent Carer forum is a group of parents and carers who work with the Local Authority 
in Education, Health, Social Care and other providers to make sure the services they plan 
and deliver meet the needs of the disabled children and families. 

Who can join? 

Parents or carers of a child with any additional need or disability are welcome to join. 

The forum represents the views of parents and carers in the local area but it does not 
advocate for individual families. 

Want to join us? 

Contact : facewalsall@gmail.com 

Help us shape the services of Walsall through Parent Participation 



Web: www.facewalsall.wordpress.com Tel: 07856 314596 

facebook.com/facewalsall @facewalsall 


FACE Walsall Parent Carer Forum C/O Walsall Carers Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall WS1 IDA 


The Chronicle Thursday, April 13, 2017 











































































The Chronicle Thursday, April 13, 2017 


22 


Lifestyle _ 

Weighing up 
the treasures 



PEOPLE collect all kinds of things to use as decorative 
objects that were originally designed for practical use - 
amongst them the humble paperweight. 

Paperweights of all shapes, sizes and designs are col¬ 
lected all over the world and have been for many years, 
famous collectors in years gone by including Oscar 
Wilde, Truman Capote and Farouk, King of Egypt! 

Collectors travel far and wide to attend conventions 
and to buy their favourite paperweights but this week 
I thought we’d take a look at some made fairly close to 
home on the Isle of Wight. 

The Isle of Wight Studio Glass company was founded 
back in 1973 by Michael Harris and his wife Elizabeth. 

Michael, a former Royal College of Art tutor special¬ 
ising in hot glass design, ran a glass design company in 
Malta before setting up his own studio. 

The studio quickly became a huge success and con¬ 
tinued to flourish, with Michael’s two sons taking over 
the business after his death in 1994. 

Jonathan Harris went on to found Jonathan Harris 
Glass even closer to home, in Ironbridge, in 1999 whilst 
Timothy Harris continued to run the Isle of Wight stu¬ 
dio. 

• Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 

• The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectables takes place at the Mill Street saleroom in 
Low Town, Bridgnorth, on Tuesday, June 6. Viewing 
will be during the weekend and on Monday and also 
from 10am on auction day. 



Sign of times - further artwork by Mike Pearce One of the last pictures of some Goodyear workers 


Goodbye Goodyear 



Artwork by Mike Pearce before the Goodyear factory chimney was demolished 


A DESERTED Goodyear site - a 
shadow of its glory days when it 
employed thousands of people 
and was the lifeblood of the city. 

This prophetic picture - showing a 
crumbling factory with the iconic blue 
chimney the last clue to the site’s once 
great past - was created nine years 
ago. 

Former worker Mike Pearce, who cre¬ 
ated it, said it reflected his and colleagues 
feelings about the future of the site back 
in 2008. Roll forward nearly a decade and 
their worst fears have been realised. 

The iconic factory closed on December 20 
last year after 89 years. The 200ft chimney 
has long since vanished from the Wolver¬ 
hampton skyline. And just 37 people still 
work at the site to prepare for final closure, 
which will take place in June this year. 

Impact 

Mr Pearce, aged 57, created the images 
by first taking photographs of the plant and 
enhancing them using photoshop. 

Mike, from Cannock, said: “I took the 
photos initially when the Building 44, 
known as ‘Passenger’ was knocked down in 
2008. The building was known for making 
commercial tyres. As soon as it came down, 
I think people began to get a feeling that it 
would close eventually. 

“I was a key operator at the firm for 28 
years. There were around 5,000 working 
at the plant when I started. When I left, it 
was around 300 people. The closure of the 
factory had such a massive impact on the 
town and the wider area. I think these im¬ 
ages seem to speak to people of that impact 
really.” 

Now, Mike is a real estate photographer. 
Mr Pearce’s former colleague Wayne Deva- 
ney, 54, of Wednesfield, has now put the im¬ 


ages on social media to reflect on the plant’s 
closure. The works were put out on Twitter 
after Mr Devaney closed the Facebook page 
relating to the former campaign to save the 
Goodyear plant. Mr Devaney said: “When 
these artworks first came out, to me they 
represented upset, fear, the emotions we 
all felt when the news broke that the plant 


would be closing. Mike seemed to reflect 
what we were all thinking at that time. I 
tweeted them in the hope it would make 
people think about Goodyear again.” 

Work at Goodyear ended in December. In 
recent years it has produced rubber com¬ 
pounds for tyre factories overseas as well as 
retread tyres. Workers marked the end of 


an era as the last order was met at the huge 
plant in Bushbury Lane and they walked 
out of the gates for the final time. 

Bosses announced it would close last June 
after concluding it had become unprofitable. 

Hundreds of staff have been made redun¬ 
dant with many expressing their sadness at 
having to move on. 



USE YOUR LOFT! 


FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 

r • New Mercedes coaches • Free local coach stops • Door to Door collection service 

DATE DAYS 


DATE 

DAYS 

1/5 

5 

Weymouth (more dates) 

22/6 

5 

Sidmouth (more dates) 

1/5 

5 

Weston Super Mare (more dates) 

26/6 

5 

Babbacombe 

8/5 

5 

Paignton/Torquay (more dates) 

3/7 

5 

Scarborough 

15/5 

5 

Dover/Canterbury 

9/7 

6 

Durham and Northumbria 

15/5 

5 

Eastbourne (more dates) 

14/7 

5 

Falmouth 

20/5 

5 

Great Yarmouth 

19/7 

5 

Llandudno (more dates) 

22/5 

5 

Cornwall (Looe)(more dates) 

23/7 

7 

Scotland Fort William 

22/5 

6 

Highland Railways 

31/7 

5 

North Devon Bideford 

29/5 

5 

Ilfracombe 

31/7 

5 

Isle of Scilly 

29/5 

5 

Snowdonia and Trains 

11/8 

3 

Liverpool and Merseyside 

29/5 

5 

Yorkshire Dales 

26/8 

6 

Ireland The Giants Causeway 

5/6 

4 

Tenby (more dates) 

29/9 

5 

Isle of Man 

5/6 

5 

Bournemouth (more dates) 

10/10 

8 

Channel Islands 

5/6 

5 

Warners Thornsby Hall 

2/12 

2 

Bath Christmas Market 

12/6 

5 

Isle of Wight (more dates) 

9/12 

3 

Thursford Spectacular 

4s§ 

Book early for your Christmas and New Year Breaks ^ 


Request a brochure online www.bowensholidays.com or call 0121 559 1237 
Bowens Holidays, 14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3AN 
Office hours Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm 



£299 




Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Cl IRONICLE 



in the 

picture? 



Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319999 (Monday to Friday ; 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints 
mugs | mousemats | keyrings 
coasters | fridge magnets 
jigsaws | tablet wallpaper 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to view 
and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 
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EGA DISCOUNT 

AREHOUSE 


I 




litre 


Qujvvr 
Mill \ 


Miracle Gro 


SAVING 

TODAY 


in-store Saturday 

5th April Dotri 

B MISS 

OUT 

FREE face painting, 
kids crafting, food 
& drink, Easter bunny 
hunt & mega prizes 


HOWTO 
FIND US 

WS1 USB 

FREE 

PARKING 


Savings against SRP. Prices correct at time of going to press. Whilst stocks last. 


Bescot Retail Park, 

Walsall, WS1 4SB 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
FREE MEMBERSHIP 




Ml ► 


DMANN 


Grill chef 3 burner gas BBQ Ibiza rattan cube garden dining set 4 seater 


V 

Gallo 


Gallo 


pagoda 


Echo Fails 


Paris inflatable hot tub 


Assorted wine 


16" push petrol lawn mower 
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INTRODUCING 

NEW MENU 


io% 

DISCOUNT 

ON ALL 

. takeaw ay 

K ORDERS 


We do not 
serve Halal 
food. 


STARTERS 

Poppadom ( 2P cs) cv> £0.99 

Onion Bhaji 00 , £2.99 

Chilli Paneer (v> £4-99 

Paneer Tikka on a naan 00 * £5-99 

Veg Samosa with Chole cvo £2.99 

Aloo Tikki with Chole 00 £2.99 

Veg Pakora 00 £3-99 

Sizzling Paneer Tikka 00 £4-99 

Sizzling Tandoori Veg 

Quorn Chicken Tikka cv) £3-99 

Sizzling Tandoori Chicken Tikka £ 3-99 

Sizzling Tandoori Chicken 
Tikka on the bone £3-99 

Sizzling Galafi Sheek Kebab £4-49 

Sizzling Lamb Chops £5-99 

Sizzling Masala Chicken Wings £3-49 

Tandoori Chicken Tikka on a Naan £ 4.99 
Chicken Malai Tikka £4-49 

Fish Pakora £3-49 

Chilli Garlic Prawns £5-99 

Chilli Chicken £5-99 

Chicken Pakora £4-49 

BBQ Pork Ribs £4-49 

Chicken Tikka Wrap & Chips £4-49 

Galafi Kebab Wrap & Chips £4-99 

Paneer Tikka Wrap & Chips ao £4-99 

Chicken Malai Tikka Wrap & Chips £ 4.99 
1/2 Tandoori Chicken £4-99 

Whole Tandoori Chicken £7-99 

PUB CLASSICS 


MIXED 

GRILL 


Our speciality mixed grills are ideal for 
sharing, or if you are feeling really hungry, 
why not tackle one by yourself? 

SMALL SIZZLING 
MIXED GRILL 

only £4.99 

Chicken Tikka, Galafi Sheekh Kebab, Masala 
wings, Chicken on the bone 

MEDIUM SIZZLING 
MIXED GRILL 

only £ 8.99 

Chicken Tikka, Galafi Sheekh Kebab, Masala 
wings, Chicken on the bone 


LARGE SIZZLING 
MIXED GRILL 

only £ 12.99 

Chicken Tikka, Galafi Sheekh Kebab, Masala 
wings, Chicken on the bone, Lamb Chops, Fish 
Pakora 

Please note: Our King’s Mixed Grill is 
available under the King Arthur Specials. 


BBQ Pork Ribs £4-49 

Beef Lasagne £5-99 

Scampi £4-99 

Omelette (with 2 fillings) £4-99 
Pie & Chips £ 4-99 

(Chicken & Mushroom or Steak Pie) 

Lincolnshire Sausages 
& Mash £4-99 


Grilled Chicken Breast £ 6.99 


Salmon Steak 
Beer Battered Cod 
Cheese Burger 
Gammon Steak 
8 oz Rump Steak 
8 oz Sirloin Steak 


£ 7.99 

£ 6.99 

£ 4.99 

£ 7.99 

£ 8.99 

£ 9.99 


Rib Eye Steak 
T-Bone Steak 


£ 12.99 

£13-99 


OUR SAUCES All 35p each 

Pepper sauce. Gravy, Peri Peri 
sauce, Mushroom sauce, Tartare 
sauce 


KING ARTHUR 
SPECIALS 

A delicious selection of speciality dishes 

Kings Mixed Grill £19-99 

Chicken Tikka, Galafi Sheekh Kebab, Masala wings. 
Chicken Tikka on the bone, Lamb Chops, Cod Fish 
Pakora 

Cod Fish Pakora £ 6.99 

Succulent pieces of Cod fillet, coated in a crispy spicy 
batter 

Tandoori Salmon Tikka £ 7.99 

Chunks of salmon marinated in freshly ground spices 
and yogurt, cooked in a clay oven, served on a sizzling 
platter 

Vi Tandoori Chicken £4-99 

Half of a chicken marinated in special spices and 
cooked in a clay oven 

Whole Tandoori Chicken £7-99 

A whole chicken marinated in special spices and 
cooked in a clay oven 


Chicken Tak-a-Tak £ 8.99 

Cubes of chicken breast cooked in a robust blend of 
spices. A tangy blend of tomato gravy with capsicum, 
onions and ginger. 

Paneer Tak-a-Tak £ 8.99 

Home made cottage cheese cooked in a robust blend of 
spices. A tangy blend of tomato gravy with capsicum, 
onions and ginger. 

Lamb Tak-a-Tak £9-99 

Cubes offender spring lamb cooked in a robust 
bland of spices. A tangy blend of tomato sauce with 
capsicum, onion & ginger 

Lamb / Chicken Biryani £7-99 

Succulent pieces of Lamb / Chicken cooked with 
biryani rice and a hint of saffron, served with Raita 

Fish Curry £7-49 

Pieces of cod cooked in a South Indian sauce 

Veg Keema cv) £4-99 

Minced quorn, cooked with peas and special Indian 
spice 


CURRIES 


VEGETARIAN 




Veg Keema 00 P 

£ 4.99 

CHICKEN 


Saag Paneer cvo P 

£4.99 

Chicken Curry P 

£ 4.99 

Karahi Paneer (v> P 

£4.99 

Punjabi Chicken Curry PP 

£ 4.99 

Mutter Paneer 00 P 

£ 4.99 

Punjabi Chicken Curry on the Bone PP £ 4.99 

Chana Masala 00 P 

£4.49 

Chicken Tikka Masala P 

£5-49 

Mushroom Saag 00 P 

£ 4.49 

Chicken Vindaloo PPP 

£5-49 

Bombay Aloo (v) P 

£ 4.49 

Karahi Chicken P 

£5-49 

Bhindi Masala 00 P 

£ 4.49 

Chicken Jalfrezi PP 

£5-49 

Mix Veg Jalrazi ao P 

£ 4.49 

Chicken Madras PP 

£5-49 

Daal Makhani (v) P 

£ 4.49 

Chicken Balti P 

£5-49 

Tarkha Daal 00 P 

£ 4.49 

Chicken Saag (Sarson) P 

£5-49 

Veg Quorn Chicken curry (v> P 

£ 4.49 

Chicken Bhuna P 

£5-49 

Sarson ka Saag (v> P 

£ 4.49 

Butter Chicken P 

£5-49 



Chicken Korma P 

£5-49 

SIDES 


LAMB 


Tossed Salad 

99P 

Lamb Curry P 

£ 6.49 

Chips 

£ 1.49 

Punjabi Lamb Curry PP 

£ 6.49 

Masala Chips 

£ 1.99 

Lamb Vindaloo PPP 

£ 6.49 

Chilli Chips 

£ 2.49 

Karahi Lamb P 

£ 6.49 

Sweet Potato Chips 

£2.99 

Lamb Madras PP 

£ 6.49 

Raita 

£ 1.99 

Lamb Balti P 

£ 6.49 

Garlic Bread 

£ 1.49 

Lamb Saag (Sarson) P 

£ 6.49 

Garlic Mushrooms 

£ 1.99 

Lamb Bhuna P 

£ 6.49 

Onion Rings 

£ 1.49 

Lamb Rogan Josh P 

£ 6.49 

Garlic / Chilli Naan 

£ 1.99 

Lamb Keema P 

£ 6.49 

Plain / Butter Naan 

£ 1.49 

Lamb curry and Lamb Keema mix P 

£ 6.49 

Bullet Chilli Naan 

£ 1.99 

Punjabi Lamb Curry on the bone PP 

£ 6.49 

Peshwari Naan 

£ 1.99 



Tandoori Roti 

£ 0.99 

PRAWN 


Cheese Naan 

£ 1.99 

Prawn Curry P 

£ 7.49 

Keema Naan 

£2.49 

Punjabi Prawn Curry PP 

£ 7.49 

Basmati Rice 

£ 1.49 

Prawn Vindaloo PPP 

£ 7.49 

Egg Fried Rice 

£ 1.99 

Karahi Prawn PP 

£ 7.49 

Garlic Fried Rice 

£ 1.99 

Prawn Madras PP 

£ 7.49 

Pilau Rice 

£2.49 

Prawn Balti P 

£ 7.49 

Mushroom Jeera Rice 

£2.49 

Prawn Saag (Sarson) P 

£ 7.49 

Keema Fried Rice 

£2.99 

Prawn Bhuna P 

£ 7.49 




P Mild PP Medium PPP Hot 


KIDS AAENU 

Chicken Nuggets 

Served with chips or fries and peas 

Classic Burger 

Served with chips or fries and peas 
Classic Hot Dog 
Served with chips or fries 
Mini Fish and Chips 
Served with peas 
Bangers and Mash 
Served with peas 
Margarita Pizza 


THE KING ARTHUR 

LISKEARD RD, WALSALL, WS 5 3 EY 

KITCHEN OPENING HOURS 
Mon - Thur 3pm till 10pm 
Fri - Sat lpm till 10.30pm 
Sun lpm till 10pm 

U/THEKINGARTHURWS5 



To order, or to book a table call us on: 01922 631400 












GIANT BANK HOLIDAY MARKET BONANZA 
PLUS MASSIVE CAR BOOT SALE 

BANK HOUDA Y MONO A Y 17TH APRIL 2017 

at Wellington Drive, Cannock 

(Just off A5 at Longford Island, 5 mins June 12, M6) 

9AM - 4PM (GATES OPEN FROM 6AM) 

NEW TRADERS 
ALWAYS WELCOME . 

Sellers Turn up on site. 

WS11 1 PU (Sat Nav) 

Enquiries 01785 604230 or 07980 800581: 

" lvivw. mid/andscarbootssa/es. co. uk ' 

‘UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT” 




1 * HORSE & JOCKEY 


# lAini 




iEMENT 


INUNOV AVAILABLE" 


Lunch Bunch Traditional Carvejg 

Thursday and Saturday 3pm - 8pm 


12pm-5pm Monday - Friday 
2 Courses £4.75 3 Courses £5.75 


£4.99 per adult 
Sunday 12pm - 5pm 
£6.99 for adults 




(p Live Music every q> 
p Saturday Night *J> 


ants 

Easter Family Fun 
* weekend a 

♦** 14th -17th April **» 


146 Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AJ 01543 360703 
| f|Follow us on Facebook@horseandjockey in Walsall Wood 
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SCENERY, LOVELY 


The Welshpool & 
Llanfair Light Railway 
is 

Steam trains from 1st April 
weekends and daily for 
the Easter holidays 


FLOWERS, HEATED CARRIAGES AND A 


COSY TEA ROOM. 


Info and online', discounts. 


^^AW wllrA)Tgtiik 


dr/Gail[01v9JL8!81^Ml 



WALSALL 

GARDEN CENTRE 


1/2 
PRICE 

GARDEN POTS 
SALE NOW ON 

Seasons Coffee Lounge 

Homemade meals with good selection of cakes and drinks 



Open Mon - Sat 9.00 am - 5.00pm Sunday 10.30 - 4.30 

Telephone GXESaSIBSE? 


infd@walsallgardencentfe? 


Bus service 77 934 and 935 


HTHE ORIGINAL OVER 30’s DANCE PARTYM 


;The Pavilion Suite? 

• Moor Lane (off A453 College Road) 


• B’ham, B6 7AA. dates not to be missed (Keep 


Club Classics TMotown Soul 


70 ? s 8Q*s 9Q ? s OQ*s| 

FRI 14 APR 
FRI 1 2 MAY 
FRI 9 JUNE 
FRI 14 JULY 


60*8 70*s 80*s HITS 

FRI 28 APR 
FRI 26 MAY 
| FRI 23 JUNE 
FRI 28 JULY 



J FREE M’SHIP - ID REQ. TO JOIN.. adm £6 M 9.30 £7 after. 9 ‘1 

llast adm 10.45 VERY SMART CASUAL.. NO T-SHIRTS or TRAINERS! 


www.tamlamotownsoulpartynights.co.uk 


Well put the 'pop' 
back in pop music 


W ant to feel old? It’s 
been 20 years since 
Steps released their 
disco-tastic debut - 
and now they’re back 
to celebrate. And 

despite the two decades in between, 
The Ticket discovers not much has 
really changed. 

Hit 90s pop group Steps are playing a game. Lisa 
Scott-Lee and Claire Richards are trying to work out who 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was when they formed, 
almost 20 years ago, in May 1997. 

As they confer, a giggling Ian ‘H’ Watkins, sat behind 
the pair, slyly tickles their backs. Swatting him away, 
Claire correctly answers ‘Gordon Brown’ to the delight of 
her bandmates, who fall about laughing after H’s antics 
are revealed. 

It’s just one sign of the affinity and energy retained by 
the group, who split so acrimoniously at the turn of the 
millennium, when Claire and H decided they wanted to 
form a duo. 

Since then, of course, things have been patched up, 
and the band reformed in 2011 for a Sky Living series 
and a string of concerts. Now, more than five years on, 
with the exception of 39-year-old Claire, they have all 
celebrated their 40th birthdays, but that does little to 
deter their energy and positive affront. 

Hauling suitcases and carrying Pret takeaway bags, 
they bundle into the studio where they’re set to have a 
photo shoot. The five, completed by Lee Latchford-Evans 
and Faye Tozer, start swapping make-up and hairbrushes 
and finding plug sockets to charge their phones, giggling 
and breaking into song before finally taking their seats. 

The Ticket catches up with them 24 hours later, after 
the release of Scared Of The Dark, the lead track from 
their first album proper in 17 years (they released a 
Christmas record of largely covers in 2012), and the 
fivesome have somehow grown even more excitable. 

Taking over the corner of a restaurant in a London 
hotel, their manager, Adam, looking at his laptop, says, 
“We’re on Vice”. The comment is greeted with startled 
yelps - along with an inquisitive query: “Is that good?!” 

BOMBASTIC 

The Vice article declares Scared Of The Dark a 
‘bombastic, ABBA-referencing pop beast that will most 
certainly soundtrack someone’s post-divorce drinking 
this year’, declaring it ‘banger of the month’. 

This reaction has come as a complete surprise, says 
Lee, flanked by mum-of-two Claire, who arrives a little 
later than her band mates after completing the school 
run. 

“We didn’t know how people were going to take it,” 
confesses Lee. “We know fans love the old stuff, it’s been 
proven. But the new material, we thought, ‘Oh God, we’re 
from 20 years ago, the charts have changed, how they 
buy it has changed, how it charts. . . 

But all that doesn’t seem to have mattered. The group 
recall leaving the BBC in Salford after an interview a 
day or two before, when staff members lined the glass 
corridors to catch a glimpse of Steps passing through. 

Claire recalls: “There were loads of people asking for 
photos and autographs, and security told us they had 
never seen anything like it. They’ve had Bradley Cooper, 
Will.i.am and all these really amazing famous people in 
there, and they said this never happens. 

“I don’t actually know what is going on!” she adds, 
laughing. 

Although they still aren’t quite sure how the charts 
work (they repeatedly ask about the difference between 



Step this way - Lisa, H, Lee, 
Claire and Faye have reformed 


streaming and buying), they take great delight in following 
Scared Of The Dark’s climb on the iTunes Store, and 
admit they’ve been sharing positions and updates via 
their WhatsApp group. 

They listened to the song’s first play on the radio in 
the car together - almost 20 years to the day after they 
gathered to hear their debut release, the now iconic 5, 6, 

7, 8. 

“It felt like we had started all over again,” reflects H. 
“There were tears, and shivers and camaraderie and love, 
and it was so amazing. We were together for 5, 6, 7, 8 
listening in a van. It feels like deja vu.” 

Their WhatsApp group is also what supported the 
band’s relaunch. With all five scattered around the globe 
now, it meant they could all receive instructions to post 
the same updates from their social media accounts at the 
same time. 

“I was in Dubai, Faye was in Mexico, H was in Wales, 
the other two were in London. We were all over the world 
waiting, pouncing with our phones pressing send,” 
explains Lee. 

“It was like, ‘Thunderbirds are go!”’ H chips in. “It was 
so exciting.” 

Probed on why now was right for the band’s third 
coming, the five are adamant it isn’t purely a gimmicky 
return to mark 20 years, but that they want to ‘inject pop 
back into pop music’. 

“New music the key for us to have a new energy with 
Steps,” says Faye, “because we couldn’t have asked the 
fans to come and see us again with just the old songs. 

We were so ready to give them something and I think it 
has breathed new life into us.” 

They promise the new record, Tears On The 
Dancefloor, despite its name, will add some colour and 
light relief to a ‘grey world’. 

“I think the world needs a bit of light-hearted fun,” says 
Lee, “Steps always brought that. We’ve got upbeat music, 
we like having a great time, we just want the audience 
to join in with us, forget their worries for a while and just 


There were tears, 
and shivers and 
camaraderie and 
love, it was 


have a bit fun, and that’s what we want to bring back.” 

And the album wasn’t thrown together, he insists, but 
was two years in the making, and the band listened to 
around 50 tracks before settling on the final tracklist. 

“We are really protective of us,” explains Claire. 
“Protective of Steps. 

“It is ours, it is our legacy and we’re always very 
cautious about doing something that might damage that.” 

It’s clear, behind all the jokes and buoyancy, this is a 
group who really want this comeback to succeed. 

“Do you not think though that music, and fashion, have 
a 20-year cycle,” Faye reasons. 

After a pause, an unsure Watkins asks: “Does that 
mean we’ll do this again when we’re 60?” 

“Oh God, that scares me!” Tozer replies - but perhaps 
don’t bet against it. 

• Tears On The Dancefloor is out on April 21 while 
tickets to the Steps UK tour, Party On The Dancefloor, 
are on sale now. Visit www.stepsofficial.co.uk. Steps 
play Barclaycard Arena on December 1. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 

































Jasper is ready to Stand 
Up and Rock again 


After 25 years of stand-up, Jasper Carrott 
decided he was done with live comedy. Until 
the Stand Up and Rock Tour with former 
ELO drummer Bev Bevan came about. 

During his career, spanning more than 40 years, 
proud Brummie Jasper has starred in numerous TV 
programmes, written books and even reached number 
five in the UK charts in 1975 with Funky Moped, 
produced by ELO’s Jeff Lynne. It sold more than half a 
million copies. 

Jasper, pictured with Bev and his other Stand 
Up and Rock co-stars, was granted the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 2008 British Comedy 
Awards. He first began doing shows at folk clubs 
across the Midlands, with Brummie Jasper hailing the 
Black Country as a ‘great place to work’. Well, he’s 
back in the Black Country to perform at Dudley Town 
Hall on Friday and Saturday, April 20 and 21. 

“The reason we’re doing so many shows in the Black 
Country is because of the wonderful audiences,” says 
Jasper, now aged 71. 


“When I was starting out in my career, going through 
the folk clubs, I loved it in the Black Country. 

“There were dozens of these folk clubs across 
the area back then, in Codsall, Tettenhall, Dudley, 
Kingswinford. I always had such a good time. 

“Dudley Town Hall, for example. It’s always 
somewhere I really look forward to performing.” 

Back in 2000 the star stopped doing stand-up, but 
it was the Stand Up And Rock tour back in 2014 which 
rekindled his love for live comedy. 

“It started off a few years back with Bev, who I’ve 
been mates with for 60 years. We realised there was a 
whole audience not being catered for, those aged 50 
and above. 

“By the time I hit the road I’ll be 72,” he says. “Ken 
Dodd’s 87 and he’s still doing it. That gives me some 
hope.” 

The line-up includes drummer Bev Bevan (ELO, The 
Move) and singer Geoff Turton (The Rockin’ Berries) 
plus Phil Tree, Tony Kelsey, Abby Brant and newcomer 
Suzi Woo. See www.dudley.gov.uk/entertainment or 
call (01384) 812 812. 


Kinks musical wi 

you 



SUNNY Afternoon the Olivier 
Award-winning West End 
hit featuring the music of 
Ray Davies and The Kinks, 
visits Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday, April 18 to 22. 

The tour stars Ryan O’Donnell 
as Ray Davies (pictured) with Mark 
Newnham as his battling brother 
Dave, Garmon Rhys as bassist 
Pete Quaife and Andrew Gallo as 
drummer Mick Avory 

The Kinks exploded onto the 60s 
music scene with a raw energetic 
new sound that rocked a nation. 

But one of the era’s most iconic 
British bands experienced a 


tumultuous time of euphoric highs 
and agonising lows, leaving a 
musical legacy that influenced later 
generations, from You Really Got 
Me, via Waterloo Sunset to Lola. 

The acclaimed show won four 
accolades at the 2015 Olivier 
Awards including Best New Musical 
and Outstanding Achievement in 
Music for Ray Davies. Following a 
sell-out run at Hampstead Theatre, 
Sunny Afternoon opened to critical 
acclaim at the Harold Pinter Theatre 
in London’s West End in October 
2014 and had its final London 
performance two years later. 

Sunny Afternoon has music and 
lyrics by Ray Davies with a book 
by Joe Penhall from an original 



story by Ray 
Davies. Contact grandtheatre.co.uk 
or call 01902 429212. 

Meanwhile, On April 21, Ray 
Davies will release his first new 
album in more than nine years, 
Americana, via Legacy Recordings. 
The 15-track collection of originals 
serves as a master-crafted return 
for one of the most highly-rated 
songwriters of the past 50 years, 
and follows Davies’ 2013 memoir of 
the same name. 

Using the book as both source 
material and catalyst, Davies 
enlisted The Jayhawks as his 
backing band and recorded the 
album at Konk, the London studio 
founded by The Kinks in 1973. 


A new Lord of 
the Dance 


More than 40 of the finest 
young dancers will feature 
in Michael Flatley’s #■ 111 jJV 

spectacular Lord of /*« 

the Dance: Dangerous f i ' 1 

Games at Symphony 1 iA I 

Hall, Birmingham, from Iff* ,-\M 

Wednesday to Sunday, mL 

April 19 to 23. \ ] f & W./ 

Though he no longer 
appears, the production has 
been created, choreographed 
and directed by Irish dance superstar Flatley. 

This UK tour will star his proteges James Keegan, 
Morgan Comer and Mathew Smith as Lord of the 
Dance. See www.thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 


r \ 
if riflf 


Band ready to make 
another Splashh 

Indie rock band Splashh release their second album, 
Waiting A Lifetime, tomorrow (Friday) and have a 
gig at Birmingham venue the Hare and Hounds on 
Thursday, April 20. 

After a brief relocation to New York, the London- 
based Anglo-Aussie outfit recorded Waiting A Lifetime 
in Brooklyn with producer Nicolas Vernhes (War on 
Drugs, Deerhunter, Animal Collective). Featuring 
bassist Tom Beal, formerly of Wolverhampton band 
Ripchord, the new album is sometimes more raucous 
than their slacker-rock debut, Comfort, five years ago. 
Splashh was formed in 2012 by Sasha Carlson and 
Toto Vivian, friends from suburban Australia. The line¬ 
up is completed by Beal and Jaie Gonzales. 

They will be supported by The Americas and Phones 
at the Kings Heath venue. Tickets £8 in advance. 


ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 

at the PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


MAY 


ALICE IN 
WONDERLAND 

Thursday 

4 May A j 

7.30pm \ * * 

£18 


RUBY TURNER 


Sunday 
28 May 
8.00pm 
£20 



BRINGING ON BACK 
THE 60 S 

Friday 
26 May 
7.30pm 
£19.50 



JUNE 


PSYCHIC SALLY 

Thursday 
8 June 
7.30pm 
£25 



Jk 


Inspiring 


Box Office 

01543 578 762 

tickets.princeofwales.live 



ITAL1ANO R1STORANTE 

Exclusive 
Sunday Menu 

Served All Day 

£10.95 

per person 



Lunch Menu 


1 Course £6.50 2 Course £7.95 
3 Course £9.95 
Served 12 noon - 5pm 
A La Carte Menu available 


1*3 Anchor Parade, Anchor Rd, Aldridge, 
Walsall WS9 8QP 

TEL: 01922457128 


x\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\^^^ 


www.davincisrestaurant.co.uk 
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Doctor Who 
(BBC1, 7.20pm) 

New series. Peter Capaldi's 
eccentric, era-hopping 
Time Lord returns for his final 
series. However, before he 
hands over the key to the 
Tardis to his as-yet-undecided 
successor, there's the matter 
of the girl with a star in her 
eye to deal with. A chance 
encounter brings Bill Potts 
into contact with the Doctor, 
who is conducting a secret 
mission on Earth. What follows 
is a terrifying chase across 
time and space, one that 
opens Bill's mind to the 
prospect of a bigger and wider 
universe than she'd ever 
imagined. Pearl Mackie makes 
her debut Doctor Who 
appearance as new 
companion Bill, while Matt 
Lucas also stars as the 
Doctor's old ally Nardole. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute 
Favourites. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. The 
afternoon session on day one at the 
Crucible Theatre. 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 
Who Dares Wins. 

6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present as famous faces take part 
in the general knowledge quiz in 
which they try to come up with the 
least likely correct answers to a 
series of questions posed to 
members of the public. 

7.20 Doctor Who. New series. Peter 
Capaldi returns, as a secret 
mission brings the Time Lord and 
his sardonic assistant Nardole into 
contact with a girl with a star in her 
eye. With Pearl Mackie. 

8.10 Casualty. A man turns to arson to 
bring justice to a bullying boss, 
unaware that he has placed his 
own wife in mortal danger. 
Meanwhile, Jez finds himself in 
bed with Elle’s 17-year-old son. 

9.00 All Round to Mrs Brown’s. Agnes 
Brown and her brood are joined in 
their studio-home by another 
selection of famous faces, 
including comedian and presenter 
Sue Perkins and Diversity’s Ashley 
Banjo, who brings his mum 
Danielle to meet the formidable 
Irish matriarch. Former Silent 
Witness star Emilia Fox, most 
recently seen trying to solve the 
mystery of The Missing Crown 
Jewels in Ant and Dec’s Saturday 
Night Takeaway, becomes the 
latest unsuspecting star to join 
Dermot and Buster on their 
Celebrity Tour venture, and Aston 
Merrygold - whose latest single 
Show Me was released last month 
- provides this week’s music. 
10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, which 
include Southampton v 
Manchester City. 

II. 45 Film: Rescue Dawn. (2006) 

Werner Herzog’s Vietnam War 
drama, starring Christian Bale and 
Steve Zahn. 

1.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.05 Film: Up Periscope. (1959) 7.55 
Film: The Heroes of Telemark. (1965) 
10.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. 12.00 Track Cycling 
World Championships. Live coverage 
day four at Hong Kong Velodrome. 3.30 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 4.30 Live 
Snooker: The World Championship. The 
afternoon session on day one at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield. 5.30 
Nature’s Weirdest Events. (R) 5.45 
Easter from King’s 2017. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 

Championship. Coverage of the 
concluding session on the opening 
day of the ranking tournament at 
the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
where the first-round matches 
featuring Mark Selby and Anthony 
McGill reach a conclusion. Selby is 
given the honour of being involved 
in the first fixture of the 
tournament in his role as reigning 
champion, but will be well aware 
that several winners have fallen at 
the first hurdle the following year, 
as the unique pressure of 
defending the title in the intimate 
surroundings of the Crucible have 
their effect. 

8.00 Grand Tours of Scotland. Paul 
Murton travels from Loch Tay in 
Perthshire to the spa town of 
Strathpeffer, via the Rannoch 
Moor wilderness and the mountain 
of Buachaille Etive Mor. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Classic comedy, 
starring Arthur Lowe and John Le 
Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. 

9.45 Film: War of the Worlds. (2005) A 
divorced father’s rare weekend 
with his two estranged children 
descends into horror when alien 
war machines rise from beneath 
Earth and begin to systematically 
destroy every human being in their 
path - leaving the man with the 
dangerous task of getting his kids 
to safety. Steven Spielberg’s sci-fi 
thriller, based on HG Wells’ novel, 
with Tom Cruise, Dakota Fanning, 
Justin Chatwin, Miranda Otto and 
Tim Robbins. 

11.35 Snooker: The World 
Championship. Jason 
Mohammad presents highlights of 
the evening session on the 
opening day at the Crucible 
Theatre in Sheffield, where two 
first-round matches were 
scheduled to conclude. 

12.25 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 2.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.20 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Weekend. 10.25 James 
Martin’s French Adventure. (R) 11.25 
ITV News; Weather. 11 .35 Film: The 
Flintstones. (1994) 1.20 Film: The 
Secret of My Success. (1987) Comedy, 
starring Michael J Fox. 3.30 Tipping 
Point. (R) 4.30 Fantastic Beasts and JK 
Rowling’s Wizarding World. (R) 5.30 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 Operation Magic. Illusionist and 
Britain’s Got Talent 2016 winner 
Richard Jones performs a special 
magic show for his former 
comrades-in-arms in the Army. 
7.00 Take Me Out. New series. A 
model, a circus performer, a 
football coach and a salesman try 
to get the female participants to 
keep their lights on. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. New series. 
The nationwide talent search, 
which gives members of the public 
a chance to show oft their 
remarkable signature skills, 
returns for an 11 th series. As ever, 
Ant and Dec take on hosting 
duties, heading backstage to chat 
with the scores of auditionees 
queuing up for their chance at 
stardom, while Alesha Dixon and 
David Walliams come back for 
their sixth year on the judging 
panel alongside veterans Simon 
Cowell and Amanda Holden. Even 
at this early stage, reports from 
the audition recording stages 
indicate that some of the acts have 
made a strong impression on the 
judges - but whether that will work 
in their favour remains to be seen. 

9.25 Film: The Expendables. (2010) 
Action thriller, directed by and 
starring Sylvester Stallone. With 
Jason Statham. 

10. 25 ITV News; Weather. 

10.40 Film: The Expendables. (2010) 
Continued. 

11.40 The Chase. (R) 

12.30 Jackpot247. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Triathlon: Super League Triathlon. 
7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 11.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.20 Extreme Food. 

12.55 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Practice 3 Live. Coverage from the 
Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir. 

2.25 FI Meets Murray Walker. 2.55 
Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix Qualifying 
Live. From the Bahrain International 
Circuit in Sakhir (Start-time 4.00pm). 

5.30 Travel Man: 48 Hours in Naples. (R) 
6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Film: The BookThief. (2013) 
Premiere. A girl separated from 
her family is raised by foster 
parents in Nazi Germany, who 
instill in her a love of reading. She 
is horrified by the book burnings 
and tries to save volumes from the 
flames, while she and her adoptive 
family provide a safe hiding place 
for a Jewish boy. Drama based on 
Markus Zusak’s novel, starring 
Sophie Nelisse, Geoffrey Rush and 
Emily Watson. 

9.00 Film: The Imitation Game. (2014) 
Biopic of mathematician Alan 
Turing, whose work during the 
Second World War translated 
seemingly unbreakable Nazi codes 
as well as pioneering the 
development of computer 
technology. In the years following 
the war, his life would be 
destroyed as his homosexuality 
was discovered, leaving him facing 
criminal charges. Starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch, Keira 
Knightley and Charles Dance. 
11.15Film: Solomon Kane. (2010) A 
17th-century mercenary fights to 
redeem himself for his past sins 
by rescuing a kidnapped girl from 
an evil sorcerer. Fantasy thriller, 
with James Purefoy and Pete 
Postlethwaite. 

1.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
Arizona bistro owners who have a 
contempt for customer feedback. (R) 

1.55 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Liam’s fury 
with Grace grows and he has a plan for 
those closest to her. (R) 4.00 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. From Reigate in 
Surrey. (R) 4.50 Four in a Bed. (R) 5.15 
Location, Location, Location. House¬ 
hunting in west London. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Football on 5: 

The Championship. (R) 11.15 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.40 Police 
Interceptors Unleashed. (R) 12.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.10 Bargain Bride on 
Benefits. (R) 2.10 On Benefits: Life on 
the Dole. (R) 3.15 On Benefits: Life on 
the Dole. (R) 4.15 Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords. (R) 5.15 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The agents have an explosive run- 
in with a debtor as they try to 
retrieve £1,800 owed by a car 
dealership, and in Derbyshire, two 
officers try to collect more than 
£1,500 in unpaid parking fines. 
Elsewhere, Max and Paul are in 
London as they attempt to recover 
£2,000 owed by a property 
company, but an employee refuses 
to let them enter. (R) 

7.10 NCIS: Los Angeles. Part two of 
two. Kensi goes in search of her 
father’s killer, before bumping into 
her mother, who she has not seen 
for more than 15 years. 

8.00 NCIS. The team looks into a raid 
on a naval base, and Dr Cyril Taft - 
the surgeon who saved Gibbs’ life 
- experiences the thrill of assisting 
on an investigation. Assigned to 
treat Gibbs’ suspect, Taft manages 
to uncover evidence that may 
prove crucial to solving the case. 
Meanwhile, DiNozzo pays his old 
flame Jeanne Benoit a visit as he 
chases a lead involving doctors in 
Sudan. Guest starring John Cryer. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments: The 00s. A look back at 
the noughties, which witnessed 
the birth of reality TV and some 
bizarre scenes caught on camera - 
from George Galloway’s turn as a 
cat in Celebrity Big Brother, to 
Katie Price and Peter Andre’s love 
affair and Gillian McKeith’s fit of 
the vapours on I’m a Celebrity. It 
was also the decade that saw 
Susan Boyle shock the judges on 
Britain’s Got Talent, Miley Cyrus 
cause a storm at the VMAs, 

Robbie Williams rejoin Take That, 
and Kate Moss dabble with 
cocaine. There are also reflections 
on incidents involving Tiger 
Woods, Lance Armstrong and 
Wayne Rooney. (R) 

11.55 Access. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Knock 
Off. (1998) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Silk Road 8.00 Tankies: Tank 
Heroes of WWII 9.00 Film: Department 
Q: The Absent One (2014) 10.55 Top of 
the Pops: 1983 12.05 Chas & Dave: Last 
Orders 1.05 London Songs at the BBC 
2.05 Squeeze: Take Me I’m Yours 3.05 
Sounds of the Eighties 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.35 Britain’s Got Talent: Top 
10 Daredevils 1.40 Grease: Live 4.40 
Film: Happy Feet (2006) 5.40 FYI Daily 

5.45 Film: Happy Feet (2006) 6.45 Film: 
Bean (1997) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: 
Bean (1997) 8.30 Scorpion 9.25 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 10.30 Celebrity Juice 

11.20 Family Guy 12.45 American Dad! 

1.45 Through the Keyhole 2.35 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.30 Film: Holiday on the Buses (1973) 

12.30 FYI Daily 12.35 Film: Holiday on 
the Buses (1973) 1.15 Film: Carry On 
Abroad (1972) 2.15 FYI Daily 2.20 Film: 
Carry On Abroad (1972) 3.05 Film: Carry 
On Doctor (1967) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 
Film: Carry On Doctor (1967) 5.05 Film: 
Carry On Behind (1975) 6.05 FYI Daily 
6.10 Film: Carry On Behind (1975) 7.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 

ITV4 

11.00 Pawn Stars 1.30 ITV Racing Live 
from Musselburgh and Haydock Park. 
Coverage of today’s race meetings at 
Musselburgh and Haydock Park. 4.00 
Film: The Land That Time Forgot (1975) 
5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: The Land That 
Time Forgot (1975) 5.50 It’s Not Rocket 
Science 6.55 Fierce 7.55 River Monsters 
9.00 Film: Clear and Present Danger 
(1994) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: Clear 
and Present Danger (1994) 11.50 Film: 
Awake (2007) 12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: 
Awake (2007) 1.35 Fifth Gear 2.25 
Hogan’s Heroes 
E4 

12.30 The Goldbergs 3.00 Film: 

Evolution (2001) 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Taken 2 (2012) 10.50 
Gogglebox 12.50 Celebrity First Dates 

I. 50 Naked Attraction 2.50 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.35 Gogglebox 
Film4 

II. 00 Diary of a Wimpy Kid (2010) 1.00 
Home Alone (1990) 3.10 Stuart Little 
(1999) 4.50 Ice Age: Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs (2009) 6.45 The River Wild 
(1994) 9.00 X-Men: First Class (2011) 

11.35 The Windmill Massacre (2016) 
1.15 Resident Evil: Apocalypse (2004) 
3.25 Close 
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Chase Bedrooms and Kitchens Ltd, Unit 1 Toll Point, Chase Road, Brownhills, Walsall, West Midlands WS8 6JT 

www.chasebedroomsandkitchens.com • Tel: 01543 379666 


FOR GREAT 2017 SAVINGS 
VISIT THE FACTORY SHOWROOM 


Chase Bedrooms & 
Kitchens Ltd 

Unit I Toll Point, Chase Road, 
Brownhills, Walsall WS8 6JP 

Tel: 01543 379 666 
cbkltd@aol.com 


Fitting Service Available 

Family Business 
Established Over 30 Years 


O 

c 

15 Displays On Show, 
Custom Size Fitted 
Furniture Available, 
3D Design Available 

No Hassle Quotation 


Call 01543 379666 for a 
FREE No Obligation Quote 


NEW SHOWROOM REFIT! 


Family business established 20 years with large showroom 

• KITCHENS 

• BEDROOMS 

• BATHROOMS 

• HOME OFFICES 

• High Quality 

• Low Prices 


We don’t 
guarantee to 
beat any 
‘LIKE FOR LIKE’ 
price - but we’ll 
be surprised i 
don’ 


» Bedrooms and Home Offices from over 300 designs 
► No deposit and balance on completion 

Gome and discoverf 


in Brownhills 
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Rowan Atkinson 


Maigret's Night at the 

Crossroads 

(ITV, 8.00pm) 

The detective interrogates a 
mysterious Dane who has 
been caught with the dead 
body of a diamond dealer in 
his car, and who proves 
entirely resistant to his 
questioning. Maigret is 
convinced his suspect's sister 
may know something, but 
soon discovers that everyone 
in the small rural town where 
they live is hiding something. 
Guest starring Tom Wlaschiha 
(Game of Thrones) and Kevin 
McNally (the Pirates of the 
Caribbean movies). With 
Rowan Atkinson, Lucy Cohu, 
Shaun Dingwall, Mark Heap, 
Leo Staar, Aidan McArdle, Mia 
Jexen, Stephen Wright, Robin 
Weaver, Ben Caplan, 
Catherine Kanterand Paul 
Chahidi. 



BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 BBC News. 10.00 Easter Day 
Service - Live from Hereford Cathedral. 
11.00 Urbi etOrbi. 11.25 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 

(R) 1.15 BBC News; Weather. 1.30 
Regional Programme. 2.15 Film: Cool 
Runnings. (1993) Fact-based sporting 
comedy, starring John Candy. 3.50 
Spring: Earth’s Seasonal Secrets. 4.50 
Lifeline. 5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 
Galapagos. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker takes part 
in a pace egg rolling challenge in 
Lancashire and meets an artist 
who decorates eggs for a living, 
while Anita Rani follows a walk 
through the region’s hills set up to 
commemorate the witch trials that 
occurred 400 years ago. Steve 
Brown visits Brockholes nature 
reserve in the hope of seeing 
boxing hares, Adam Henson goes 
shopping for pigs, and Tom Heap 
reports on an MRSA outbreak in 
Denmark. Including weather for 
the week ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
returns for a second episode from 
Pembroke Castle in West Wales. 
Items brought in to be valued 
include a sapphire ring that 
changes colour in different light, a 
papal hat that once belonged to 
Pope Pius XII, and a collection of 
Anglo-Indian paintings from 1780 
that were once used to decorate a 
village’s scout hut. 

9.00 Line of Duty. The AC-12 

investigation intensifies in light of 
recent developments, and new 
forensic anomalies lead the 
detectives to a major 
breakthrough. Meanwhile, Nick 
Huntley comes under scrutiny. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman presents highlights of 
the day’s Premier League action, 
featuring West Bromwich Albion v 
Liverpool. 

11.30 I’m Different: Let Me Drive. An 

autistic driver passes his test, but 
finds his parents do not want him 
to drive on his own, so takes a 
pass plus test. Another learner 
tries to keep her twitches under 
control. 

12.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.05 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.30 The Beechgrove Garden. 7.00 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

10.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Track Cycling World 
Championships. 2.15 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. Coverage of the 
second session on the second day. 

6.00 Inside the Factory: Shoes. Gregg 

Wallace visits the UK’s largest 
sports shoe factory to see how 
3,500 pairs of trainers are made 
every day, before meeting the man 
who comes up with the latest 
designs. Cherry Healey gets 
hands-on in a tannery, helping to 
process thousands of rawhides 
into finished leather for the 
nation’s shoes, and finds out how 
a ballet company painstakingly 
create 250,000 ballet shoes per 
year. Ruth Goodman reveals how, 
when the sewing machine was 
first introduced into shoe factories 
in the mid-19th century, traditional 
shoemakers went on strike to 
rebel against joining a restrictive 
production line. (R) 

7.00 Robot Wars. Dara O Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present the grand 
final between robots Aftershock, 
Eruption, Ironside 3, Concussion, 
Carbide and an unconfirmed wild 
card. Last in the series. 

8.00 Top Gear. Chris and Rory take a 
road trip across Cuba, Matt LeBlanc 
test drives the Mercedes-AMG GT R, 
and Ross Noble is this week’s Star in 
a Reasonably Fast Car. 

9.00 Colombia with Simon Reeve. The 
resenter explores the country as 
0 years of civil war draws to a 
close, meeting farmers in need of 
government support and guerrilla 
fighters who have pledged to lay 
down arms. 

10.00 Film: At Any Price. (2012) 
Premiere. A farmer and his 
rebellious race driver son are 
forced to pull together as the 
family business comes under a 
series of threats. Drama, starring 
Dennis Quaid and Zac Efron. 

II. 40 Snooker: The World 

Championship. Jason 
Mohammad introduces the 
evening session on day two at the 
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
which featured two matches in the 
first round, involving Marco Fu 
and Mark Allen. 

12.30 Snooker: World Championship 
Extra. 2.30 Countryfile. (R) 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.20 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Weekend. 10.20 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 11.25 Wild Australia with Ray 
Mears. (R) 11.50 ITV News; Weather. 
12.00 Film: Thunderball. (1965) 2.35 
Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 4.00 Little Big 
Shots. (R) 5.00 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.15 ITV News; Weather. 5.30 
Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. (R) 

6.00 The Voice: The Winner’s Story. A 
celebration of this year’s winner of 
the talent show, looking back at 
their appearances in the series and 
catching up with them in the 
aftermath of their success in the 
final. 

7.00 Five Gold Rings. Game show, 
hosted by Phillip Schofield, in 
which two sisters take on a 
married couple to answer visual 
questions by placing rings on an 
LED floor. Last in the series. 

8.00 Maigret’s Night at the 
Crossroads. The detective 
interrogates a mysterious Dane 
who has been caught with a dead 
body in his car in a rural town - 
but finds all the locals seem to be 
hiding something. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Lethal Weapon. As Riggs and 
Murtaugh examine the murder of 
one of LA’s fashion expeditors, 
they follow a trail of evidence that 
leads them to a dangerous 
underground investigation led by 
the DEA. (R) 

II.IOThe Nightly Show Best Bits. 

Highlights of the seventh week of 
the entertainment show, with 
Jason Manford presenting a mix of 
topical monologues, studio 
games, celebrity guests, stand-up 
and video clips. 

11.40 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the 20th round of fixtures, 
which included Harlequins v 
Exeter Chiefs, Bristol v Wasps, and 
Northampton Saints v Saracens. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Cube. (R) 

3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Ice Age: The Great Egg-Scapade. (R) 

I. 00 Film: Hop. (2011) Part-animated 
comedy, starring James Marsden. 2.50 
Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix Live Build- 
Up. Previewing the third round of the 
season. 3.50 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand 
Prix Live. Coverage of the third round of 
the season (Start-time 4.00pm). 

6.15 Formula 1 Bahrain Grand Prix 
Live Reaction. Steve Jones 
presents reaction to the third 
round of the season, which took 
place at the Bahrain International 
Circuit in Sakhir. 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Kevin McCloud’s Escape to the 
Wild. Kevin travels to Central 
America to meet British family-of- 
five the Atkinsons, who have quit 
London to live a simpler existence 
in the rainforests of Belize. As he 
attempts to understand their 
motivations for the move, he 
suffers from the heat, is attacked 
by swarms of biting insects and 
shares his mud hut with a large 
scorpion, but begins to appreciate 
the rewards of a simple jungle life, 
one in which they’ve constructed a 
two-storey building entirely from 
recycled rubbish. (R) 

8.00 Rome’s Sunken Secrets. 
Documentary exploring the 
underwater ruins of an ancient 
Roman city located in the Bay of 
Naples, revealing how the volcanic 
landscape led to its destruction. 
9.00 Homeland. Dar scrambles to get 
his plan back on track, Saul and 
Keane deal with some fallout from 
her interview, and Carrie realises 
that she and Quinn must act fast. 
Last in the series. 

10.10 Gogglebox. Capturing the 
households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 

II. 05 Film: East Is East. (1999) Two 

Asian teenagers in 1970s Salford 
are horrified when their 
traditionally minded father plans 
arranged marriages for them. 
Comedy drama, starring Om Puri 
and Jimi Mistry. 

1.00 Film: Kingpin. (1996) 3.00 Gillette 
World Sport. 3.30 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 
3.55 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 

(R) 4.10 Four in a Bed. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Pip Ahoy! 6.10 Mr 
Men. 6.20 Mofy. 6.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 

6.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.45 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 7.00 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.10 
Oily the Little White Van. 7.20 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.05 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. 8.30 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.45 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.15 Peppa Pig. 

9.35 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.45 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 

10.20 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. (R) 

10.45 Grannies Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 11.45 Playful Pups Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 12.45 Film: 
Watership Down. (1978) Animated 
drama, with the voice of John Hurt. 2.30 
Greatest Animated Movies. (R) 5.20 
Film: Oliver! (1968) Musical, starring 
Ron Moody. 

8.00 Naughty Cats Make You Laugh 
Out Loud. Compilation of internet 
videos featuring cats doing bizarre 
and humorous things. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Prince Story: Icon, Genius, 
Slave. Documentary exploring the 
singer’s troubled private life, 
exploring the emotional turmoil 
that inspired some of his most 
famous songs. The programme 
examines some of the more 
unusual incidents in his career, 
including his failed marriage and 
changing his name to a symbol, as 
well as the circumstances that led 
him to die alone. 

11.05 Film: Purple Rain. (1984) A 
talented but arrogant musician 
with a troubled home life tries to 
make a name for himself and win 
the heart of a fellow singer. 

Musical drama, with Prince and 
Apollonia Kotero. 

1.10 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Body of Proof. Part two of 
two. Megan finds a bomb implanted in Dr 
Wallace’s latest victim and receives a 
phone call telling her to bring the device 
to a rendezvous point or Lacey will be 
killed. (R) 4.00 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. The use of CCTV in policing 
large crowds and bringing rioters to 
justice. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. A West 
Midlands home is overhauled. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. The work of an animal 
sanctuary. (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. 

Virgil gets the blame for breaking a vase. 
(R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. Maxi and 
Roary argue over which of them is faster. 
(R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Messiah at the Foundling Hospital 
8.00 Darcey Bussell’s Looking for Audrey 
9.00 Shakespeare’s Mother: The Secret 
Life of a Tudor Woman 10.00 The Killer 
Wave of 1607 10.50 The Mystery of 
Rome’s X Tomb 11.50 The Story of 
Maths 12.50 Cleopatra: A Timewatch 
Guide 1.50 Pugin: God’s Own Architect 
ITV2 

11.30 Britain’s Got Talent 1.00 
2Awesome 1.05 2Awesome: Guidance 

1.35 2Awesome: Third Wheel 1.55 
2Awesome: LA Story 2.05 2Awesome: 
Side Effects 2.35 You’ve Been Framed! 
Gold 3.05 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012) 4.10 FYI Daily 4.15 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 4.50 Film: 
Despicable Me 2 (2013) 5.50 FYI Daily 
5.55 Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 6.55 
Film: The Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug (2013) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: 
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug 
(2013) 10.00 Family Guy 

ITV3 

11.40 Film: Mutiny on the Buses (1972) 

12.40 FYI Daily 12.45 Film: Mutiny on 
the Buses (1972) 1.25 Film: Carry On 
Dick (1974) 2.25 FYI Daily 2.30 Film: 
Carry On Dick (1974) 3.15 Film: Carry 
On Again Doctor (1969) 4.15 FYI Daily 

4.20 Film: Carry On Again Doctor (1969) 
5.05 Film: Carry On Up the Khyber 
(1968) 6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: Carry 
On Up the Khyber (1968) 6.55 Film: That 
Riviera Touch (1966) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 
Film: That Riviera Touch (1966) 9.00 
Morecambe and Wise Forever 10.00 It’ll 
Be Alright on the Night 11.00 Lewis 
ITV4 

6.15 Football’s Greatest: Bobby Charlton 

6.35 Pawn Stars 7.00 The Big Fish Off 
8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 9.05 
Film: The Dirty Dozen (1967) 10.05 FYI 
Daily 10.10 Film: The Dirty Dozen (1967) 
12.10 Film: United 93 (2006) 1.10 FYI 
Daily 1.15 Film: United 93 (2006) 

E4 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory 12.30 The 
Goldbergs 2.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.00 
Film: We Bought a Zoo (2011) 5.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 11.00 E4’s 
Tattoo Artist of the Year 12.05 Naked 
Attraction 1.05 Bizarre ER 2.05 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 
Film4 

11.00 Marmaduke (2010) 1.00 Young 
Sherlock Holmes (1985) 3.15 Stuart 
Little 2 (2002) 4.50 Ice Age: Continental 
Drift (2012) 6.35 Mission: Impossible 2 
(2000) 9.00 Bridesmaids (2011) 11.25 
Sin City: A Dame to Kill For (2014) 


Buy and sell with 
Classified Ads 




Visit our ClassifiedAds website 

classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



Call our Classified sales team 

on 01902 317 878 



d 


Self Serve - Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 





ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time . 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers . ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



I 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


The Chronicle Thursday, April 13, 2017 


























The Chronicle Thursday, April 13, 2017 



FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, BBC2,10pm 

Bruno, a boy in Nazi Germany, moves to the country 
when his father is placed in charge of a concentration 
camp. While exploring the woods close to the facility’s 
boundary, he spots a Jewish youngster being held 
there, and the two become friends - but Bruno 
remains innocently oblivious to the camp’s true 
purpose. Drama, starring David Thewlis, Asa 
Butterfield and Jack Scanlon. (2008) 

TUESDAY 

A Housekeeper’s Revenge, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A student fears for her life after a number of disturbing 
occurrences, leaving her desperately searching for the 
culprit. The search leads to her family housemaid - 
unaware their connection is much deeper than 
expected. Thriller, starring Chrysti Ane, Lee Broda, 
Kenton Duty and Doug Haley. (2016) 



WEDNESDAY 

Byzantium, Channel 4,1.35am 

Two female vampires spend centuries on the run from 
an order of their own kind, who object to women 
becoming undead. They hide out in a seaside town, 
where one uses a brothel as a means to find men to 
feed on, while the other forms a bond with a terminally 
ill boy - but their past soon catches up with them. 
Horror, starring Gemma Arterton, Saoirse Ronan and 
Jonny Lee Miller. (2012) 

THURSDAY 

A Husband’s Confession, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A preacher’s life is derailed when the son he never 
knew he had appears in town, just as his wayward 
teenage niece goes missing. Drama, starring JR 
Bourne. Edited for daytime broadcast. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Dinner for Schmucks, BBC1,11.50pm 

An ambitious executive hopes to win a mean-spirited 
contest held by his bosses to find the most ridiculous 
dinner-party guest for everyone to mock. He thinks he 
has found the perfect winning entry when he meets a 
dim-witted and socially awkward amateur taxidermist 
- but has to contend with pretending they are friends. 
Comedy, with Steve Carell and Paul Rudd. (2010) 


Returning series hopes to 
keep the winning formula 


D ubbed ‘the sexiest TV drama 
ever’ and the most expensive 
French TV series made to 
date, (each show cost twice as much 
as an episode of Downton Abbey), 
Versailles arrived on our screens in 
2015 with massive expectations. 

The period drama raised 
eyebrows with its gratuitous sex 
scenes in the first few episodes, but 
viewers soon became hooked on 
the intrigue and scandal in Louis 
XIV’s court. 

The absolute monarch who built 
the vast Chateau de Versailles and 
set France on a path towards a 
revolution that would come 
decades after his death, has been 
the subject of many mini-series and 
films over the years. 

But French broadcaster Canal+ 
decided to sidestep the cliche of a 
powerful old monarch in tights, 
instead hiring two Hollywood-based 
British writers, David Wolstencroft 
and Simon Mirren, and focusing on 
the king in his 20s, fragile and 
vulnerable, as he decides to build 
the palace and move the whole 
court from Paris. 


It’s the story of a paranoid young 
man’s image control, his plotting, 
bed-hopping and his love-hate 
relationship with his younger 
brother Philippe, Duke of Orleans, 
known during Louis’s reign as 
Monsieur. 

The first series came to a dramatic 
finale in late 2015, when the king’s 
sister-in-law Henriette (Noemie 
Schmidt) - who was also portrayed 
as his lover - met a painful end after 
someone poisoned her 

Henriette’s husband Philippe and 
the king - played by Alexander 
Vlahos and George Blagden 
respectively - could only look on in 
horror as her throat began to close 
up. 

Tonight, the sumptuous drama 
returns four years after Henriette’s 
passing, with fresh challenges for 
the king and his court. 

Season two looks at the dark 
underbelly of power as Louis sees 
the dream of his grand palace at 
Versailles crumbling before his eyes. 

With phase one complete, most of 
France’s eminent lords and ladies 


now live under the Sun King’s roof. 

Drugs, gambling and alcohol are 
rampant, as nobles begin to poison 
each other in order to get closer to 
him. 

Blinded by his passion for his 
mistress, Louis refuses to listen to 
the advice of the church and his 
closest advisors and leaves for war 
against arch-enemy William of 
Orange, but he must discover the 
path back to light and redemption to 
save his vision. 

“We have seen this boy-king 
become this man over 10 hours of 
season one,” explained Blagden. 

“And we start season two with him 
starting to exercise the power he 
has gained in season one. 

“The abuse of that power can 
distance people from him and he 
starts to listen to the wrong people 
and stop listening to the right 
people.” 

In the first episode, a coveted 
vacancy arises, while pregnant 
Madame de Montespan (Anna 
Brewster) exercises her influence at 
every opportunity. 



George Blagden stars in Versailles, Friday, BBC2, 9.30pm 



MONDAY 

The Walt Disney Story 
Channel 5,4.10pm 

Some viewers may remember the days when bank 
holiday TV wasn’t complete without a Disney 
compilation show, featuring clips from some of 
the studio’s best-loved movies. So, they may feel a 
little bit nostalgic about this documentary, which 
looks at how Walt Disney came to make such a 
huge impact on American culture. Presented by 
Walt’s daughter Diane Disney Miller and narrated 
by Mary Poppins star Dick Van Dyke, it features 
interviews with key directors, animators and actors, 
as well as home movies and, of course, excerpts 
from the films themselves. However, the 
documentary also examines some of the more 
controversial aspect of Disney’s legacy, including 
Walt’s testimony before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee and the 1941 strike at the 
studios. 

TUESDAY 

Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. Some of the UK’s most obsessive 
cleaners head stateside to clean America’s mess, 
with two cleaners staying with their host and 
immersing themselves in the local culture. In this 



first episode, obsessive cleaners Tina and Mark fly 
to Texas to do battle with 70-year-old Patrick’s 
home, spending five days attempting to transform 
the house which is nestled deep in the Texan 
countryside. The ranch was once a beautiful family 
home until Patrick’s wife passed away three years 
ago, since when it has collected clutter, cobwebs 
and dog poo, and has fallen into a state of 
disrepair. 

WEDNESDAY 

Tonight at the London Palladium 
ITV, 8pm 

Actor, presenter and crooner Bradley Walsh 
has proved himself to be an all-round 
entertainer - he had the best-selling 
debut album in Britain last year - so 
it’s no wonder that after initially flirting 
with weekly guest presenters, ITV 
has made him the permanent host 
of this variety show. The new 
series kicks off with a typically 
eclectic line-up, which sees 
Steps performing their new 
single for the first time on TV, 
and a performance by the 
Chinese State Circus. There’s 
more music from multiple BRIT 


Award-winner Emeli SandE, Phantom of the 
Opera’s Ben Forster, who performs Music of the 
Night, and all-male acapella group The Techtonics, 
as well as magic courtesy of Pete Firman. But will 
Bradley also be persuaded to give us a song? 


''-nfessions of a Junior Doctor 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Filmed at the height of the 
junior doctors crisis in 2016, this 
documentary series explores the story 
of the NHS in unprecedented times, 
told by some of the 60,000 junior 
doctors working on the front line 
in NHS hospitals. Working in 
every department, from 
A&E corridors to operating 
theatres, junior doctors 
are face increasing 
pressure as the NHS 
struggles to cope with 
the rising number of 
patients. The first 
episode follows new 
graduates as they 
begin to understand 
reality of their 
new careers. 


ev 



REST 


THURSDAY 


Born to Kill 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Four-part thriller about Sam, a teenager 
who is on the verge of acting out hidden 
psychopathic desires. He lives with his protective 
mum Jenny (Romola Garai), a geriatric nurse, and 
thinks his dad died in a car crash. On the surface, 
he appears to be a model teenager. But his mother 
is protecting him from a dark secret, and when a 
new girl arrives in town with her single dad, Sam’s 
suppressed desires start to emerge. 


FRIDAY 
Posh Pawn 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. The return of the programme offering an 
insight into the world of high-end pawnbroking. 
James takes a ride around London in an eye¬ 
catching supercar, with an aspiring fitness guru 
who’s looking for £80,000. With her eyes on a round- 
the-world cruise costing £30,000, an adventurous 
retiree wants to sell a collection of handbags and 
jewellery. A car enthusiast contacts memorabilia 
expert Lawrence about a helmet that once belonged 
to land speed record-breaker Donald Campbell, and 
James faces a dilemma when he gets an offer for 
one of his favourite impulse buys. 



Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: Package Price £399* 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 3 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Twoweekiistingonjobs.expressandstar.com Contact Tracey Thompson 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs for 5 nights niQ/y) 31 qa/k nr email 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis until you 0 3 do e a 

fill the vacancy tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Collision causes 
one politician to do 
something (6) 

4. Slight violence in 
seeking entry (6) 

9. It is used to drive 
one round the 
bend! (8,5) 

10. Went over because 
thwarted? (7) 

11. Avoid bad duel with 
egghead (5) 

12. Love to make fuss 
again (5) 

14. Prevent from 
practising as a 
lawyer? (5) 

18. Sharp tasting 
pastry? (5) 

19. Reject deterioration 
(7) 

21. A clearer view of 
external affairs 
should result from 
his work (6,7) 

22. Is afraid of adders 

( 6 ) 

23. Where animals may 
watch the show? 

( 6 ) 


Down 

1. Spineless creature 
in religious body (6) 

2. Prevalence can 
need proper order 
(13) 

3. Players may have 
them in hand (5) 

5. In no place, yet in 
this place at present 
(7) 

6. Training in fuel in 
mixed classes (13) 

7. Lovers doing a 
crossword? (6) 

8. Pole writes a poem 

(5) 

13. Answer some of the 
correspondence (7) 

15. Boss finally will 
marry - and be 
tucked neatly away 

( 6 ) 

16. Cited a decree (5) 

17. Lover’s suit, 
perhaps (6) 

20. Comb the others 
found on cockerel’s 
head (5) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


1. Levy (6) 

1. Hinder (6) 

4. Force (6) 

2. Essential bit (4,3,6) 

9. Saturation (13) 

3. Spruce (5) 

10. Powerful (7) 

5. Infested (7) 

11. Lift (5) 

6. Gem (8,5) 

12. Love (5) 

7. Diminish (6) 

14. Improper (5) 

8. Because (5) 

18. Order (5) 

13. Lives (7) 

19. Exempt (7) 

15. Abrade (6) 

21. Liable to mishaps (8-5) 

16. Agency (5) 

22. Join up (6) 

17. Coming (6) 

23. Stop (6) 

20. Frolic (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Starting post; 7 Boast; 

8 Cargo; 9 Toe; 10 Nerve cell; 11 Nodose; 

12 Listen; 15 Seafaring; 17 Gas; 18 Along; 

19 Steer; 21 Set an example. Down: 1 Shooting 
star; 2 Tea; 3 Nature; 4 Picketing; 5 Serve; 

6 Rolling stone; 7 Blend; 10 Nostalgia; 13 Tiger; 
14 Tissue; 16 Alone; 20 Era. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Disconsolate; 7 Sable; 

8 Miner; 9 Net; 10 Unconcern; 11 Expose; 

12 Strong; 15 Retracted; 17 Awe; 18 Thick; 

19 Image; 21 Strengthened. 

Down: 1 Disintegrate; 2 Orb; 3 Speech; 

4 Laminated; 5 Tense; 6 Transgressed; 7 Set 
up; 10 Unshackle; 13 Orate; 14 String; 16 Taint; 

20 Ash. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. In which country is the Firth of Thames? 

2. Who is the godfather of Marina Mowatt? 

3. Of which bird family is the quail the 
smallest species? 

4. The US Medal of Honor depicts which 
goddess? 

5. Which composer did Clara Wieck marry in 
1840? 


What is the English name for the Dutch 
port Vlissingen? 

What do we call the bulbous plant Allium 
cepa? 

The word ‘budget’ is derived from which 
language’s word for leather bag? 

What type of monkey is the Barbary ape? 
In the film world, who were Harry, Albert, 
Sam and Jack? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Gibraltar; 2 Ice hockey; 3 Piano; 

4 On Her Majesty’s Secret Service; 5 Ultra heat 
treated; 6 Pakistan; 7 Orpheus; 8 B; 

9 Pekingese; 10 Humphrey Repton. 

Niner: DEVALUING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


845215 

9825 

634567 


gives a road, 
gives a second road, 
gives waterways. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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BRAKES 
ON THE 
ROAD 

FROM £55 


InCentre | Online | Mobile 





Cannock 

40a Longford Hd. Bndgtown, 
Cannocfc WSH OOF 

T: 01543 500 555 





Bloxwich 

71 Park Rd, Bkucwicti, 

WS3 3SW 

T: 01922 477 882 
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Reader]) 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 



Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 
& Oxford 


Departing Wednesday 
21 June 2017 


PRICE INCLUDES 


2 DAYS ONLY 


A69 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/NRN333 


QUOTE CODE: NRN333 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 
4 star hotel within 30 miles " 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Windsor Enclosure at Royal Ascot on 
Ladies’ Day, with coach transfer (ticket upgrade available at 
a supplement) 

✓ A visit to Oxford 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 

Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 


with brunch 

DAY 

| Thursday 22 June 2017 

EXCURSION 

ONLY 

PRICE INCLUDES 

✓ A brunch-time full English 

£^^-95pp 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/FPW172 


tarC^I 


^ Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 




42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in 
Paris, Bat out of Hell, Beautiful, Dreamgirls, 
Half a Sixpence, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, 
Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, The Lion 
King, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 


NOW 

INCLUDING 







I TO CHOOSE FROM 

Rcil 



Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 


@ b V£‘ h £ 149 — 


Quote Code: 

NNF211 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


£159 


■95pp 


Quote Code: View product online at 
VWD793 www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 




Quote Code: FXA483 


Hand picked holidays with yoi 


Overnight stay at the 

3 STAR IBIS EARLS 
COURT HOTEL 

with all-you-can-eat 
English breakfast buffet 

+ 

Return standard class 
rail travel to London 


2 DAYS, BY RAIL 


£ 119 


Theatre Ticket Offer 

Add a theatre ticket to your booking for just £49! 

(Value £69.50 - £75 stalls or dress circle) 

Monday - Friday performances only 

Choose from... 42nd Street / An American in Paris / Beautiful (not Fridays) 
Matilda / Motown (not Fridays) / The Lion King (Fridays only) 

The Phantom of the Opera / Wicked 


★★★ 

ibis Earls Court 


Quote Code: UCR490 


View product online at 
www.omega-holidays.com/UCR490 


Extra nights 

are available at 




Single room supplement £50pp 
per night. Subject to availability. 
‘This deal will be offered most 
days of the year to December 
2017 (may be a limited number 
of excluded dates). Show 
tickets are subject to availability 
and not all shows are available 
on all dates. 


Stay an extra night (Friday or Sunday) for just £65pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Your Chronicle 

n association with 


SPECTACULAR 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


2 days, 
by rail from 


£179 


.95pp 


Return rail travel from Birmingham New Street, Stafford 
and Wolverhampton 


Departing Saturday 17 June 2017 


Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir West ticket (value £23) for Space 
Spectacular at the Royal Albert Hall on Saturday 
17 June (upgrades available) 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to London 


Book an extra night (Friday or Sunday) for just £65pp. 


2 days, 
by rail from 


£169 


.95pp 


Single room supplement £50pp. Subject to availability. 


Departing Saturday 18 November 2017 

Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at a choice of 4 star central 
London hotels with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir ticket (face value of £25) for Classical 
Spectacular on Saturday 18 November at the 
Royal Albert Hall (upgrades available at a 
supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to London 


CAPITAL BARGAIN 


Break by rail 

Daily* departures throughout 2017 


NO REGIONAL 
SUPPLEMENTS 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. 0megaHols @omegaHois omegaHois 


Single room si 

jpplement £50pppn. Subject to 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Detached cottage 
in a sought-after 
village location 

This charming four-bedroomed detached cottage 
in Hilton Lane, Shareshill, lies in a much sought 
after village and overlooks pleasant green views. 

It is for sale through L&S Prestige Estates at 
£450,000. Its neatly appointed living accommodation 
briefly comprises an entrance hall, a spacious sitting 
room, a dining room, a stunning fitted kitchen with 
an additional dining area and a separate utility, guest 
WC and 23ft orangery overlooking the landscaped 
gardens. 

To the first floor there are four well proportioned 
bedrooms with an en-suite shower room to the 
master and an en-suite toilet and wash facilities to 
bedroom two. There is also a modern fitted family 
bathroom with a bath and separate shower cubicle. 

The property has double glazing and gas central 
heating throughout. To the outside there is extensive 
off road parking and neatly landscaped gardens with 
splendid views to the rear. 

Situated in a stunning rural location, this home has 
easy access to excellent transport links, including 
being in close proximity to junctions of both the 
M54 and M6 motorways. Wolverhampton, Walsall 
and Cannock are all in commutable distance, giving 
access to a wide range of amenities and leisure 
facilities. A spokesman for the selling agent said: “A 
truly exquisite setting for a delightful family home, 
viewing is a must and is available exclusively through 
L&S Prestige Estates Ltd.” 

The property is approached by a gated driveway 
leading to a canopied UPVC double glazed door 
opening to the utility room with ceramic tiled flooring. 

The dining area has ceramic tiled flooring and 
space for a side by side fridge freezer, plus an 
archway to the kitchen. 

The sitting room has wooden flooring and a gas 
fired burner with a chimney. The hall has wooden 
flooring and a door to the gardens. 

The dining room has wooden flooring, an electric 
fire with a decorative surround, French doors giving 
access to the side of the property and French doors 
opening to the orangery. 


SHARESHILL £450,000 





He's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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^OLir 


Chartered Surveyors 


FRASER WOOD 

***** ^C&SJ 




Estate Agents 



DAFFODIL ROAD, WALSALL 

. Semi-Detached Bungalow 
. Two Bedrooms 
. Lounge, Bathroom 
. New Kitchen with Hob & oven 
. UPVC DG, GCH 

. Driveway, Garage _ 


£675pcm - plus fees 


LORINERS GROVE, WALSALL 

. Ground Floor Flat 
. Two Bedrooms 
. Lounge with dining area 
. Kitchen, Bathroom 
. UPVC DG, GCH 
. Allocated Parking 


£595pcm - plus fees 


BEECHWOOD AVENUE, WEDNESFIELD 

. Semi-Detached House 
. Three Bedroom 
. Lounge/Dining Room 
. Kitchen 
. Conservatory 

UPVC DG, GCH _ 


£625pcm - plus fees 


COXMOOR CLOSE, BLOXWICH 

. Modern Townhouse 
. Two Bedrooms 
. Lounge 
. Kitchen 
. Conservatory 
. Garden 


£525pcm - plus fees 


TAME CLOSE, WALSALL 

. Detached Bungalow 
. Lounge / Dining Room 
. Kitchen, Bathroom 
. Two Bedrooms 
. UPVC DG &GCH 
. Driveway, Garden _ 


£600pcm - plus fees 


EDWARD COURT, WALSALL 

. 2nd Floor Flat 
. Reception Hallway, Lounge, 

. Kitchen with some appliances, 

. Two Bedrooms, Bathroom, 

. UPVC DG, GCH 
. Car Port 


£550pcm - plus fees 



EPC: C HLET AGREED* ■ EPC: D 


WARDLES LANE, GREAT WYRLEY 

. Second Floor flat 
. Hallway, Fitted Kitchen 
. Lounge With Balcony Off 
. Three Bedrooms 
. Bathroom With Shower 
. Terrace, GCH, UPVC DG _ 


£475pcm - plus fees 


COTTERELL COURT, WALSALL 

. Ground FLoor Flat 
. Hallway, Lounge 
. Kitchen Area 
. Bathroom, One Bedroom 
. Storage Cupboard 
. Electric Heater, UPVC DG _ 


■ E 

|U U 


HASKELL STREET, WALSALL 

. Mid Terrace Property 
. Two Bedrooms 
. Lounge, Dining Room 
. New Kitchen 
. Bathroom 

. New Carpets, GCH, UPVC DG 


£465pcm plus fees 



EPC: D Hlet agreed 


CHURCH STREET, DARLASTON 

. Ground Floor Flat 
. One Bedroom 
. Lounge, Kitchen 
. Shower Room 
. UPVC Double Glazing 
. Electric Heatin< 



VICTORIA TERRACE, WALSALL 

. First Floor Flat 
. Double Bedroom 
. Bathroom 
. Kitchen 
. Lounge 

. Economy 7 Heating 
. Overlooking Arboretum _ 


CHURCH STREET, DARLASTON 

. First Floor Flat 
. Hallway, Bathroom 
. Fitted Kitchen 
. Lounge, One Bedroom 
. GCH, UPVC DG 

. Lockable Bike Shed _ 


An application fee of £200 inclusive of VAT is charged for upto two applications sharing the same property 

i www.fraser-wood.co.uk 

15 Lichfield Street, Walsall 



ffll auctions 4 TH MAY 2017 

Aston Villa Football Ground 

BIG WOOD Starting at 11:00am 

AUCTION 

AlfEI) 1 1 ^\TO To include properties on behalf of: 

™ hl\ ■ W "Vr 1 W Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Administrators 

1 —___ 1 



181 Coalpool Lane, Bloxwich 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £58,000 - £63,000 


62 Bloxwich Road, Walsall 

2 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £20,000 plus 


14 Swancote Road, Dudley 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £60,000 plus 


2 Aston Street, Penfields 

3 Bed End-Terraced House 

Guide: £54,000 - £59,000 


64 Alexandra Road, Wednesbury 

2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £55,000 plus 



34 Elmdon Road, Wolverhampton 62 Dibdale Street, Dudley 44 Prole Street, Wolverhampton 34 Woodfield Av. Brierley Hill 8 Freezeland Street, Bilston 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 2 Bed Semi-Detached House 2 Bed Mid-Terraced House 3 Bed Semi-Detached House 3 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £29,000 - £34,000 Guide: £45,000 plus Guide: £34,000 - £38,000 Guide: £75,000 plus Guide: £55,000 plus 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garage & Ground Rents 


y 0121 233 5046 C ►' www.sdlauctions.co.uk y@SDLBigwood 

Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price. Any additional fees will be confirmed in the legal pack which can be 
downloaded from our website, inspected at our offices or in the auction room before bidding. For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve Price 
please refer to our catalogue or website. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or 
website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 














































































• Mid Terrace 


Shower Room 


• Modem Detached 

• Through Hallway 

• Lounge/diner, WC 

• Kitchen. Dining Room 


Free 

Valuations 


No Sale 
No Fee 


Experienced 
Sales Team 


Webbs 


E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 




BROWNHILLS 

WATERMEAD GRANGE 


Spring into action and get 
those cracking deals 


^—- 


A 




► Stunning Home 
»NHBC Guarentee 

* Hall, WC 

* Lounge 


• 3 Bedrooms 

• En-Suite 

• Garage, Parking 

• NO CHAIN 


£179,950 


WALSALL 

EAGLEWORKS 


m 


• 


* Ground Floor 
> Hallway 

* Lounge 
» Kitchen 


• 2 Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• Parking 

• Viewing 


£44,950 40% Shared 


• Lounge 

• Kitchen/Diner 

• 3 Bedrooms 


• Hall, Lounge 

• Kitchen, Utility 

• Stunning Conservatory 


• Family Bathroom 

• Driveway, Gardens 

• Viewing Recommended 


01922 

663399 


74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 


The HUNT 


over! 


50lh 

FEES THIS EASTER 


LITTLE BLOXWICH 

MILLFIELD AVENUE 


EC * 


id 

44 


• Garage 

• Ideal First Time Buy 

• Popular Location 


£239,950 


• Family Bathroom 

• Garage 

• Gardens 


• 4/5 Bed Detached 

• Offering Great Potential 

• Backing onto Walsall Aboretum 

• Hall. 2 Reception Rooms 


• Mid Town House 

• Through Hall 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Fitted Kitchen 


• Modem Home 

• Lounge, WC 

• Generous Kitchen/Diner 

• 3 Bedrooms 


ASHMORE PARK 

THORNLEY CLOSE 


£104 950 


PARK ROAD BLOXWICH 

POPLAR COURT 


• 4 Bedrooms, Ensuite 


WALSALL 

BUCHANAN ROAD 


• 5th Bedroom/Sitting Room 

• Dining Kitchen 

• 4 Bedroom, Shower Room 

• Generous Gardens 


^^^0j00^^ 

AKRON GATE 

MERCURY DRIVE 


• 2 Double Bedrooms 


• Ensuite to Master 

• Bathroom 

• Gardens 

• Driveway 


• Semi Detached 


£3K0 OOO 


NEWTOWN 


STAFFORD ROAD 


E 


!T L 


-If 




Established 1994 




£149,950 


BROWNHILLS 

MILL ROAD 






• Traditional Family Home 

• Guests WC, Conservatory 
2 Reception Rooms 

• Refitted Kitchen 


rightmove... ■ ■ 

SSWNI 


3 Bedrooms 
Shower Room, En-Suite 
Landscaped Gardens 
Garage & Driveway 


• Modem Family Home 

• Hall, Lounge 

• Kitchen/Diner 

• 3 Bedrooms 


OFFERS OVER £350,000 
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Vernon Way,,walsall 





• Two/Three Bedroom Detached Bungalow 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fully Fitted Kitchen 

• Ground Floor Bathroom 

• Master Bedroom with en-suite 

• Ample Off Road Parking 

• Located near M6 Motorway 






Terret Close,Walsall 

• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Town Centre Location 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Sorry No DHSS, Pets or Smokers 

• Rating:54 


£525.00 PCM 



Walker Road,Walsall 

• Two bedroom Apartment 

• Large Open Plan Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• En-Suite Shower Room 

• Family Bathroom 

• Rating:77 

i £495.00 PCM 



• Spacious First Floor Flat 

• Large Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Modern Bathroom 

• Communal Gardens 


• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing 

• Routes M6 Motorway Links 

• Sorry No DHSS, Pets or Smokers 

• Rating: 79 


V. 


£525.00 PCM 





Manorhouse Close.Walsall 


Two Bedroom Apartment 
Open Plan Lounge / Kitchen 
Bathroom 
Entrance Hallway 
Fitted Wardrobes 


Secure Communal Entrance 

Double Glazing 

Gas Central Heating 

Sorry No DHSS, Pets or Smokers 

Rating: 68 




•S'-afitfi, 










Elmsdale Court,Walsall 


• Two Bedrooms 

• Entrance Hall 

• Double glazing 

• Electric heating 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Allocated Parking 

• Sorry No DHSS 

• No Pets or Smokers 

• Rating: 34 


V 

£495.00 PCM 

y 



Walker Road,Walsall 

• Two Bedroom 2nd Floor Apartment 

• Large ‘L’ shape Lounge 

• Open Plan Kitchen 

• Family Bathroom 

• DHSS Accepted 

• Rating: 77 


£450.00 PCM 



Fisher Road, Bloxwich 

• One Bedroom Ground 

• Off Road Parking 

• Enclosed Rear Garden 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Rating: 69 

t £400.00 PCM 


r 





The Exchange, Bloxwich 


• One bedroom 

• Entrance Hallway 

• Large Separate Kitchen 

• Electric Heating 

• DHSS Accepted 


• Double Glazing 

• Sorry No Pets 

• DHSS Accepted 

• Sorry No Pets 

• Rating:7 




£400.00 PCM 


J 


r 







High Street, Bloxwich 

• One Bed Top Floor Apartment 

• Electric Heating 


• Bloxwich Town Centre 

• DHSS Accepted 


• Parking to Rear 

• Deposit on Application 


• Lounge 

• Above Retail Premises 


• Fitted Kitchen 

• Rating: TBC 


V 

£400.00 PCM 

J 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 


• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 



• Erdington 

• Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

• Stafford 


on Facebook, Follow 


• Stoke-on-Trent 

• Sutton Coldfield 

• Tamworth 

• Telford 


on Twitter 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


Call 01922 711444 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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Future 


Generous space combines with a dynamic silhouette 



The car has a gently sloping roof line in style of a coupe The five-door coupe can travel up to 500 kilometres on purely electric power 


Skoda’s appearance at the Shanghai Motor 
Show later this month is characterized by 
electric change: With the Vision E study, 
the company provides its first brand- 
specific outlook on the future of individual 
mobility. 

The emotionally designed five-door SUV 
coupe can travel up to 500 kilometres on 
purely electric power and meets the level 3 
requirements for autonomous driving. Skoda 
is intensively pursuing the electrification of its 
model range, and will be offering five purely 
electric models in various segments by 2025. 

Tomorrow’s mobility - planning and 
development is in full swing at Skoda. The first 
purely electrically driven and autonomous 
driving concept car in the company’s history 
embodies the brand’s interpretation of electric 
vehicles. 

At 4,645 mm long, 1,917mm wide and 1,550 
mm tall, the Skoda Vision E has great road 
presence. Thanks to the long wheelbase of 
2,850 mm, as well as the short overhangs at 
the front and rear, the designers have created 
an extremely spacious interior - as always 
with Skoda. In the future-oriented vehicle 
concept, the elevated seating position typical 
of SUV models and the generous space 
combine with a dynamic silhouette and gently 
sloping roof line in the style of a coupe. 
v Thanks to the system output of 225 kW, the 
Skoda Vision E accelerates instantaneously 
and dynamically. The top speed is 180 km/h 
(112mph). The powerful lithium-ion batteries 
and optimal recuperation allow a range of up 
to 500 kilometres (311 miles). 

Thanks to intelligent management, the two 
electric engines cooperate with maximum 
efficiency and drive the Skoda Vision E over 


all four wheels. The front- and rear-wheel drive 
is suitably adjusted to ensure the highest 
degree of stability, dynamism and safety at all 
times. 

With the Vision E, Skoda is also providing an 
outlook on the forms of autonomous driving 
coming soon. According to the latest surveys, 
around 15 percent of all new cars could be 


driving completely autonomously in 2030. 

The concept car Skoda Vision E achieves 
the prerequisites for level 3 autonomous 
driving: It can operate independently in traffic 
jams, go into autopilot on motorways, stay 
in lane and swerve, carry out overtaking 
manoeuvres, independently search for free 
parking spaces and park and leave parking 


spaces alone. To enable this, various sensors 
with different ranges and numerous cameras 
constantly monitor the traffic situation. 

Electromobility plays a key role in the 
company’s global growth strategy. Skoda 
develops its own vehicle concepts for purely 
electric mobility on the basis of the MEB 
Group platform. 


The electrification of Skoda’s model range 
will begin as early as 2019 with the launch of 
the Skoda Superb with plug-in hybrid drive. 

Skoda’s first purely electric series-produced 
vehicle will be released shortly afterwards in 
2020. By 2025, the brand will have expanded 
its range to include five purely electric cars in 
various segments. 



SKODA APPROVED 

USED EVENT 17-30 APRIL 




6.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 

WTTH SOLUTIONS 
PERSONAL CONTRACT PLAN* * 




FROM 

£500-£1500 

TOWARDS 
YOUR FINANCE 
DEPOSIT' 


0 


NEXT 2 
SERVICES 
FOR £139 


i-i. 


ft 


1 YEAR’S WARRANTY 
AND 1 YEAR’S 
ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE FREE 



DRIVEN BY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


AlltOSdlGS Ltd Unit 1 Attwood Road Zone 1, Burntwood Business Park, Burntwood, West Midlands WS7 3GJ 01543 450000 @ www.autosalesgroup.CO.uk 

The above retailer is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 

With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when purchased between 17-30 April 2017 from participating retailers. Used Event offers only available on approved used SKODAs registered on or after 1 March 2014 and 
more than 90 days old. Excludes Roomster. Indemnities may be required. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time^of publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. ^Deposit contributions vary: 
£500 available on Citigo, Fabia, Rapid and Rapid Spaceback. £1,000 on Octavia and Yeti. £1,500 on Superb. A Covers next two consecutive services, limited to one minor and one major service. #SKODA Approved Warranty is available on all approved used SKODAs purchased 
from a participating SKODA retailer. 
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Reducing motorcycle-related deaths and injury 

Campaigns aiming 
to improve safety 

Fresh campaigns have been launched to improve 
motorcyclists’ safety, aimed at drivers and riders alike. 

The initiatives have been deployed in England and 
Wales as the weather improves, and the conditions 
become more favourable for motorcycling. 

They aim to reduce the risk of motorcycle-related 
deaths and serious injuries by increasing general 
awareness and offering additional training. 

Both campaigns are urging infrequent riders to check 
that their bike is mechanically sound before getting 
back out on the roads. 

One scheme is being rolled out in the Midlands, 
while a second, entitled Operation Darwen, will run 
throughout Wales from early Spring until the autumn. 

The Safer Roads Partnership in Warwickshire and 
West Mercia is targeting motorcyclists and car drivers 
across Herefordshire, Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin, 
Worcestershire and Warwickshire. Roadside posters 
will warn motorists of ‘danger spots’, where collisions 
have taken place over the past three years (2014-2016). 
During this period, a total of 528 people were either 
killed or seriously injured following collisions involving 
motorcycles. 

Vicki Bristow, communications manager for the Safer 
Roads Partnership, said: “Both Warwickshire and 
West Mercia are popular with bikers and many riders 
are attracted to the area, particularly at weekends and 
when the weather is good. 

“We’re aiming to make motorcyclists and other road 
users more aware of the risks that are present when 
they are out on the roads and to help us reduce the 
amount of collisions that take place.” 

The second campaign was launched last week and 
sees Roads Policing Unit officers engaging with riders 
at popular meeting spots across Wales. 

Head of Specialist Operations at North Wales Police 
and keen motorcyclist, Superintendent Rob Kirman, 
said: “Reducing casualties on our roads remains one 
of our top priorities. 

“We want people to enjoy coming to Wales and riding 
on some great roads, but most of all we want them to 
ride safely and responsibly.” 


Land Rover launches new 
visitor attraction on Velar 


Land Rover has opened a new visitor attraction at its thriving 
Solihull manufacturing plant. The Range Rover Story’ is 
an interactive exhibit created to celebrate 50 years of the 
world’s most revered luxury SUV. 

Range Rover has been manufactured at Solihull since 1970, 
but its history with the site goes back to 1967 when the first 
secret prototype was conceived, codenamed Velar. The new 
exhibit will take visitors on a time-travelling voyage from its 
inception in the mid 1960s, through to the introduction of the 
Range Rover Sport and Range Rover Evoque. 

The exhibition culminates in an exciting unveil of the new 
Range Rover Velar, celebrating British design and engineering 
integrity. 

Roger Crathorne (known as Mr Land Rover) dedicated 50 
years’ service to Land Rover and has been heavily involved 
in the creation of the exhibition. He said: “The exhibit tells the 
incredible story of the Range Rover, from the original Velar 
prototype through to today’s new model. 

“At the time I began my career in 1967 as a technicalassistant 
on the Velar Team, the intention was never to build a luxury 
vehicle. Over the 50 years since, the Range Rover has come a 
long way. We wanted to develop a more comfortable on-road 
Land Rover that would combine the comfort of the Rover with 
the Land Rover 4x4 capability to support a growing leisure 
market.” 

Nigel Blenkinsop, operations director at Solihull, said: “We 
are hugely proud to build the Range Rover Velar at Solihull, the 
birthplace of both the Land Rover and Range Rover. Here, we 
have invested over £2bn in recent years to enable us to triple 
production. Our business is now Britain’s number one car 
manufacturer.” 

The opening of the Range Rover exhibition coincides with the 
opening of Velar manufacturing tours at Solihull. Velar is the third 
new model in a year to be launched at the plant, following the 
Jaguar F-PACE and new Discovery. Velar is produced in one of 
the largest aluminium body shops in the world and is beautifully 
finished in a versatile trim hall; capable of producing three 
different SUVs - all built to customers’ unique specifications. 

The Solihull plant has contributed to the company doubling its 
sales and headcount in the past five years. This has supported 
the UK’s revival in manufacturing, boosting the British economy 
where the automotive company provides 240,000 jobs in 
the supply chain. The Range Rover family contributes £10bn 
annually to the UK economy and is Britain’s largest luxury 
export. 

To book on this tour visit: www.solihull.landroverexperience. 



The new Velar in the unveiling room at the visitor attraction in Solihull 


BENHAM SELECT 


Located at Benham BMW, Lever Street, Wolverhampton WV2 1 AD 


01902 455445 

2014/14 Renault Captur 1.5 dCi Dynamique 5dr, (start/stop, MediaNav), Black, 29,335 miles, Diesel.£9,000 

2013/63 Audi A11.6 TDI S Line Sportback 5dr, Silver, 44,000, Diesel.£10,750 

2010/10 Audi A5 2.0 TDI Sport 2dr, White, 70,295, Diesel . £10,000 

2007/57 Mazda MX-5 2.0 Sport 2dr, Black 38,811, Petrol . £6,500 

2015/15 Nissan Juke 1.2 DIG-T Acenta Premium 5dr, (start/stop), White, 13,000, Petrol.£10,500 

2013/63 Ford Fiesta 1.6 TDCi ECOnetic DPF Zetec S 3dr, Red 28,000, Diesel.£8,000 

2013/13 Mercedes-Benz C Class 2.1 C220 CDI BlueEFFICIENCY AMG Sport Sport Coupe 7G-Tronic Plus 

2dr, White 26,000, Diesel . £15,500 

2013/63 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX SRi Sport Tourer 5dr, (start/stop), Red, 75,468, Diesel.£9,000 

2013/13 Mercedes-Benz A Class 1.6 A200 AMG Sport 5dr, Red, 29,643, Petrol. £15,250 

2015/15 Jaguar XF 2.2 TD R-Sport Black Sportbrake 5dr, (start/stop), White, 23,285, Diesel. £25,000 

2014/14 Jaguar XF 3.0 TD V6 Portfolio 4dr, (start/stop), Red, 40,661, Diesel.£23,000 

2011/11 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 i 16v SRi 3dr, (a/c), White, 78,380, Petrol.£4,250 

2016/16 Audi A51.8 TFSI S Line 2dr, (start/stop), Grey, 6,257, Petrol. £22,000 

2013/63 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 i 16v SXi 3dr, White, 16,981, Petrol.£5,500 

2014/64 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 i 16v VXR 3dr, White, 16,038, Petrol. £16,000 

2014/14 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5dr, White, 31,711, Diesel.£8,500 

2013/13 Mercedes-Benz C Class 3.0 C350 CDI AMG Sport 7G-Tronic Plus 5dr, Red, 43,224, Diesel.£17,000 

2013/62 Volkswagen Passat 2.0 TDI BlueMotion Tech Sport 5dr, White, 124,181, Diesel.£7,750+vat 

2013/62 Volkswagen Touran 2.0 TDI BlueMotion Tech Sport Sport MPV 5dr (7 Seats), Silver, 57,517, Diesel . £13,000+vat 

2011/61 Suzuki Jimny 1.3 SZ4 3dr, Grey, 87,250, Petrol.£6,500 

2015/15 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Titanium Station Wagon (AWD) 5dr, Grey, 7,831, Diesel.£16,500 

2012/61 Toyota Urbancruiser 1.4 D-4D AWD 5dr, (Euro 5), Blue, 75,543, Diesel.£5,750 

2012/12 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi N-TEC 2WD 5dr, White, 37,857, Diesel. £9,500 

2015/15 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 i ecoFLEX Excite 3dr, (a/c), Green, 33,088, Petrol.£6,500 

2014/64 Honda Civic 1.6 i-DTEC SR Hatchback 5dr, Grey, 29,912, Diesel.£12,000 

2011/11 Volkswagen CC 2.0 TDI BlueMotion Tech GT 4dr, Black, 99,391, Diesel.£8,500 

2014/64 Volkswagen up! 1.0 Move Up Hatchback ASG 5dr, Silver, 26,673, Petrol .£7,000 

2011/11 Mercedes-Benz CLS 3.0 CLS350d CDI BlueEFFICIENCY 7G-Tronic Plus 4dr, Black, 65,918, Diesel.. £15,250 

2006/56 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate 5dr, Silver, 94,500, Petrol.£2,250 

2014/14 Mitsubishi Shogun 3.2 DI-DC SG3 5dr, (LWB), Silver, 9,270, Diesel. £23,000 

2016/16 Vauxhall Corsa 1.6 i 16v Turbo VXR Hatchback 3dr, White, 7,163, Petrol.£12,500 

2016/16 Fiat 5001.2 Lounge 3dr, (start/stop), Grey, 4,552, Petrol.£8,250 

2015/65 SEAT Ibiza 1.416v Toca 5dr, White, 8,729, Petrol. £7,250 

2014/14 Audi A1 1.4 TFSI Sport 3dr, Black, 12,013, Petrol . £10,750 

2015/15 Mercedes-Benz A Class 1.5 A180 CDI SE 7G-DCT 5dr, Blue, 15,536, Diesel. £14,750 

1974 Rolls-Royce Corniche 6.8 2dr, Blue, 66,550, Petrol.£26,500 

All cars come with minimum 6 months warranty or balance of manufacturers warranty 


Quality Used Cars with a 
Professional Service 

benhamselectcars.co.uk 


Tips to stay safe 


on rural roads 


b 



Rural roads may be scenic, but restricted visibility can create safety problems 


Road safety organisation GEM Motoring 
Assist is urging drivers, riders, cyclists and 
pedestrians to take extra care on rural roads. 
This is because nearly six out of every 10 
fatalities in the UK occur on them. 

In 2015 (the most recent statistics), 10,307 
people were killed or seriously injured in 
collisions on rural roads in Great Britain, 
according to the Department for Transport. 

GEM road safety officer Neil Worth said: “On 
average, three people die every day on rural 
roads. What’s more the rural road death toll 
is 10 times higher than on motorways. This is 
worrying but not surprising, given the variation 
in road types, terrain and visibility, and the 
variety of different road users sharing the same 
space. 

“Crashes occur frequently because motorists 
meet ‘unexpected’ hazards such as sharp 
bends, animals or oncoming traffic. If they’re 
already driving at an inappropriate speed, then 
they simply won’t have the time and space they 
need to stop safely. 

“In these circumstances, a serious collision 
would b inevitable. The key message is to slow 
down. 

“Vast stretches of the rural road network are 
subject to the national speed limit, which for 
cars and motorbikes is 60mph. But that’s not a 
target, and it’s often reckless to drive on a rural 
road at anywhere near that speed.” 

GEM has complied a five-point guide for 
safety on rural roads: 

1. Slow down. Always drive at a speed that 
allows you to stop on your side of the road 
within the distance you can see to be clear 
ahead. 

2. Take nothing for granted. However familiar 


you may be with a stretch of rural road, always 
expect the unexpected as you negotiate a bend 
or hill brow. Be ready to slow right down, or 
stop if you have to. 

3. Look out for animals, and give them plenty 
of space. Be ready to pull over and switch off 
your engine, to prevent alarming a nervous 
horse or farm animal. 

4. If overtaking, leave nothing to chance. 


Don’t start your manoeuvre until you know 
exactly how you will end it. 

5. Take in and use the information that’s there 
for you. Signs and road paint indicate hazards 
ahead. Mud on the road might mean slow- 
moving tractors. Horse manure, especially if it’s 
fresh, suggests horses ahead. 

There is a page on GEM’s website (www. 
motoringassist.com) on rural road safety. 
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Accountancy 


Carpentry 


Driveways 


Gardening 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services for 
the self employed, rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 


digitalfVl 


• Free estimate and 
call out 

»Digital aerial & 
satellite installations 

• HDMI distribution 

• WiFi & internet points 

• Internet smart TV points 

• TV wall installations & bespoke cabling 

• Home cinema & audio systems flttSat 

Call Lee Forrester for further information 

Tel: 01543 578230 
Mob: 07866 674839 

www.aerialav.co.uk Email: Lee@aerialav.co.uk 

READ OUR REVIEWS ON BEST OF CANNOCK 


OAP 
DISCOUNTS 
FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

407^ -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

digital @ sky 

A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 



HUNTER BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Sols‘Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 I 0121 556 7203 




CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 07810 122133 



Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


The Accountancy and Tax Service for Small Business I 


YOUR LOCAL WALSALL 
BASED ACCOUNTANT 

ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

16 LEIGHSWOOD ROAD. ALDRIDGE 
FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 

CALL: 

bak$hahayer(s1axassist.ccuik www.taxassistco.uk/walsall 


N 

6, 


NEED EXTRA SPACE?. 
6ARA6E CONVERSION! 

ALSO LOFT LADDER 
SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

• Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 

• Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 


J. P. Techniclean 

Thorough Carpet, Upholstery, 
Curtain & Leather cleaning 
family run business 

Call John 0800 511 8454 
07932 766 162 

Est1994 


Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO”S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

FASCIAS, GUTTERS AND CONSERVATORY ROOFS CLEANED 

10 YR GUARANTEE 
01543 504900 B4 HRS Est 30 
IS) 07748 108035 

1 a WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU yCCll b 


Driveways 



• Weed Free, Paving 

• Written Guarantees 

• Free Quote and Survey 

• On-line Gallery 


BEWARE 

OF 

IMITATIONS 

• A nti-Slip 

• Extensive choice of 
Patterns & Colours 

• See our Display at our Premises 


www.cretepnntpavmg.co.uk 
ciretepirintpaving@btconnect.com 
Tel: 01S43 5-71111 or 0200 3212 2.43 



HardScape 

DRIVEWAYS a ROOFING 

BLOCK PAVING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 


Block Paved Driveways 
Tarmac Driveways 


Landscaping 

Roofing 


tel: 01543 887989 

mob: 07477 584352 

www.hardscapedriveways.co.uk |fcj 



WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: wesccoc.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


MSO electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ^ m 

local service call: ■ 

■up 


Lawn/Grass 

Cutting 

Services 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 
Evenings 
(01543) 262395 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


t vMH.wpsAue.ett ia iquoi d 


m) TVw Art 

NllHtokui Wx 


Fii I ImtftikiMwd > kuiUly 

Fm p fix nn ■PfcQifoj rrmtMfi pur— tiiw eefutcal 

01543 S77887 >07796 266323 


Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Trimming 
* Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 

24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 




Fencing 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES * 

MEMBERS of GUILD OF MASTERCRAFTSMEN 

PANEL 

6’x2’ 

6’x3 

6’x4’ 

6’x5’ 

6’x6’ 

Featheredge Heavy Dul 

y £17 

£19 

£21 

£23 

£25 

Featheredge Tanalised 

£19 

£21 

£24 

£26 

£28 

Overlap 8 Bar 

£12.56 

£13.56 

£14.56 

£15.56 

£17 

Overlap 10 Bar 

£13.56 

£14.56 

£16 

£17 

£18.56 

CONCRETE POSTS • GRAVEL BOARDS • TIMBER POSTS • RAILS 
TRELLIS • PICKET • GATES • BALLAST • CEMENT ETC 
* SUPPLY AND ERECT • FREE QUOTES • O.A.P DISCOUNTS * 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 OR 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, 
BURNTWOOD WS7 3XD (OPPOSITE MORRISONS) 



P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types offence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfencing.co.uk 




QHM330 





Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 

I Garden Maintenance 

All Debris Removed 



Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 S2St 
Mob: 07809 431703 
Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


GreenlabPestControlLti 

A Local Established Company 
Wasps Ants 
Fleas Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/Mice 
Free Quotations 
B.P.C.A. Accredited 
CEPA Certified 


COVERING ALL AREAS Oi 


Tel: 01902 475121 
Freephone - 0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 
www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 
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Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



Plumbing & Heating 


N. MAYO 

GAS SERVICES 


All Plumbing 
Gas Work 
undertaken 

Gas Safe registered 


07886 882803 
01922 448311 


Pauls Home Services LTD 

Condensing Boilers 
Radiators • Upgrades 
Gas Work • Full Heating 
Breakdowns 

Bathrooms • Cloakrooms 

• Kitchens • Plumbing 
• Tiling • Showers 

• Electrics • Plastering 

• Decorating • Lighting 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

07790 873567 
01922 417062x s A f e 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE c - 


Roofing 


Q3E3 gF 3 ! 



TILING - FELTING 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs 
EPDM - Rubber Roofing - Fibre Glass 
Roofing uPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Chimney & Pointing Work - Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
AND FULLY INSURED 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

01543 887928 or 
0800 4748583 

www.rightwaysroofline.co.uk 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 


thebestofwalsall 




Slate and Tile Repairs o 20 Year Guarantee 
Flat Roofs? EPDM » o Dry Ridge Systems 
Rubber Roofing o 25 Years Experience 
uPVC Soffits o Re-Roofs 

and Fascias o All genuine 

o Chimney Reducing / . ^ .quotes beaten MM 
o Guttering Repairs o Special rates for 
o All Pointing Work HI senior citizens % 
o Insurance Work 


CALL MARK: 


01922 694548/07790 214856 

www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 


Roofing 



BriOjOKesKaSgn 

ROOFINGISERVICESr T 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


C.J.S. ROOFING 

Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 
RUBBER SYSTEMS 

All work guaranteed - 35 years experience 5 . 






W e fit fascia s offits, guttering and repointing of ridge tiles 


Free Call: 0800 292 7814 

Office: 01922 897334 Direct Line: 07472 518018 Email: info@myrooferitd.co.uk 


Unit 4 Martindale Industrial Estate, Hawkes Green, Cannock WS11 7XN 


ROOFING SAI=E 


• Flat roof specialists • New roofs • UPVC 

• Fascia • Soffits 
• Guttering • Chimney repairs 

• All roof repairs 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE 
NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

Telephone: 01922 2£ 

Mobile: 07403 380136 



,A1 Little Job Man 

Qp (Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

J) Over 35 years experience 

I • Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

| • uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


I 


01922 440004 


2SB 




ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

A Dignity- 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


lost & found 


MISSING 

From Berry Avenue, Darlas- 
ton, missing around 10 days, 
dark tabby female cat name of 
Nutmeg, around 6 years old. 
Small reward. 

0121 568 7475. 







PAST TENTS STANDARD 
ROUND PAVILION 


White with blue pin stripe, 
awning, ground sheet and 
carpets included plus other 
medieval re-enactors equip¬ 
ment, (no weapons), very good 
condition, 


£1,250 ono. 


07817 313640. 


PENNINE FIESTA 


EDDISON AVANTE 524 

2008, 4-berth, excellent condi¬ 
tion, with many extras, motor 
mover, four star porch awning 
and ground sheet to match. 

£7,000. 

0121 531 9138. 


PRE-OWNED CARAVAN with 
decking, includes all 2017 site fees, 
full 2 month season. Payment 
options (T&Cs) available. £17,495. 
Call Paul 07960 944721 for details. 

REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8 , £17,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721. 

TRIGANO AWNING 9813R, Fits 
caravan of 22 ft 2 ins, grey / blue, 
excellent condition, used twice only 
£300. 07598 120556. 

2 BED STATIC CARAVANfor sale 
on Seaside holiday park Borth. Full 
12 month season, great facilities. 
Pet friendly, wi-fi. £11,995. Call 
Paul 07960 944721. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 
TOP PRICES PAID 
Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



DOLPHIN CARAVAN PARK. Brean 
Somerset. Call 01278 751258 
www.dolphincaravanpark.co.uk 


caravan parks 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Keep Able Rally. 

£ 120 . 

Can deliver is possible. 
Two adjustable reclining single 
beds. 

£80 each. 

07928 033088. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



WANTED OLD GENTS 
WRIST WATCHES 

Omega, Rolex etc by private 
collector not dealer. 
Working or broken. 

Telephone 07979 020256. 


FOLDING CAMPER 

2008, includes full awning, 
plus side skirts, one waste 
container, one aqua roll, electric 
hook up lead, Leisure battery, 
cassette toilet (unused), spare 
wheel, good condition and 
clean throughout. 

Ill health forces sale. 

£2,695. o.n.o. 

07570 797045. 


PORCH AWNING 260cm. 1 Full 
porch awning approx 28 feet from 
ground to ground removable sleep¬ 
ing compartment, plus lots more. 
£250 lot. 01543 504028. 





We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


ATLAS PARK lodge caravan, Ltd 
Edition, 2002, blow air heating, DG, 
2 metal sheds and decking. 
£13,500. 07767 132060. 



BAILEY PAGEANT 


CARAVAN 

4 berth, (1997), excellent condi¬ 
tion, L shaped lounge, heating, 
hot water, dining area, gas oven 
and hob, fridge, drinks cabinet, 
TV aerial, motor mover, awning. 
£2,300 ono. 
07922130104. 

CARAVAN FOR SALE, North 
Wales. Must go, fees paid till 2018. 
Mint condition. Call 07590 124226. 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for sale 
on 5* park. Golf, fishing, bar & 
restaurant, pet friendly £24,995 inc. 
2017 site fees www.pearllake.co.uk 
01568 708 326 

self catering 
i holidays 

BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



hair & beauty 


Hair Stylist Chair 
for Rent 

Cutting Edge Hair Salon boasts some 
of the best facilities for its clients. 
We are looking for a new hair stylist 
iwn business looking for a 
Ion to enable them to grow, 
is a professional friendly 
place, where our customers get a 
relaxing and rejuvenating experience. 

Cutting Edge Hair Salon 

01902 734979 

info@cuttingedgehair.online 

www.cuttingedgehair.online 



VINTAGE ANTIQUE / Collectables 
Fair, Coven Memorial Hall WV9 
5DL Sunday 16 April 10-3. Karen 
01384 277373 / 07938 123040. 



*BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 

Only £5 per Car/Van. 

7AM START. Cocksparrow Lane, 
Cannock WS12 4PB 

★ 07890 267 041* 


CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 


book fair 

V_ 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Community 
Centre, DY7 6 ER, Sunday 16th 
April, Est 1979, Waverley. Next 
antique Fair 7th May. Stalls 
available for all. Home made 
refreshments Call 0121 550 4123 




at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 



CHESTERFIELD SUITE 

Green leather, three seater, 
one chair and one winged back 
chair, excellent condition, 

£800 ono. 

07747 311729. 


FURNITURE FOR SALE 


Kingsize bed, with drawers, 
headboard and side tables. 
Parker Knoll 3-piece suite with 2 
recliners. Dining suite in dark 
wood with 4 chairs and 2 
carvers. Welsh Dresser in dark 
wood. Two corner cabinets. 
Large screen TV. All items in 
good condition. 

Offers. 


Telephone 07714 295608. 

THREE-PIECE CANE conservatory 
furniture, good condition, £50 ono. 
Telephone 01785 662710. 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£16 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 


Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


rG l BISBEBS l 
Si FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 
A BEAUTIFUL 
LUSH GREEN 
LAWN TURF 

CUT FRESH IN EASY TO 
LAY ROLLS £ 1.75 PER ROLL 
Prompt deliveries daily 
TRENT VALLEY TURF 

01902 738217 

AT SHEDRITE Potting sheds, log 
cabins, summerhouses etc. Willen- 
hall Rd WV1 2HA 01902 450137. 


QUALCAST LAWNMOWER boxes 
wanted for Classic 35S and Punch 
EP30S. 01922 492321. 


SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 



A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid for any amount of Gold 
Jewellery, Costume Jewellery ect. 

Watches, Coins, Medals, 

All memorabilia, Porcelain etc. 

^ Highly Recommended! ^ 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 
READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 
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ClassifiedAds 41 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 




Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


B Wigi 

Wrerials | 

WMTE & CCTtV 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


©53033 &S7023© 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 



building services] 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


LFENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster- 
; — brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
286187. 


ing, brie! 
07790 2 


ies^ 


building supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 




carpentry & ^ 

joinery| 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet fitters 


i suppl 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


cleaning 


SURE CLEAN 
SOLUTIONS 


Domestic & 
Commercial Cleaners 

For all general cleaning of: 
Factories, Offices, Houses, Shops, Retail 
Parks, Front of shop cleaning. 

We supply the cleaning products 
and equipment. 

Fully insured & staff erb checked. 


01922 334045 (Jj 


electrical 

services 


ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

MEI ELECTRIC.CO.UK H ome 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


fencing 


42L PORT wny 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 5 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm ^.1 JlfTiJ 
Sat 8am -12noon ■ 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury I 1W 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 

i-V"-> 

t - r 


“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening services 


J&B Tree Care, Landcape 
& Jetwashing Services 


» Trees, shrubs and hedges planted. 

» Fencing supplied and erected 
» Turf supplied and laid 
» Stumps treated or removed 
» Hedges and shrubs tidied 
» All pesticide and fungicide 
work undertaken. 

» Jetwashing of your driveways, 
walls and brickwork, paths and patios. 




FULLY INSURED and safety conscious! 
For a free fixed quote call:^^ 


01922 449268 or 07786 166856 

Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services I 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 

iG STBRrii Rfrci 

Garden Services 


• Complete Landscape Service 

1 Patios • Fencing & sheds • Artificial Grass 

• Block Paving & Gravel Drives 

• FREE Estimates 
• All Work Guaranteed 

01922 496861 
07817 398107 

www.garden-rite.co.uk 


gas fitting 


GAS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


guttering 


A) 


PROPERTY 
SOLUTIONS 

A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 


handyman j 
v services I 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 
work, plumbing, decking, supply & 
fit kitchens and bathrooms. Call: 
07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 


house clearances 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


nflKVtYoMUUbbULbAHANObb 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


painters / 
v decorators 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


TflDjmUMEM ' 

& DECORATORS 

Over 35 years experience! 
Discounts offered for OAP’S 
Free Quotes m A. 

07786 827074 ■ V 

\ 

plans prepared 

V 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

\ 

plastering 

v 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 

D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

"V 

plumbers 

V 

LAURIE KENNEDY domestic 
plumbing, no job too small, Insured. 
No call out fee: 07901 345884. 

plumbing & ^ 

V heating 

TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 

24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

\ 

removals 

V 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 

LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

A DJ REMOVAL house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 
A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 86222 a 

\ 

roofing 

V 


CUFF niCHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 
Rubber Rooting 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220 -729 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 



A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


COLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


CHOOSE 
CLASSIFIED 



“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


upholstery 


ABANDON NOT! 


ESTABLISHED OVER lOO YEARS 

E MARSH 
Showroom, Elm House 
Pountney St. W’ton. WV2 4HX 
01902 712484/424296 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 


Free 


ITS FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 
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Motoring 





CITROEN C31.2 


04, 

silver, 

5dr, 

MoT’d, 

history, 

well looked after car. 

£495. 

07791 113080. 

CITROEN C3, 2004, 42,000 miles, 
silver, 11 months MoT, 1 owner, 
recent cambelt service, dealer 
history, £995 ono. 01785 296633. 



57 regn, silver, FSH, 12 
months MoT. 52,000mls. 
Excellent condition, one 
owner. 

£995.00 
07826 460800. 



04 Reg., blue, 1800cc, petrol, 
low mileage 88,000 miles, two 
owners, immaculate, alloy 
wheels, spoiler, full MoT to 
February 2018. 

£750 o.n.o. 


01785 713937. 


DIESEL 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
DESIGN CDi 1.2 DIESEL 


3 door, 2004 reg, silver, 2 
owners, with service history, 
MoT, excellent condition. 


Only £895. 


Telephone 07963 464780. 

Hi 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



FIAT PUNTO 1.4 


2007, Active Sport, blue, 5dr, 
49,000mls, S/H. 1 Lady owner, 
MoT Dec 17. 

2,200 ono. 

07881 827902. 


i 


KIA SPORTAGE 


54 plate, blue, 48,000 miles, 
new cam belt and tyres, 12 
months MoT, half leather 
interior, very good condition. 
Genuine reason for sale, 
£2,400. 

0121 530 3219. 



LANDROVER DISCOVERY 
TD5 GS 


Silver, 7 seats, 52 Reg., good 
condition for age, 122,000 
miles, MoT, tow bar. 

£2,400 o.n.o. 

07984 207513. 


MAZDA MX-5 2006, 42,300 Miles, 
Red, electric windows, fsh, MoT, 




2.5 TD, 99,000 miles, 
tow bar and double electrics, 
full MoT, leather interior, 
lady owner, 
well looked after. 


£3,500. 

07905 046744. 


S H O'iV : < :j jr/ 

CONDITION 


PEUGEOT 3008 CROSSWAY 
1.6L 

White, October 14, Ltd Edition. 
High spec, 5dr hatchback, 
10,000 miles only, 
mint condition. 

£11,950 ono. 

0121 358 6350. 

07774 681486. 



VW POLO 


1.4, Match, diesel, 5-door, 
2009, £30 tax, one lady owner 
from new, 72,000 miles, 12 
months MoT, no advisories, 8 
stamp FSH, last serviced at 
71,585 miles, AC, alloys, EW at 
front, alarmed, PAS, radio/CD, 
2 keys, immaculate condition, 
must be seen. 

£3,595. 

07960 995748. 



BARGAIN VANS small - large £995- 
£5995 inc vat 12mth MoT & service 
01902 451877 / 07944 640999 


TRANSIT LWB 

2001, MoT November, 2017, 
tidy, regularly serviced, good 
runner, 

£850 ono.. 

07910 967487. 



NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 



mobile | 
v mechanics I 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 



W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 

TIPPMAN CRONUS 
TACTICAL PAINT BALL 
GUN 

Only used twice, still in box, 
cost £170, 

accept £125. 

Can deliver, as new. 

Box Number C20758, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and mi crochipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


PATTERDALE TERRIER puppies 
for sale, 8 weeks old, ready to go, 
reds, browns and blacks. 

07736 541150. 



WHEELS FOR 
DISABLED DOG 

£50. 

For collection in Stafford. 

01785 661851. 


6 

Property 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



Wide variety Von hu t ,. 
m/ans: 

. ■ Small ljppSrs 

I Large" Flats 

■Tiltons ^ Dropsides 


13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 
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01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 

WE PAY 1 

of purchase price 

For Your Hous 

oo% 

[every TIMES 1 

;e CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house. 

• NO AO ENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


oxo 


30 

yrs 
tryhomes.co.uk * 




l_: 


K 


WE BUY ANY HOUSE 




I pay 100% of purchase price 


Call now for the best price on your house 


I' Free°phone 0800 783 2822 


1? 


Free phone 
i or landline 


01384 226086 






STOP f 

WE PAY MORE} 

01902 628 047 


Home Cash Buyer 


Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



WE OFFER £ 20,000 CASH ADVANCE 

<2f NO Fees & FREE Solicitors ®f We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 
make a fresh start C0IV 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
01922 311 030 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


Terms and 
Conditions apply 


* I 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Mii fc.. 

For great business results call 

01902 319191 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified ids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



For great business results call 

01902 319191 


JS PROPERTIES 

Properties & Land 
brought for cash 

• Properties for refurbishment 

• Properties suitable for auction 

• Free valuation and legals 
Houses, Flats and Commercial 

• Any circumstance considered 

• Completion date to suit 

Any property Any area 

Call Mr J Moore 
07870 120363 


CHOOSE 
CLASSIFIED 


“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

Classified d$ 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


WE BUY HOUSES 

CALL TONY OR MANDY 

ON 

07792 196806 




J9 

Ac c <jrn«n<i<l*t Ion 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 


*Includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


CVOSJESOSOSO 

J9accommodation.com 


JSp WE LOVE 09 
TENANTS P 

We currently have Rooms / Bedsits / Studios 
and 1 Bed Flats available in: 

• Wolverhampton - city centre • West Bromwich 

• Willenhall - town centre • Darlaston 

ALL INCLUSIVE RENTS AVAILABLE. 

DSS 35+ welcome. Deposits from £150 
Call 07791 476943 to book your viewing TODAY! 
Referral fees also offered if you refer a friend! 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

WILLENHALL 3-bed semi, quiet cul- 
de-sac location, nearby schools, 
suit Family. Ref reqd. £575pcm. 
07957 778757. 07564 826094. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


Jobs 


WAVE SOLDER & 
ASSEMBLY OPERATIVES 
REQUIRED 

Assembly Operatives - must 
have at least 12 months 
experience of working in an 
electronics assembly 
environment. Hand soldering 
experience preferable 
Wave Solder Operatives - 
must have 12 months 
experience of wave solder 
operating including hand 
soldering of througn-hole 
parts. 

You will be expected to control 
and maintain wave-solder 
machinery in line with 
processing specifications. 
Experience of training staff to 
perform assembling and 
soldering tasks preferable. 

To apply please send a copy 
of your up to date C.V. to Lee 
Beaumont, 

lee.beaumont@one-lux.com 
Manufacturing Manager, 
One-LUX Limited, 

3 Merchants Park, 
Merchants Way, Aldridge 
West Midlands WS9 8SW 


EXPERIENCED SENIOR ADMIN / 

PA required for Walsall Solicitors 
firm. Duties: maintaining all finan¬ 
cial, staff/other records, internal 
bookkeeping, budget control, diary 
management, controlling office 
supplies, office management, must 
take initiative and be organised, 
upto £10 p.h. & 24hrs pwk. Apply 
CV to shiva.misra@btconnect.com 


full time - general 


, B ONNER STUD S 

I I i I * 

Manufacturing Operator/Setter 

of single spindle bar and other factory machinery. 

Experience desirable, however training will be given. You must be hardworking and 
focused during monotonous, high volume operating and willing to work on any task. 
We are looking for conscientious employees that will help us deliver a high standard 
of quality products. Work can be incredibly repetitive and if you lose motivation 
easily or are unable to concentrate on helping to get the work out of the door, 
this is not the job for you. An eye for quality and willingness to help on any 
section is important. 

We are a forward-thinking company, whose ideals are fairness, 
hard work and professionalism. 

Temporary, leading to permanent for right candidate. 

E-mail CV/letter with salary expectations. 
bonnerstuds@yahoo.com 

No agencies 


Local 

Information 


EDNA HIGHFIELD 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate of 
the aforementioned deceased, late of 2 Heygate 
Way Aldridge Walsall West Midlands WS9 8SD, who 
died on 13/11/2016, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 16/06/2017, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 

ENOCH EVANS LLP 

St Paul's Chambers 6-9 Hatherton Road 

Walsall WS1 1XS 

(Reference: JEC/039351/0003) T498941 


Walsall Council, Planning, Engineering and 
Transportation 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2015 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications 
can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online www. 
walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made online, email: 
planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning 
and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. 
Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this notice. 
Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the planning 
file which is a public document and will be available for inspection at the 
Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

16/1515 WHG FOR: 426 NEW DWELLINGS WITH ASSOCIATED 
LANDSCAPING AND PARKING - 312 FOR PRIVATE SALE, 74 AFFORDABLE 
RENT AND 40 WELLBEING UNITS. (SITE AFFECTING PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
WAL 26 & 28). AT: SITE B GOSCOTE LANE (GOSCOTE LODGE CRESCENT), 
WALSALL 

* 17/0322 MR STEVE NAR FOR: OUTBUILDING FOR HYDRO-POOL & GYM 
AT: 6, THREE CROWNS CLOSE, WALSALL, WS5 3AL 
The application marked * does not accord with the provisions of the 
development plan for the area. 


MARGARET ROWENA 
WATERS (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 64 Hillary Street Walsall West Midlands 
WS2 9BS, who died on 21/12/2016, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing 
to the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
23/06/2017, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
HAWORTH BROTHERTON 
6 Crescent East Thornton Cleveleys 
Lancashire FY5 3LX T499001 


LEGAL/ 

PUBLIC 

NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number tor 
confirmation of receipt) 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

. Register your CV toddy, visit 



WE CAN HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT J09! 


•cv iPtao 

■ xe alerts 

»CV NATCHIMB 
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Personals 



ASIAN MALE 47 

Good looking, professional, 
own house, good job, looking 
for a attractive medium / curvy 
female for long term friendship / 
relationship. 

Box Number P20756 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


★ ★★ 
RECENTLY WIDOWED 
GENTLEMAN, 71 

is looking for a nice lady with a 
hope of forming a long term 
relationship, to enjoy the 
benefits of life and travel. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 

Box Number P20755, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 









































































































Elaine Mills coaching youngster 


Abbey Hargreaves shows off her medals 


Success - girls line up with their medals 



Some of the members with coaches in the middle Sara Zollino, Lucia Zollino and Elaine Mills 



Coaching session with Sara Zollino 


Bloxwich hit form 
to floor their rivals 


BLOXWICH Gymnastics Club are jumping 
for joy following a golden display in the West 
Midlands Gymnastic Association’s George 
Finney Championships. 

The club returned home from Fenton Manor in 
Stoke, where over 1,000 youngsters competed, with a 
hat-trick of gold medals and a silver after a brilliant 
series of displays on the vault and floor exercises. 

A total of 26 Bloxwich members competed in the Potteries 
with Abbey Hargreaves striking gold in the under-13 indi¬ 
vidual event while the club’s under-13 and under-11 begin¬ 
ners also stood on top of the podium. Freya Jackson rounded 
off a brilliant day by picking up a silver in the under-11 
category. 

Coach Elaine Mills, who runs the club with the help of her 
daughter, Sara, and grandaughter, Lucia, was full of praise 
for the youngsters but had to admit the success came as 
something of a shock. 

“It was quite a shock actually,” said Mills, who has been 
coaching for over 30 years. “We were hoping to win a couple 
but didn’t expect them to be gold. 

Specific 

“The kids work really hard, and my daughter and grand¬ 
daughter have trained them hard in their specific moves. 
The did present themselves really well on the day and 
worked really hard. 

“We were there from 7.30 in the morning to 8.30 at night. 
It was a very long day and instead of them doing one age 
group at a time they mixed the age groups around. 

“So you had to wait for the organisers to announce who 
was in the running to finish in the first three. But they 
didn’t give you the order. So we knew we were in the run¬ 
ning but when they announced the golds at the end it was 
a pleasant shock.” 

The medal haul added to the feelgood factor at the club, 
where membership is rising with demand leading to an in¬ 
crease in classes. 

Mills is keen to stress that enjoyment is the main objec¬ 
tive at the family-run club. 

“I have been coaching nearly 40 years and I am helped 
by my daughter and grandaughter,” said Mills, who also 
carried the Olympic torch during the build up to the 2012 
Games in London. 

“We are a recreational club, which means anyone can 
come along and have a go. They don’t have to pass any sort 
of qualifying agenda. The main thing is enjoyment. 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“M/e are a recreational club, 
which means anyone can 
come along and have a go. 
The main thing is enjoyment” 


“For the West Midlands Championships any child who 
wanted to enter could. We didn’t choose or select. Then we 
put the ones that wanted to enter into teams in terms of 
their ability and we happened to have some good teams. 
They all worked really well.” 

The club has found some much-needed stability after a 
series of name changes and moves and are based at the Rye- 
croft Community Hub in Walsall. 

“Orginally we were Cannock Gym Club, then we were 
Moat Hall and now we are Bloxwich Gym Club, which has 
been in existence probably four years,” continued Mills. 
“This particular success is the first one we have had as Blox¬ 
wich. We did used to win a few things years and years ago. 

“We have had a lot of disturbance with trying to get 
places that would store our equipment. 

“We had to go from one place to the other and then we 
went to Bloxwich Leisure Centre and that was pulled down, 
so we had to find another place which was Ryecroft. A lot 
of schools are not community schools so they don’t want to 
open at night or store your equipment.” 

And with a waiting list, Mills and Co will be introducing 
extra sessions. 

“The classes are on Wednesdays at the moment but that 
will be expanding to Tuesdays as well after Easter because 
we have got a waiting list,” added Mills. 

“We cater for children from five up to 18. 

“The club is thriving, the membership has increased year 
on year. 

“It’s mainly been through word of mouth but hopefully 
out recent success will encourage more youngsters to join. 

Anyone wishing to join the club should call Elaine Mills 
on 07971 378425. 


Success on track 
tinged with tragedy 

THE opening British Superbike weekend was packed full of tremendous 
highs for Staffordshire and Black Country riders - but will ultimately be 
remembered for tragedy. 

A multiple motorcycle accident during the opening Ducati TriOptions 
Cup race at Donington Park ended with Mick Whalley, of Sheppey, Kent, 
suffering serious injuries, from which he eventually died. Leicestershire 
Police and the Motorcycle Circuit Racing Control Board are investigating. 

On the track, Brierley Hill-born Michael Rutter, aged 44, got his BSB sea¬ 
son under way with two third-placed finishes in Superstock lOOOcc Cham¬ 
pionship, racing fourth in another. 

Hednesford twins Kurt and Matt Wigley enjoyed their ‘usual up and 
down weekend’ as numerous mechanical issues were mixed in with some 
positive lap times. The 20-year-olds are battling on two fronts this year, 
with Kurt in the Supersport and Matt in the Superstock 1000 series. 

Josh Hiatt, 13, from Heath Hayes, banished his debut BSB nerves to 
come away with very positive 12th, 10th and 15th place results in the KTM 
British Junior Cup. 

The BSB series now move to Brands Hatch, Kent, this weekend. 


Triathletes face an 
uphill task in sprint 

BLACK Country Triathletes faced an uphill battle in the Sandwell Hill 
Horror Sprint aquathlon at Hayden Hill. The killer hill course comprised 
400m pool swim followed by a four-lap course of the park. 

Ollie Mason was first home for the club in 28:34, finishing sixth overall. 
Zoe Brickley was the first female home. Several junior athletes took on the 
hilly course, Zach Taylor, Noah Sandland, Tom Hipwood and Cian Gopal in 
the TS3 age group. For the girls Sydney Williams and Jenny Price. 

In the TS2 category were Alex Westbury, Abbie Kennard, Isabell Mason 
Rosie Briscoe and Leah Gopal, while at TS1 was Scarlett Williams. 

New BCT member John Tibbetts celebrated his 50th birthday with his 
first open water triathlon in Hawkes Bay, New Zealand. Despite a longer 
swim due to disorientation in open water, John made up time on the bike 
and run and finished in 1:25:28 and 32nd overall. 

In the British Schools Biathlon Championships at Crystal Palace, which 
involves swimming and running with a rest in between each discipline, Zoe 
Brickley came seventh out of 27 in the u-16s, Holly Briscoe 49th out of 83 
in the u-13s, Abbie Kennard 44th of 147 in the u-12s and Rosie Briscoe 56th 
of 162 in the u-lls. 


Neal spins out in 
seasonal opener 

STOURBRIDGE’S Matt Neal is 11th in the British Touring Cars Champi¬ 
onship standings following the season opener at Brands Hatch. 

Halfords Yuasa Racing driver Neal span out in the first of three races 
after colliding with Colin Turkington’s BMW. He then finished 11th in the 
second race and fourth in the last. 

Neal’s good friend and team-mate ‘Flash’ Gordon Shedden - who claimed 
a third BTCC crown at the end of the 2016 campaign - tops the standings. 

Tom Ingram, who won the opening race, is second and Andrew Jordan - 
who won the last one - is in third. 

On spinning out in the first race, Neal said: “It’s probably the shortest 
race I have ever done. I got a bit of wheel spin off the start - the start wasn’t 
bad - and Colin seemed to get a blinding start from behind me. 

“We then went for a gap which was ever decreasing. 

“Whether he tried to punch his way through a hole or not, I don’t know 
- but it didn’t work.” 

Three-time BTCC champion Neal will hope to fare better and jump up 
the standings at Donnington Park on Saturday and Sunday. 
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Priceless win 
for Wood in 
survival bid 

Walsall Wood 1 Long Eaton United 0 

THIS was a priceless win for Wood, Josh 
Mansell’s goal enough to give them all 
three points and drag the visitors back 
into the relegation dogfight. 

The win took Wood to 17th place but 
still only three points above third bottom 
AFC Wulfrunians. 

A tentative opening with neither side 
wanting to make a mistake until on 
seven minutes a Louis Harris free kick 
wide left found Josh Mansell, his first 
time shot deflected wide of the right 
hand post. 

The flag kick was only half cleared to 
Mansell who fired a low drive through 
a packed penalty area, keeper James 
Mitchison at full stretch to push the ball 
away. 

On 24 minutes Graham powered in¬ 
side from wide left, his powerful low 
drive deflected over the bar by a brave 
challenge from Rikki Bains. 

The goal came on 30 minutes, Spray 
in the centre circle played the ball wide 
right to find Liam Molesworth, he ran at 
the defence before crossing beyond the 
far post to find Butlin, who cut back in¬ 
side only to see his shot blocked, Mansell 
was first to the loose ball to fire home 
through a crowded penalty area. 

On 56 minutes Butlin found Aiton 
wide left, he cut inside and sent a low 
drive just wide of the near post. Two 
minutes later a lovely ball wide left by 
Craig Deakin found Spray, he cut inside 
and hit a pinpoint crossfield ball to find 
Butlin, his first time shot deflected just 
wide. 

From the goal kick the ball was col¬ 
lected in the centre by Alderson who ran 
on and fired a 25-yard drive that swung 
away from the right hand post. Wood 
closed the game down at this point giv¬ 
ing the visitors no time or space on the 
ball before a minute from the end of nor¬ 
mal time they laid siege to the visitors’ 
box, with countless shots charged down. 

Pics pay for their 
missed chances in 
first 45 minutes 

Grantham 2 Rushall 1 

RUSHALL Olympic were made to pay 
for missed chances at Evo-Stik Premier 
play-off hopefuls Grantham Town. 

It was a bright start by The Pics as 
firstly George Bowerman lifted the ball 
over the advancing keeper early on only 
to see his effort cleared from in front of 
goal, before a strike from Danico John¬ 
son was blocked. 

The half ended as it had started, with 
a great chance for Bowerman which was 
saved at close range by Preston. 

The home side took the lead on 57 
minutes when Rushall lost the ball as 
they tried to bring it out of defence and 
Shaw was able to take advantage as he 
slotted home. 

They managed to double their advan¬ 
tage with 20 minutes to go when a cross 
from the left was cleared into the path of 
skipper Stefan Galinski who fired home. 

In the closing stages, The Pics man¬ 
aged to pull a goal back when an inviting 
cross from Stan Mugisha was headed 
home by Brian Smikle. 


Students belt up to make the grade 



Nick Thomas, Mark Wylkes, Tom Coates, Kyle Wylkes 


MARTIAL arts students in Cheslyn Hay made 
the grade. Three members of Black Star Ai¬ 
kido, have achieved their yellow belts, includ¬ 
ing 13-year-old Tom Coates, at the club’s first 
grading of the year. 

The others were Mark Wylkes, 46, and 
Kyle Wylkes, 24. A fourth club member, Nick 
Thomas, 43, passed his purple belt. 

Chief Instructor Shihan Tony Brown 6th 
Dan said: “It is great to have the new yellow 
colours on the mat and see our students de¬ 
velop and also to see Nick Thomas reach his 
purple belt.” 

The new yellow belts have trained twice a 


week for the last three months at Cheslyn Hay 
village hall, Pinfold Lane, with some weekend 
seminars. Black Star Aikido has run from the 
village hall for seven years and is growing in 
numbers. 

Its reputation has reached out with its in¬ 
structors invited to teach in Europe and Scot¬ 
land. 

In October it hosts the International Budo 
Kamp Seminar, with guest instructors from 
Sweden in Ju-Jitsu and top masters from 
Kempo and Tai Chi. 

Training is on Mondays and Fridays from 
7.30pm. Email info@blackstaraikido.com 


MAKRIS GETS 
OFF THE MARK 


ANDREAS Makris admitted it 
felt like a weight had been lift¬ 
ed from his shoulders after fi¬ 
nally netting his first goal for 
Walsall. 

The striker has taken his time to 
adapt to English football since joining 
the Saddlers for a club record fee from 
Cypriot outfit Anorthosis Famagusta. 

But the 21-year-old opened his account for the 
club in style on Saturday when he netted a stun¬ 
ning volley in the 1-1 draw with Oxford. Chris 
Maguire later levelled. 

And the Cypriot international is determined 
that strike will be the first of many for Jon Whit¬ 
ney’s side. 

“I’ve felt a lot of pressure and I’ve been 
through some bad days,” Makris said. “I needed 
time to settle here but now I am ready. I am set¬ 
tled. I want to kick on and score lots more goals. 

“It was a great feeling to get that goal. I needed 
it. It is a big boost for my confidence and now I 
will do my best to score more goals for the club.” 

Important 

Makris’s strike produced a rapturous roar from 
the Banks’s crowd with the striker then mobbed 
by every one of his team-mates. “I want to thank 
all my team-mates, the staff and the coaches,” 
the forward continued. “They have been waiting 
for me to score and that is really important for 
me. 

“I have friends here. We are a family and we 
try and make the best of our abilities and be the 
best team we can be. I could feel the fans were 
willing me to score. They supported me when I 
wasn’t doing so well. Now I have scored I want 
to say thank you to them.” 

Makris believes not having a full pre-season 
impacted his first few months with the club. “It 
was hard to settle,” he added. 

“I came here five days before the start of the 
season and I was not ready. 

“The season in Cyprus starts a month later. I 
was not ready and in the first few games I was 
not myself. I could feel that. 

“Now I am all right and I am working hard for 
next season and for the remaining five games of 
this season because we want to finish it well.” 


Saint Are fairytale ‘not over yet’ 



Saint Are, No28, easily clears a fence on his way to third place 


SAINT ARE owner David Fox is al¬ 
ready targeting another crack at the 
Grand National crown next year after 
expressing his delight at a second top three 
finish. 

Fox, who lives near Rugeley and runs Ches¬ 
lyn Hay-based PP Control & Automation, 
was joined by his euphoric family to cheer the 
11-year-old - ridden by David Russell - to a 
third-place finish behind winner One For Ar¬ 
thur and Cause of Causes. 

Saint Are claimed second in 2015’s Aintree 
showpiece, behind Many Clouds, but Fox la¬ 
belled the experience as unbelievable - before 
insisting that the horse’s Grand National 


fairytale is not yet over. “We are absolutely de¬ 
lighted, he ran a blinding race,” said Fox. 

“Davy Russell had never sat on him before 
and I thought he did a fantastic job piloting him 
around. 

“David was so pleased, he couldn’t have done 
much more. We were comfortably quicker than 
others towards the end and another quarter or 
half a mile we’d have won it.” 

Saint Are, who lost 18kg throughout the 
34-furlong race, ran his third National and Fox 
revealed there was no secret, other than the 
horse proving itself more than capable over the 
considerable distance. “He likes the distance, 
it’s as simple as that,” added Fox. 


Close, but 
not quite, 
for visitors 

Rugeley RFC 31 Bloxwich RFC 29 

BLOXWICH travelled to third placed 
Rugeley, but were unable to extend 
their unbeaten run in the League to 14 
matches. First blood went to the home 
side who were able to capitalise on good 
early possession for the first try and con¬ 
version - 7-0. 

This didn’t seem to faze Bloxwich, as 
fly half Stuart Kirk attempted a drop 
goal, which just missed, but pounced on 
by Dean Bottomer for a try. 

Bloxwich were drawn into a penalty 
try for a high tackle and reduced to 14 
for 10 minutes and the score now 14-5 
to Rugeley. 

Despite being a man down Bloxwich 
showed real character when Jack Hunt 
struck back with a try. With the conver¬ 
sion D.Bottomer closed the gap to 14-12. 
Back at full strength Bloxwich went onto 
the front foot and were able to take the 
lead, when D. Bottomer calmly chipped a 
penalty for three points to make it 14-15. 

But Rugeley sneaked in before half 
time to make it 21-15 at the break. 

The start of the second half was tight 
with both teams cancelling one another 
out. Rugeley were awarded a penalty 
just outside the Bloxwich 22 yard line, 
which they took to extend the lead to 
24-15. 

Leon Hodgkiss picked up on a loose 
ball to touchdown for Bloxwhich, mak¬ 
ing it 24-22 and setting up a barnstorm¬ 
ing final 20 minutes. 

With another player in the sin bin for 
Bloxwich, Rugeley used the extra man to 
find the space and extend their lead to 
31-22 with another converted try. Even¬ 
tually a full-strength Bloxwich team 
came through when Adam Bowater went 
crashing through for a try converted by 
D.Bottomer, but a gallant Rugeley held 
on and showed cool heads to see out the 
final minutes to seal a hard-earned vic¬ 
tory. 

villa turn the tables 
in second half rout 

Pelsall Villa 4 Bolehall Swifts 1 

PELSALL Villa came from behind to 
take a 4-1 victory at The Bush on Satur¬ 
day with a superb performance against 
Bolehall Swifts. 

In a close first half, Bolehall took 
the lead with their first attack midway 
through the half but Pelsall came storm¬ 
ing back to equalise through Osiris Rob¬ 
ertson. The hosts came out strong in the 
second period. 

Tom Green came off the bench to give 
the home side a deserved lead. Green got 
his second late in the half before Tan 
Katsukunya capped off a great perfor¬ 
mance with a goal in added time. 
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Call Free from a landline on: 

108081234 020 

or use your minutes on a mobile calling: 

0333 121 2020 

Unit 15, Old Hall Trading Estate, Revival Street, 
Bloxwich, Walsall, West Midlands WS3 3HJ 
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Price when sold 70p 


SPRING SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

ThJA Bank ffoUdau 

Cousins' Spring Sale starts this Bank Holiday weekend, be early to take advantage of extra 
discounts off all sale prices throughout the stores. Plus pay nothing until next year, 

no deposit, interest free. 



£749 


Biba 4 seater sofa (including cushions) 
Normal £1099 Sale £849 


EVERYTHING REDUCED 

LIVING. DINING. BEDROOMS. CARPETS. BEDS. HOMEWARES. 


OUSinS PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR • NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
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SPRING SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


TRIPOD FILM 
FLOOR LAMP 
Normal £429 
Sale £99 


At Cousins you can 
accessorise every 
room in your home. 


REVOLVER LEATHER CHAISE SOFA 
(WITH SWIVEL ACTION) 
Normal £2099 Sale £4599 


METAL SKELETAL 
WALL CLOCK LARGE 
(70.50 x 70.50cm) 
Normal £79 | Sale £64 


KNITTED POUFFE (MED) 
Normal £79 | Sale £69 


LOUIS LEANER FULL 
LENGTH MIRROR 
(69" X 35") 
Normal £349 | Sale £499 


Hii-J in ill 


complete 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL 













Stay connected with Cousins... 



Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/CousinsFurniture 



Follow us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/CousinsOnline 



At ([ousins this Bank Holiday, there's extra discounts 
off all sale prices for the start of the sale only. 


£449 

HEMINGWAY KING SIZE 
FABRIC BEDSTEAD 
Normal £699 
Sale £499 


Visit the Midlands' largest and most inspirational furniture stores with 
huge reductions on every single item, there's never been a better time 





IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY 


to save on furniture, carpets, beds, homewares and much more, 
including all the famous brand names. 

Buy now and pay nothing until next year - 
not even a deposit - interest free. 


£699 


CHELTENHAM BEDROOM 
RECLAIMED PAINTED WOOD 


UNIVERSAL RUG (150 X 230CM) £229 
OVERSIZED SKELETAL WALL CLOCK £89 






OVATION CORNER GROUP 
(INCLUDES CUSHIONS) 
Normal £4399 I Sale £949 
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Choice. 

Quality. 

Value. 

£59 


Whether your taste is 
contemporary, traditional, 
modern or classical. Cousins 
have the answer. 

The Spring Sale brings many 
new and exciting collections all 
at their famous low sale prices. 

The choice is enormous, all 
beautifully displayed in truly 
inspirational room settings. 


FRIENDSHIP BENCH 
Normal £79 | Sale £64 

^ K4T 1(V« 1 



famous 

brand 

names 



NEXT YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE. 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR • NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


SPRING SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

Thu Bank 
BoB/iafy 


CONCERTO KINGSIZE BEDSTEAD 
Normal £4399 | Sale £999 


£949 f SAVE 

£450 


£449 


KENT DOUBLE WARDROBE 
Normal £899 I Sale £599 


imm 













BEDS & 
BEDROOMS 

Cousins bedding and bedroom 
departments are immense - 
more than twice the size of most 
bedding specialists. 

They offer unrivalled choice, quality 
and value, including all the famous 
brand names, there's every style 
and size. 



HARRISON AUSTWICK 6700 
POCKETED SPRING KING SIZE 
4 DRAWER DIVAN 
Normal £4599 | Sale £4499 


REST ASSURED MEMORY 800 
DOUBLE 2 DRAWER DIVAN 
Normal £649 | Sale £499 


SILENTNIGHT MOONSTONE 
MIRACOIL DOUBLE 2 DRAWER DIVAN 
Normal £799 | Sale £599 



FLOORING 


Cousins have extensive flooring departments 
featuring all the leading brands and latest 
designs. Whether you want carpets, rugs, hard, 
natural or wooden flooring their experts are on 
hand to guide you. 


CRUCIAL TRADING 



a true family business 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Bank Holiday Monday 10am - 6pm (Closed Easter Sunday) 
Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 



Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


CELEBRATING 

31 


Free parking 

Instore restaurant ™ 

Large stocks 
Immediate delivery 


TRUSTED MERCHANT 

2016 

★ ★★★★ 
feefo 


O/ ADD Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2018 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 
\J/O Mr fX Written de 


REPRESENTATIVE 


Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited 
colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 01.05.17. See website for Price Promise details. 























